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( t ) 
The Gurukula and its Ideals 

(by The Rev. C.F. Andrews, Delhi) 

- During the recent delightful visit to Hardwar, I was invited 
to write an article on the Institution. I do this with the utmost 
readiness, not only on account of the inexpressible kindness which 
I received from every member of the Staff, but also because I was 
allowed the fullest possible opportunities of seeing clearly with my 
own eyes the whoIe system...of, ied}fiapon which was in vogue, and 
could thus form my own unbiased °Pinion Abut it. I would say, at 
the very outset, that I was immensely impressed, and have far more 
praise than criticism to offer. My .dear friend and host, Mabatmaji, 
has asked me specially to give whatever criticism I feel to be neces-
sary, and I shall_do so faithfully but as I have said, myimpressions 
were in nearly all respects so favourable that criticism must take a 
minor, instead of a. major place. 

When I sit down to think out Carefully the reasons for the 
suttees lit the Gurukula ecliadttitai which I witnessed daring my 
visit, it become clear to me that itipringS directly out Of the ideals 

and Principles on'whiCh the School and College have beeti founded, 
rather than on any happy add fortunate 'Combination of circums- 
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tances which have been in oplration. This is clear from the fact, that 
the outer circumstances have been again and again, from the very 
first, adverse in the extreme—shortage of funds, difficulties of 
administration, lack of adequate equipment•indeed an uphill strug-
gle all the way. Success, that is to say, has been rested out of 
seeming failure, what has been accomplished has been never easily 
attained ; sacrifice and fortitude have been demanded every step 
of the way ; the work has had to stand the test of opposition and 
discouragement of almost overwhelming obstacles only ultimately 
surmounted by a persistent pursuit of high ideas. 

The path forward, indeed, has not been unlike the clearing 
of the land on which the Gurukula is now situated. Mahatmaji told 
me that when he first came to the spot he lost his way for a time in 
the jungle, so beset with obstables was the path he had to traverse. 
When, after great difficulty, he found the spot, it was quite unfit for 
human habitation. The undergrowth was so thick, that for days 
and weeks the workers had to go on cutting it away. The wild 
beasts were so numerous, that the workers would not stay on the 
spot unless he himself kept with them all the while. In this way, 
after long delays, the place was made habitable. Each step forward 
had meant bringing out of chaos. 

Today the result of all this past labour is to be seen in the 
broad playing fields and the splendid open space ; in a dry and healthy 
site, with abundance of good and wholesome water ; and above all 
in buildings well laid out and carefully planned with ample court-
yards and sanitary surroundings. Though the school is near the bed 
of the river Ganges there are very few mosquitos, and malaria 
practically does not exist. 

(The TRIBUNE, Lahore, April 29, 1913) 

( R ) 
Swami Dayanand Saraswati 

(1824-1883) 
European travellers in India are naturally impressed with 

the stateliness and beauty of the Taj Mahal, that noble monument of 
Indian art. There is another building, which is quite likely to escape 
their notice, being far, far less imposing in point of architectural 
design and idea, situated some three miles below Hardwar and 
built on 900 acres of redeemed jungle track, that stands as a 
permanent memorial to the unique services to India of an enthusiatic 
Hindu reformer. It were sheer sacrilege to compare the two build-
ings in reference to their artistic pretensions. The institution to 
which we refer is the Gurukula(literary seat of learning) established 
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in 1902, mainly through the efforts of Mahatma,  Munshi Ram a 
successful pleader of Jullundhur and one of the most prominent 
members of the vegetarian section of the Arya Samaj. At the 
moment of writing this Gurukula contains more than 300 students, 
about 40 in the college classes and the remaining in the various 
forms of the school Department. There are thirteen s,uperintendents 
and a full complement of most competent teachers, who together 
with the governor, Mr. Munshi Rain, stand committed to vows of 
chastity, poverty and obedience. The scholars are admitted to the 
school when only seven or eight years of age, and must remain on 
the rolls for sixteen years. 

