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ARYA SAMAJ CALLING YOU

- By Baleswar Muni

(This article is prepared
with the sole purpose of
educating the younger
generation about the
principles of Arya Samaj,
which is the oldest national
movement still in force. Its
main objective had been to
revive the ancient heritage
of Bharath and the glory of
Vedas and Vedic culture through exposing the
secrets of the Vedas. This author Sri. Baleswar Muni
is a former Indian Air Force personnel (1971-97) and
since his retirement from IAF he is fully devoted to
the cause of Arya Samaj and teachings of Maharshi
Dayanand Saraswathi. He served in the interiors of
Himachal Pradesh and visited schools, Colleges,
Govt.offices and Banks to spread the teachings and
values of Vedic Dharma. As per the Vedic tradition, he
took Vanaprashthashram and presently serving at
Rishi Udyan, Ajmer.) -EDITOR

INTRODUCTION

In this article, a sincere efforts have been
made to high light the origin of Arya Samaj the life,
work and contribution of Swamy Dayanand, the
founder of Arya Samaj has been vividly explained.
The Ten universal commandments of Arya Samaj
have been fully explained to appraise the general
public of their importance. Vedas are the source of all
religions which is originated n ndia. The role of Arya

Na thasya Pratima Asthi Yasya Nama Mahadyashah (Yajurved 31-2)
There is no measure, no image of that GOD whose name is Great
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Samajist in the struggle to free India from the foreign
yoke is also made known to the people. In nutshell
the basic information about the objects of Arya
Samaj, Swamy Dayanand and Vedas are contained in
this artile.

WHO IS AN ARYA

In Nirukta of Yaskacharya, the meaning of a
word Arya is Ishvarasya Putraha (%% g), theson

of God. God is our Father and we are His Children. A
father has many children but, he who is virtuous,
polite and obedient is entitled to be called his true
son and thereby termed 'Arya’. To become 'Arya' one
must try to be Godly. It may seem difficult but not
impossible. As man thinks, so he becomes a person
who believes in God and His divinity, tries to imbibe
His qualities and becomes Godly.

Swami Dayananda Sarasmathi in his Ved
Bhashya (dg-WT®I)has described Arya as

“"SHRESHTA GUNA, KARMA, SVABHAVAYUKTA
MANUSHYA' £I% T[0T ¥ 4T b A : one who
is noble in qualities, deeds and nature.

The Arya is one who strives and overcomes
all outside him and within him that stands opposed
to human advance. “In everything he seeks truth, in
everything right and freedom”.

Arya is therefore an embodiment of the
noble, Virtuous and human qualities which can
embellish (beautify) human character and raise a
person from the status of a social animal to the
status of human being. It was in the context of this
meaning of the word Arya, that the concept of Arya
Samaj was mooted. Arya Samaj - an assembly of
virtuous, noble people who can unitedly think and
strive to create better society.

ARYA SAMAJ AND ITS SERVICES TO
NATION AND HUMANITY

In order to know what is Arya Samaj it is
necessary to know the background which
necessitated the establishment of Arya Samaj. The
political, economic and social conditions prevailed in
the 19" century presented a dismal picture of a
society which appeared to be beyond redemption.
Centuries of foreign domination had reduced the
honour of Indian society to nothingness. Illiteracy
prevailed, ignorance abounded, superstitions were
rampant (social evils) knowledge had disappeared,
the essence of Dharma was lost, practice of irrational
rituals and blind faith was dominant. Social evils
were wide spread and cultural values were eroded.

8o ©)emeam) ailk]2)@)o
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All these factors had reduced the glory and valour
(prestige) of Aryavartha to shambles.

Swami Dayanada Saraswathi emerged on
the scene as a saviour of the disintegrated and
fraction ridden society. The Arya Samaj which he
founded became the beacon light to guide the
people who had lost their way in total darkness. The
first Arya Samaj was initiated by Swami Dayanand
Saraswati early as April 7, 1875 (Pratipada Sukla
Caitr, 1932 Vikrami) at Mumbai. During the life time
of the founder, the Arya Samaj spread over a large
part of the country. Within short span of its existence
it crossed the boundaries of our oceans and reached
beyond the shores of Mauritius, South Africa, Burma,
Indonesia, Singapore, Fiji, West Indies, Rangoon,
Bangkok, Guyana, Surinam, Trinidad, Kenya,
Tanzania, England, America, Canada, New Zeeland
and so on. We have today about seven thousand
Arya Samaj in India and abroad, working to spread
the message of Swami Dayanand Sarawathi and the
teachings of Vedas.

OBJECTS OF ARYA SAMA)]

Since its inception Arya Samaj has played a
pivotal role in rejuvenating (developing) Indian
society by weeding out social evils, by spread of
literacy and educating the people by creating
awareness among them about the greatness of their
cultural heritage, focusing on the need to realize
their self by pursing the Vedas. Arya Samaj has led a
movement against child marriage, Sati System,
caste system, dowry system, animal sacrifice,
debarring of shudras from entering the portals of
temples. It has always championed the cause of the
downtrodden and paved the path for the progress of
the weaker section of the society, by making them
aware that they are in no way inferior to any other
class of the society.

Arya Samaj is a force to reckon with a force
enforcing self discipline, a force continuously battling
against evils and a force instilling a spirit of
patriotism among the people. In his History of
Congress, SHRI PATTABHI SITARAMAIAH had
written that 80% of the people who fought for the
independence of India were those, who were
associated with Arya Samaj.

The aim of the Arya Samaj is to establish
peace in the world. Peace can be established only
when the hearts of the people are not divided by
barriers of communalism which distance man from

=

Ma Bhrathaa Bhraatharam dvikshan Maa swasaara mutha swasaa (Atharva Veda 330.3)
Let not a brother hate his brother and let not a sister hate her sister
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man. Where there is a hatred there is enimity and
enimity breeds contempt and ill-will and ill will in turn
foments destruction.

Communalism envisages (care for) well
being of a particular community. Arya Samaj prays
for the welfare of all the human being. “Let all be
happy”, "I wish all to be my friends”. “"May I look upon
others with all to be my friends”. Where there is
friendship, there is a cordial relationship among
people. They share their joys and sorrows and
generate co-operation among them. There is a
coordination in their actions and the peace reigns
everywhere.
| WSO U] A1 HiTAg g W HIq -

(gefT)

Arya Samaj by its concerted efforts is
spreading the message of peace to humanity. Arya
Samaj has benefited the world at large and Hindu
society very much in particular. The evaluation and
appreciation of Arya Samaj is best expressed by the
noted Indian nationalist Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya who stated: “if Arya Samaj keeps walking ,
the Hindu society will remain standing. If the Arya
Samaj remains standing, the Hindu Samaj will sit
down. If Arya Samaj sits down, the Hindu Society will
sleep, and the Arya Samaj sleeps, the Hindu society
will die.”

Arya Samaj stands for truth; its inspiration
of truth is derived from God. Knowledge which is
simply a realization on our part of truth that exists in
and outside us has its ultimate root in the All knowing
Parameshwara. Our religion, thus, is firm belief in

and quest (search) after truth.
(To be continued)
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Bhadram Karnebhih Shrunuyaama Deva Bhadram Pashyema Akshabhir Yajathrah (Yajurveda 25-21)
May we always hear what is good and see what is good aswell.
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Om Krinvantho Vishwamaaryam (Rigveda 9.63.5)
Make this world Enlightened.
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