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Propageons L’éducation dans notre entourage
pour vaincre 1'ignorance

Om ! Kétum krinvannakétavé, pésho marya apéshassé.
Samushadbhirajayathaha.
Rig. Véda 1.6.3

Hé maryaha - O les étres humains, Akétavé - Pour les personnes qui ne sont
pas éduquées ou instruites, des illettrés, des individus ignorants et sans culture,
Kétum - L’éducation, le savoir, l'instruction, la connaissance, Krinvan - en
propageant ou en instruisant, Apéshassé - ceux qui ne sont pas éduqués ou
qui n’ont pas de formation, Péshaha krinvan - les éduquer, les instruire, les
former, c’est-a-dire, fagonner par l'instruction, les entrainer et les inculquer une
code de conduite, Ushadbhiha : des I'aube, Sam ajayathaha - vous étes nés
pour accomplir cette tache.

“Yajopavit” (Janew) ou “la corde sacrée” comprend trois brins de fil
qui nous rappellent nos trois dettes a honorer envers le Seigneur, en d’autres
mots, nos trois devoirs sacrés a accomplir durant notre vie

lere dette - “Rishi Rinne” Etre redevable d’abord par 'acquisition de
I"éducation et puis par sa propagation parmi les autres.

2éme dette - “Dev Rinne” - En honorant cet engagement par la priere,
le yajna, le yoga, la discipline, le dévouement, la méditation.

3éme dette - “Pitri-Rinne” - C’est notre devoir envers nos parents agés
ou malades. On s’acquitte de cette dette en s’occupant d’eux en leur donnant
I’attention, I"affection et les soins-nécessaires et aussi en pourvoyant a tous
leurs besoins quotidiens.

Par le truchement de ce mantra, mentionné plus haut, on a mis I'emphase
sur “Rishi Rinne” ou “Brahma Rinne” et comment s’acquitter de cette dette.

Ony arrive par I'étude profonde des Védas et des livres sacrés qui ne
sont écrits que par de grands sages ou rishis d’antan, et en éduquant les igno-
rants, les personnes illettrées et sans culture afin de les transformer en des
hommes sages, des élites, des hommes de lettres, des humanistes, des hommes

de génie, des savants ou de grands hommes d’état.
C’est le devoir sacré qui incombe aux élites de promouvoir I'éducation

dans leur entourage.

Mention est aussi faite dans ce mantra que I'homme est né avec 'aube
et doit agir comme tel pour éliminer I"ignorance.

Tout comme "aube répand la lumiere, chasse 'obscurité de la nuit et
étale devant nous la nature dans toute sa beauté et sa splendeur, de la méme
facon tous ceux qui sont éduqués ont le devoir sacré de dissiper les ténebres
de l'ignorance en propageant 1’éducation pour faire resplendir la magie ou les

merveilles du savoir.

N. Ghoorah

An Overview of the DAV Degree College

Dr Oudaye Narain Gangoo, OSK, Arya Ratna

The D.A.V Degree College, run
under the aegis of the Arya Sabha
Mauritius in collaboration with the
Maharishi Dayanand Institute, has
reached its fifth year of existence. In
2007 a Memorandum of Understand-
ing was signed between Kurukshetra
University and the Arya Sabha. The
MoU was valid for a period of five
years. It came to an end on 20th De-
cember 2012 and has been extended
for another five years.

A couple of years back the Ku-
rukshetra University was ranked 29th
in a poll carried out by the prestigious
magazine “India Today” with a view
to establishing the fifty top universi-
ties of India. It is situated on the land
of Kurukshetra, where the battle of the
Mahabharata was fought.

The beginning

The D.A.V Degree College
opened its doors in 2008 with thirty
students on its roll eager to pursue
courses in English, Hindi, Sanskrit, In-
dian Philosophy and Western Philos-
ophy leading to a B.A General Degree.

It was a full time course meant to last for
three years. Owing to their sense of com-
mitment and dedication, all the students
succeeded in their annual exams year
after year and finally they completed
their B.A successfully. They were guided
in their studies by a team of hardwork-
ing and conscientious lecturers.
First Graduation Ceremony