Before admission they must have vows of chastity, obedience, 
and poverty and renew these vows ten years later. During this 
period, the students must be Brabmacharis i.e. celibates. They can 
associate with no women and indeed their own relations visit them 
usually about twice a year, with the permission of the governor and 
in the presence of one of the superintendents. 

The governor draws no salary for his services, and in fact 
has given away to the school almost the entire earnings of a life-
time and the value of his estate. The teachers, that, are distinguished 
graduates of Indian universities, are only given maintenance allow-
ance. The staff work in cordial cooperation and in complete 
loyalty to the governor, who has-won their confidence through his 
winsome manners and selfless devotion to duty. The scholars lead 
a completely communal life, having all things in common: Even 
presents and gifts brought by their parents or guardians are equally 
divided among the scholars. In seasons of sickness, the various 
students gladly take up nursing by rotation. Till the age of fourteen; 
the pupil are exclusively well-ground in Sanskrit and in the central 
ideas of Hindu philosophy and religion, through the medium of 
Hindi or Sanskrit. As yet they are not introduced to the culture or 
ideas of Western civilisation. When this preliminary discipline is 
over, they are then tought English, the Physical science, Philosophy 
and Economics and related subjects, in accordance with the curricu-
lum of universities on the English model. There is a well equipped 
library attached to the Gurukul as also physical and chemical 
laboratories. There are industrial and technological classes connec-
ted with the school for the benefit of a11. Strenuous physical exer-
cise in insisted on as part of the training. 

The scholars pay no tuition fees but only a mere pittance 
for board and residence. They dress in saffron robes of the devotee. 
The College Board of Control has decided to abolish even these 

nominal charges with a view to bringing the institution into line with 
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say she ancient Hindu University of Taxila. But paucity of funds, 
the writer understands, was the only barrier to the proposed 
abolition. 

This remarkable institution, whose promoters rightly believe 
in religious discipline as the bedrock of a national system of educa-
tion, is a living momento to the hero of our present little sketch. 
It is a unique educational experiment, combining a revived Hindu 
monasticism with European culture of an advanced type. The main 
idea is to instil into the impressionable minds of the young the 
wealth and magnificence of their own religious and cultural heri-
tage, thus trying to avoid the mental disturbance which might 
otherwise result as the central ideas of western science and philoso-
phy came into violent conflict with crude animistic religious notions. 
The school is so situated that the minds of the young are in cons-
tant touch with nature, the snow-clad peak of the Himalayas rising 
in proud and solitary splendour above the lower hills at the foot of 
the Upper Ganges. The students are thus in communion with the 
freshness and varicoloured beauties of nature, as were the Munis 
and Rishis of ancient India, that were inspired to write the sublime 
hymns of the Rigveda, long before the dogmas and creeds of a alter 
priestvidden Hinduism become a clogging material to the flow of 
soul. 

It is under these surroundings that the institution professes to 
train and equip boys to be useful citizens and religious and national 
leaders. The general atmosphere may impress the Westerners as 
somewhat confining and restricting, isolated from the facts and 
realities of the surrounding world. The institution even undertakes to 
provide suitable wives, sharing common ideals with the scholars, 
when the prolonged probation and novitiate are over. 
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?• ?E? ? to 4 fitfr< woe.  k FIN 	— 
"Dayanand was not merely a religious reformer, he was also 

a great patriot. It would be fair to say that with him religious 
reform was a mere means to national reform. 

The Arya Samajic doctrine has a patriotic side. The Arya 
doctrine and Arya education alike sing the glories of ancient India 
and by so doing arouse a feeling of national pride in its disciples 
who are made to feel that their country's history is not a tale of 
humiliation. Patriotism and politics are not synomymous, but the 
arousing of an interest in national affairs is a natural result of 
arousing national pride. As a tree is known by its fruits, a society 
is known by its members and Arya Samaj has in it a number of great 
patriots and national leaders of repute." 

—Census Report of 1911, Vol. XV, Part I, Chapter IV, Page 135 
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"Dayanand opposed Islam and Christianity because he feared 
that the adoption and adaptation of any foreign creed would 
endanger the national feelings he wished to foster.'' 
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