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Continuing the last issue

Alexander invaded India after
Buddha. Alexander's stay in
India was for a very short time.
His influence is not visible,
yet we can see a shadow of
his example in two major
events. Efforts of Chandragupta
Maurya's empire were influenced
by Alexander's example and
it is no wonder if Ashoka's
endeavor to establish a religious
empire was also influenced by
Alexander's universal conquest.
As Chandragupta's Indian empire
was the answer to the desired
Indian empire of Greece, similarly
Ashoka's religious invasion was a
response to the invasion of Greek
civilization and culture.

We see the same condition in
the Gupta period. The political
empire of the Gupta emperors
was a kind of fortress to protect
the country from the attacks
of the Huns and the Scythians.
Political ~organizations often
arise due to injuries coming
from outside. The Gupta Empire
was the result of the conquests
of the northern tribes. At the

same time, the organization of
the old Brahmin-religion in the
form of Puranic religion, on the
one hand, was an external sign
indicating the internal condition
of the Aryan race, while at the
same time, it was not inferior
to the influence of the barbaric
invaders from the north. In the
organization of Puranic religion,
both the inner movement and the
outer action are clearly visible.
Much later, in the beginning
of the 11th century, the second
invasion of Muslims on India
begins. There was no political
attack of Islam on India then.
That invasion was primarily a
religious one; political victory
was only a side effect of it.
The sword of Islam had come
to convert India into a Muslim
country. When he came, he found
the victim weak. The fragmented
India came wunder political
subjugation with little effort. The
real purpose of the sword was to
conquer India religiously. It can
be said with certainty that Islam
did not achieve much success in
this objective. The reason is that
where India could not stand its
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united political power against
the political power of Muslims
even after being dependent for
many centuries, it had changed
its religious organization from
the very beginning and made it
stand for self-defense.

The ups and downs that we
find in the religion of India during
the long Muslim period are of
two kinds. To prevent another
external invasion, the trenches
themselves have been there, on
the other hand efforts are being
made in many places to include
Islam and Hinduism in a universal
principle. In both of these we
see the effect of outside. Sati-
practice, Purdah, restrictions on
food and drink, strict divisions of
caste, untouchability were these
fences to protect Indian religion
from Islam. For centuries, Indian
religion has been trying to stop
the influence of Islam and there
is no doubt that the failure of
Islam in religious point of view
has never been felt in India.

But the dams which were
being built to stop the progress
of Islam, did not prove to be
beneficial in any way. They
stopped the entry of pure air, did
not leave any scope for progress
and development and surrounded
the strong current of religion
and made it a house of moss,
mosquitoes and mud. To stop the
attack of the enemy, the residents
of the city dug a ditch all around,
create a high wall - coming and
going stops. The enemy cannot
come in, but the residents of the
city cannot go out either. Progress
stops, food and drink reduces -

epidemics occur. If a city wants
to protect itself and does not
want to die from an epidemic,
then there is only one way for
it to come out of the fort and
attack the enemy and kill him.
Unfortunately, there was no life
in Hinduism at that time. Hindus
were engaged in self-defense,
they did not think of making an
attack on Islam. The result was
that there was an epidemic in the
house. In the middle of the 19th
century, we find the real religion
of India chained, walled and held
down by beams.

In the last part of the Muslim
period, due to the influence of
Akbar's liberal religious policy,
some efforts were also made their
was to remove the difference
between Hindu and Muslim by
promoting the universal form
of religion. Bhagat Kabir was
the main person among those
who made such efforts. Kabir's
disciple describes his principle
in the following words-

Move with everyone, meet
everyone, call every one by
name.

Yes, yes, everyone should
do it, and secttle down in ones
village.

It will be known from the
words of Bhagat Kabir how he
wanted to dissolve the differences
in the broad form of religion.

Kabir's disciple Bulla Sahib
wrote this poem in his swing-

Where there is no beginning,
no end, no middle,

where there is al-Niranjan,
the fair.

To be continued in next issue
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