The first graduation ceremony
was held in the month of September 2010
at the Octave Wiehe Auditorium, Réduit.
The Chief Guest on that occasion was
Professor Ramprakash, Member of Par-
liament, Haryana, India. Dr.the
Hon.Vasant Kumar Bunwaree, Minister
of Education and Human Resources,
Dr.the Hon.Rajeshwar Jeetah, Minister of
Tertiary Education, Research and Tech-
nology and Professor Soodursun Juges-
sur,D.S.C,C.S.K,G.0.S K, Pro Chancellor,
University of Mauritius, were the special
guests. Besides the graduands and their
parents, a good number of eminent per-
sonalities also graced the ceremony by
their presence. That ceremony was held

in a very solemn atmosphere.
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Twenty-seven students were awarded

their B.A Degrees while eight students

received their M.A degrees in Hindi.
In the years that followed, that

is, in 2011 and 2012, the graduation cer-

nated a considerable sum of mone
which enabled us to extend the build-
ing of the college with ten classrooms.
Several persons are helping
needy students by granting scholar-
ships. Professor Soodursun Jugessur has
been associated with this college since its
e first
i gradua-
tion cere-
mony. A
few days
back he
donated
the sum
of a hun-
dred

emonies were held at the seat of the
D.A.V Degree College. A good number
of candidates received their B.A (Hons)
and M.A Degrees. Diplomas were also
awarded to students of Theology.
Contribution of well-wishers and
benefactors

A host of well-wishers and
people who have at heart the advance-
ment of learning in Mauritius are com-
ing forward to offer their help for the
smooth running of the D.A.V Degree
College. Mrs.Koolwatee Jhummon
made a donation of two hundred and
ten thousand rupees to equip the col-
lege library, whereas Mr. Savji Sun-
derji Vaghela, for his part, donated
five hundred and twenty thousand ru-
pees to improve the computer lab.
Dr. Hansa Gunesee generously do-

thousand rupees to the D.A.V Degree
College. The sum will be kept in fixed
deposit and the interest derived there-
from annually will be spent to award a
shield to the best student of M.A Hindi
in the name of Shri Ramkreet Jugessur.

Shri Ramkreet Jugessur was
the cousin of Professor S.Jugessur. Be-
sides being a Head teacher, he was an
enthusiastic advocate of Hindi. He
zealously taught this language.

This award comes as a humble
tribute to the late Shri Ramkreet Juges-
sur and will enable people to remem-
ber his efforts towards the
propagation of Hindi in Mauritius.

The Arya Sabha Mauritius ex-
presses its grateful thanks to all those
who are contributing in one way or
the other to the smooth running of the
D.A.V Degree College.
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MASTER RAMKREET JUGESSUR

Life of a Champion of Hindi Language

Professor Soodursun Jugessur, CSK, GOSK

i_II ILI

orn on the
B second
decade of

the last century,
more precisely on
29.12.1912, in the
village of Bon Ac-
cueil, Flacq, Mas-
ter Ramkreet

- Jugessur was the
only son of Shree Ramlall Jugessur and
nephew of Shree Motilall Jugessur, the
Founder President of the Bon Accueil
Arya Samaj, whose influence was very
great on him. Of humble origins, he had to
toil to educate himself and become the first
government school teacher in the locality.

He was deeply influenced by the
missionary work of Swami Vijyananand
who stayed in Mauritius in the early days
of Arya Samaj struggle in the country.
With the impetus of this Arya Samaj
movement, he became a student of Late
Soogrim Bissoondoyal, and later of Bas-
deo Bissoondoyal to pursue Matriculation
studies, and higher studies in Hindi and
Sanskrit, without having to pay any tuition
fees. As he could not often afford the bus
fare back home from Port Louis, he had to
spend the nights in the home of the Bis-
soondoyals in St. Denis Street, and was
strongly influenced by the teachings of
those stalwarts. He even joined the first
batch of Swayam Sevaks , donning the
khakhi trousers and wielding the ‘lathis’ ,
a group that militated to give the Hindus a
sense of pride in their ancestry and a sense
of commitment to serve their society. It is
to be noted that one of the first sermons of
the Pandit was held in the plot of land
where now stands the old house of Shree
Ramkreet Jugessur.

Mahatma Gandhi once said: ‘Per-
haps my poverty itself was the cause of my
good actions.” This applies equally to
Master Ramkreet who changed the lives of
so many. His family had to struggle very
hard to educate the children. When
Ramkreet was still a young student, he ex-
perienced the pangs of extreme poverty.
Yet his ardent desire to study and improve
himself goaded him on the path of ‘swad-
hya’ and progress. On two occasions he
had to walk all the way from Port Louis to
Bon Accueil, a distance of fifteen miles,
after finishing his tuition in the evening.
He often had to help his parents in the
field, and during lunch time, go through
his books under a tree. Sometimes, while
returning home with a bundle of grass for
fodder on his head, he used to glance
through his notebooks even while walk-
ing! He used to read his books even when
he had to take the family horse for grazing!
Hence it was no small feat when he passed
the Teachers’ examination and was re-
cruited as a Government teacher. Such an
example of perseverance and dedication
should be eye-openers for the present gen-
eration often spoilt by the parents.

