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After much futile discussion, linguists have reached the conclusion 

that the data with which they are concerned yield little or no evidence 
about the origin of human speech. ( An Introduction to Linguistic 
Science by Edgar Sturtivent, page 40, New Haven. ) 
If there is one thing on which all linguists are fully agreed, it is that 
the problem of the origin of human speech is still unsolved. ( The 
Story of Language by Mariopei, P. 18, London, 1956. ) 
The problem of the origin of language does not admit of any satisfac- 

tary solution. ( Language by J. Vendres. P. 315, London 1952. ) 
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t. Many attempts have been made to un-avel the origin of language, 
but most of these are hardly more than exercises of the speculative 
imagination. Linguists as a whole, have lost interest in the problem 
and this for two reasons. In the first place, it has come to be realised 
that there exist no truly primitive languages in a psychological sense, 
that modern researches in archaeology have indefinitely extended the 
time of man's Cultural past and that it is therefore vain to go much 
beyond the perspective opened up by the study of actual languages. 
In the second place, our knowledge of psychology, particularly of 
the symbolic processes in general, is not felt to be sound enough, or 
far reaching  enough, to help materially with the problem of the emerg-
ence of speech. (Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. 9,Page 158. 
Article about the Origin of Language by Edward Sapdir.) 
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Some scholars ( among them quite recently W. Schmidt ) see the 

insufficiency of usual theories, and giving up all attempts at explaining 
it in a natural way fall back on the religious belief that the first lang-
uage was directly given to first men by God through miracle. 
( Encyclopaedia Britanica, Vol. 13 Page 702, 1951 Impression. ) 
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I. 	The Veda is the oldest book in existence, more ancient than the 

Homeric poems, because it presents an earlier phase of human thought 
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and feeling.—Max Muller, History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, 

Page 557. 
!. The Veda, I feel convinced, will occupy scholars for centuries to come, 

and will take and maintain its position for ever as the most ancient of 
books in the library of mankind.—The Rigveda Sanhita, Vol. I., 

Edition 1869, Preface, Page 10. 
R. 	The Rigveda is the most ancient book of the Aryan world. The sacred 

hymns of the Brahmanas stand unparalleled in the literature of the 

whole world. And their preservation might well be called miracu-
lous.—Rigveda, Vol. 4th, Page 80, Edited by—Maxmuller. 
After the latest researches into the history and chronology of books 

of old testament, we may safely now call the Rigveda as the oldest 
book, not only of the Aryan humanity, but of the whole world.—Rev. 

Morris Philip in the Teaching  of the Vedas, Page-231. 

e. "The oldest book of the Aryan race."—B. G. Tilak in "The Arctic 

Home in the Vedas," Edition 1903, Page 465. 
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• The Veda is the word of eternal wisdom, the principle of principles 
as revealed to our fathers 	 ...The pure primeval doctrine, the 
sublime instructor.—Louis Jacolliot in The Bibe in India, edition 
1870, Page 10-12. 

There is no monument of Greece or Rome more precious than the 
Rigveda.—(Mons. Leon Delbos• in his Paper on the Vedas read before 
the Inter-national Litereary Association at Paris, on 14th july 1784, 
the venerable Victor Hugo being  in the Chair.) 
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The subject-matter of this detailed and descriptive book is well 
brought out in the synopsis of the blurb. The reader is at once introduced 
to the treasures of the ancient Vedas. Shri Vedavachaspati's visualization 
awakens our attention to the glory that was Ind. 	—Aryan Path, Bombay. 

Shri Priyavrat Vedavachaspati in this Ilindi book, has tried to 

explain the ideas about nationalism and various other political ideas cont-

ained in the `Bhumi-Sukta' of Atharva-Veda. The book is divided in to two 
parts. Part one deals with various theoris regarding the Vedas. In the second 
part he has translated and explained each verse of the `Bhoomi-Sukta' in a 

very simple and expressive style. He has illustrated every verse with an apt 
heading, which clears the central idea at a glance. Every statement in the 
commentary has been illustrated with necessary quotations from Nirukta 
and Vyakaran. 
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This book will surely inspire the new generation to plunge in to the 
detailed study of the Vedic literature. 

—Journal of Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, Bombay. 
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TT 	WNT 4, WRg filar qTfr, I ---47ISITIT 3cflullq, gill q. I 
I recommend your book to all scholars and students of Indian 

History and C ulture It gives us a glimpse in to the origin of Hindu positive 
sciences so badly neglected in our studies l Free India should know about 
these Hindu sciences and would, I hope, subsidize sue h useful pub lications 
of the Gurukula University which we all admire as a major National Orga- 
nization. 	 —Kalidas Nag, Greater India Society. 

Your introduction deals critically with a number of problems allied 
to the study of Vedas, and lays down certain broad principles for the inter-
pretation of the Vedic Mantras, which are in my opinion, sound and 
calculated to reveal to the readers the deep and profound significance of 
the Mantras 

I read with great interest considerable portion of your illuminating 
commentary of the Mantras of the Bhumi-Sukta of the Atharvan Veda 
which you have collectively described as Rashtra-Gita. This hymn of the 
Atharva-Veda shall rank as the noblest expression of the Great Truths that 
underlie the progress of human society and its ultimate evolution in to one 
world family concept ( 	new 	). Books like these should be in the 
hands of every youth and young girl of Bharat. The proper understanding 
of the Vedic Mantras by them will solve the problems relating to the 
future of India and its place in the civilised world, 
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They will know what is the conception of the ideal citizens given in 
the Vedas and of true relation of Nationalism with universalism. In that 
understanding lies the stability of peace, the essential condition for universal 

and all round progress of humanity. 
You have done a great service to the cause of popularising of the 

study of the Vedas by bringing out this work which beats on it the impress- 

ion of your scholarship and deep thinking. 	 —M. S. Aney. 

-*the author shows a very good detailed knowledge of Vedic litera-
ture; and he has sought to establish his thesis with full erudition. 

—Suniti Kumar Chatterji, Culcatta University. 
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