After his studies at the Bissoon-
doyals’, he passed his Teachers’ Certifi-
cate Examination, and got employed at no
pay at Dabydeen Rittoo School. After
about six months he was granted a salary
of nineteen rupees fifty ( Rs.19.50) per
month, which was a great help to the fam-
ily living from hand to mouth. It is at this
time that Swami Vijyananand visited and
stayed at their place. He was particularly
impressed by the dedication of the family
to the Arya Samaj, and the aptitude of
Ramkreet, and requested the family to
allow him to take the young man to India
for higher studies. Passport was acquired,

but fate had other plans for the young
man! The parents realized that he was the
only male child in the family with an edu-
cation that enabled him to have a salary
that was of such great help to them. So he
stayed behind to pursue his studies locally.
Later on, while working, he passed the
Matriculation examination.

But his earnest desire was to edu-
cate and empower the people through for-
mal education and in the path charted by
Rishi Dayanand Saraswati. The Bon Ac-
cueil home was often the host of Swamis
and Sanyasis visiting Mauritius in the first
half of the century. Swami Dhruvanand
Saraswati, known for his organizational
capacity and immense efforts to bring
unity amidst the different Arya Samaj fac-
tions, and for his ability to select capable
and dedicated people in the movement, in-
ducted him amidst the Executive members
of the Arya Sabha, and he became the first
Secretary of the then newly founded Arya
Sabha in the fifties.

Besides his western education in
government schools, Ramkreet Jugessur
had a very deep interest in Hindi and San-
skrit languages, which enabled him to
study and master the Vedic literature that
formed the bedrock of the Arya Samaj
movement. Because of his erudition peo-
ple used to come from far and wide to take
private lessons in preparation for the Cam-
bridge Junior and Senior School Certifi-
cate examinations, and also in Hindi and
Hindi literature for the various Hindi ex-
aminations of the day. It is thanks to him
that many young men became Hindi and
General Purpose teachers, lawyers, doc-
tors and even judge ( Judge Ramparsad
Proag), and who later on shone in their
own areas. Amongst them are Seetul-
parsad Proag, Guruji Thakoor, and
Soomairejeet Sungkur from Lalmatee,
Radhakissoons from Laventure, the
Khadaroos from Flacq, and so many oth-
ers. He is especially remembered for his
immense contribution to the propagation
of Hindi during those days. Dozens of
highly respected personalities who became
the promoters of Hindi are still alive, and
they were once his students.

At one time, he set up a debating so-
ciety called the Vad Parishad, with Shree
Gautam Teeluck as President and himself as
Secretary. This society used to hold monthly
debates in Hindi on current topics, and at-
tract many young Hindi enthusiasts of the
day, from all over the country. Gautam
Teeluck later on became a member of parlia-
ment and Parliamentary Secretary. So did
Wahab Foondun, his very close friend. He
participated in Village Council elections and
served as secretary.

But his greatest contribution was
in promoting the teaching of Hindi, for
which he was known all over the island.

When Professor Ram Prakash who
came as an expert on Indian culture, started
his oriental language education campaign, he
enlisted the strong support of Shree
Ramkreet Jugessur in whom he had found a
capable Hindi writer and speaker. In a na-
tional examination in Hindi that he con-
ducted, Shree Ramkreet Jugessur topped the
list in the whole island! His knowledge of
Hindi grammar and his eloquence in the lan-
guage were exceptional.

Master Ramkreet Jugessur was
married to Shrimati Vidyotama Jugessur,
daughter of Pandit Ramkissoon of Riviere
des Anguilles, and was the father of eight
well educated children, some in Mauritius
and others settled in England.

cont. on pg. 3
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Mr. Vedmitra Jugessur, President of Belle
Rose Arya Samaj, and Dr. Vishwamitra
Jugessur and Dr. Dharmamitra Jugessur
are amongst them. He was also responsi-
ble for educating his cousin, son of Shree
Motilall Jugessur, who is Professor
Soodursun Jugessur, Pro-Chancellor of the
University of Mauritius, and Chairman of
the Mauritius Research Council. Master Ji
passed away in 1984, but has left an indeli-
ble imprint in the field of education and es-
pecially Hindi education in Mauritius. He
is survived by his spouse Mrs Vidyotama,

now 92 years old, who has been a staunch
supporter of the Arya Mahila Sama;.

It is time to honour such a distin-
guished son of the Mauritian soil, lest the
sands of history cover the achievements in
their onward march to posterity. As the Eng-
lish poet Shelley says: ‘Full many a gems of
purest ray serene are born to blush unseen
and waste their sweetness in the desert air.’
May this not happen to this great soul! The
world of Hindi language and literature would
have been less shining, were it not for the in-
valuable contributions of Master Ramkreet
Jugessur to this cause!
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Sarveshaameva Daanaanaam Brahmadaanam Vishishyate.

The charity of teaching Vedas is the best of all charities.
Maharshi Dayanand ka shishya aarsh granthon ka Bhavishya.

Acharya Satish A. Beetullah Shastree Arya, Mob. No. 7639174
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Makar Sankranti : It’s Importance

Sookraj Bissessur

From the theological point of
view and also from a rational analysis of
Hindu religious faith, the rationale behind
festivals is the maintenance of congenial
relationships within the entire family and
society. In fact, festivals are happy occa-
sions that symbolise, reflect and enrich
social life in a specific cultural setting.

In India, the variation of seasons
indicate maintenance of the food crops.
As food supply in India depends on the
season(s), some festivals are celebrated to
herald seasonal renewals. One such aus-
picious and unique festival is Makar
Sankranti which is normally celebrated in
the month of ‘Magha’ — January.

Makar Sankranti is a festival that
traditionally coincides with the beginning of
the sun’s northward journey (Uttarayan), and
falls on or about January (14) according to
the solar calendar. A the days of God start
with the winter solstice, the very entry of the
sun into the orbit of Makara, Makar
Sankranti has a special importance and is re-
garded as very auspicious.

On the confluence of the rivers
Ganga, Yamuna and the invisible
Saraswati located in (Allahabad) , devo-
tees take a dip at the crack of dawn on
Makar Sankranti. The use of sesame in
savouries is very popular.

On this auspicious occasion, peo-
ple wear new clothes and devote the whole
day in paying visits to friends and rela-
tives. Sankranti is also known as “Khichri
Festival” in the northern India. It is a great
day when families remember those who
have left the fold and assert ties with those
who are part of a network of social and
economic relations. In Gujrat, there exists
a custom of offering gifts to parents,
friends and relatives on this day.

Makar Sankranti is celebrated as
a harvest festival in Andra Pradesh and
Karnataka. Agricultural products like rice,
dholl, maize, peas are prepared and
cooked. Clad in fascinating, clean and
colourful clothes, men, women and chil-
dren pay visits to friends and relatives and
exchange sweets of jaggery ‘gur’ and
dried coconuts.

Reverence of cow is a main com-
ponent of this festival. Bulls and cows are
properly washed and decorated with beau-
tiful garlands of tinkling bells and flowers.
With their horns printed, the bulls and
cows are then taken out of the village.
Pongal

Makar Sankranti is also known as
‘Pongal’ in Tamil Naidu. It takes its very
name from the surging of rice in jaggery and
boiled milk. As the Pongal surges from the
vessel teenagers, children and elders alike
cheerfully chant “Pangalo Pongal”. Friends
and relatives offer to each other customary
greetings and blessings. It marks a good and
successful harvest. Fresh produce from the
fields, namely — vegetables, sugarcane,
pumpkins and the ‘Vaali tuber’ are spread
out quite ceremoniously.

The Pongal festivities are spread
over four days starting with “Bagi”, then
comes Pongul, Mattu and Kanum Pongal.
“Bani” — is the symbolic ‘bonfire’ that bids
farewell to the tools in the fields, giving
goodbye to the old and ushering in the new.
On ‘Mattu Pongal’, the cattle are prettily
decorated and prayers are offered. Jallikatu
on ‘Manju’ (bull fight) are also conducted,
on the very day in Madurai, Ramanathapu-
ram and other noted areas as well.

Bihu

Fully tucked with the rich lush
green vegetation and freshness of the
North-East — is the beautiful Assam State
— that bursts into a rich riot of multifarious
colours on Bihu. The first festival of the
year is “Vaisakhi Bihu”. It is celebrated
on the first three days of Vaisakhi. The
main cause of jubilation is two-fold, first,
that the month of chaitra everyday of
which, is considered unlucky, has expired.
Secondly, that is being succeeded by a

month of which everyday is auspicious.
Lohri

In Punjab, the sound spirit of
Sankranti, comes alive in ‘Lohri’ — which
is celebrated on the last day of the month
of “Pausa” — to mark the end of winter.
Groups of youngsters and teenagers go
about from house to house, collecting
dung and wand for a bonfire at night —
which is truly symbolic of a great homage
to the sun god. This bonfire, thus also
strengthens the bonds of friendship and
brotherhood. It’ is also an occasion for fun
and dancing as the atmosphere reverber-
ates with the heavy beat of “bhangra” —
(traditional dance of Punjab). For peas-
ants Lohri — marks the beginning of a New
Year because, on this day, the wide divi-
sion which exists between landowners are
settled among themselves and their tillers.

To conclude, it goes without say-
ing that festivals are not just days for feasts
and worships. They also act as social ce-
ment — which bring people together in
total harmony and strengthens brother-
hood, love, peace, harmony, mutual re-
spect, amity and mutual understanding.
The observance of festivals has always
symbolized the fundamental values of life.
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