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VALUABLE THOUGHTS
1. An ounce of Practice is better than
tones of tall talk. “Vivekanand”
2. A lean compromise is better than a fat
“law — suit”.
3. An optimist always laughs to forget, A
pessimist forgets to laugh.
4. A lustful man becomes shameless, A
greedy man loses courage, An angry man
loses his health. Therefore, destroy lust,
greed and anger “Vivekanand”
5. Being good to others is best way to be
good to yourself.
6. Love is life, hatred is death.
7.He, who knows how to obey, knows how
to command.

RULES FOR THE HAPPINESS
1. Happy moments - Praise God.
2. Difficult moments - Seek God.
3. Quit moments - worship God.
4, Painful moments - Trust God
5. Every moments - Thank God
And:
1. Never hate.
2. Don’'t worry.
3. Live simple.
4. Expect little
5. Give a lot.
6. Always smile.
7. Be slow in choosing friends because
broken relations and spoken words never

come back
Compiled by - Sudarshan Rai
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THE VEDIC LIGHT

MORALITY

Alfred Wallace, co- discover
of the Theory of Evolution writes in
his -Social Environment and moral
Progress’ — “In the earliest record
which have come down to us from
the past, we find ample indications
that the accepted standard of
morality, and the conduct resulting
from these were in no way inferior
to those which prevail today, though
in some aspects they did differ from
ours. The wonderful collection of
hymns, known as Veda, is a vast
system of religious teachings as
pure and lofty as those of the finest
portions of the Hebrew scripture ...
We must admit that the mind which
conceived and expressed in
appropriate language such ideas as
are everywhere present in these
Vedic hymns, are in no way inferior
to those of the best of our religious
teacher and poets — to our
Shakespeare, Milton and Tennyson.”
Where is the scope for a social
evolution, if the teachings of the
Vedas which are decidedly the oldest
books in the library of mankind are
found to be as lofty and pure.

It is evident then that the
higher up towards the source of
religion we push enquiries, the purer,
and the simpler do we come to find
the Vedic conception of God; and as
we come down the stream of time,
the more corrupt and complex do we
find it. The inevitable conclusion,
therefore, is that the development of
religious thought in India has been
uniformly downward, and not upward
- that of deterioration, and not of
evolution. We are thus justified in
concluding that these higher and
purer conceptions of the Vedic
Aryans were the result of a primitive
divine Revelation.

WHY VEDA ALONE?

VEDA means wit, wisdom and
knowledge and truly Veda is a
Samhita of wit, wisdom and
knowledge. It is a multi - book of
wisdom and knowledge, compriging
the Book of Nature, the Book of
Knowledge, the Book of Religion and
the Book of Morals. Veda is the only
book on earth which deals with -Para’
(esoteric or spiritual) as well as
‘Apara’ (exoteric or worldly)
Sciences.

But there are many other holy
books which claim Divine origin for
themselves. How should we know
which of them is really divinely
revealed? True, but it is not difficult to
determine it after we apply the
requisite tests.

1. The Supreme
knowledge emanates from the same
Lord as is the creator of the universe
and to whom we give our corporeal
existence in this life and the lives to
come. Therefore, there should be no
contradiction between what we read
in the texts and what we observe in
the universe. Of the *Padartha’ (wsr=)
the ‘Padas’ (u<) are in the Veda and
the *Artha’ (=1=) is in the universe. For
example - the word (cow) is in the Ved
and its arth, i.e., the particular animal
known by that name is in the world.
Commenting on it, James Hasting, in
his Encyclopedia of Religion and
Ethics says - “Dayananda tried to
make the Book of God resemble the
Book of Nature.”

Z God is holy, Formless,
all pervading, all knowing, all powerful,
just, benevolent and never subject to
birth and death. The book, that
describes its author exactly as he is,
shall be accepted as divinely
revealed.

3. The book, inspired by
God, should not be found to containst
the laws of nature, the evidence of
the senses and other logical concerns.

4. God is infallible, while
to err is human. Therefore the
teaching in Gods book should be

(Swami Vidyanand Sarswati ji)

equally infallible and never subject to
amendment.

5. A great Philosopher
of England, W.D. Brown, writes in the
*Superiorily of the Vedic Religion
“Vedic Religion is thoroughly scientific
where science and religions meet
hand in hand. Here theology is based
on science and philosophy.”

6. Louis Jacolliot, after
making a comparative study of the
various theories of creation of the
world in different religions observed:

~Astonishing fact! The Hindu
Revelation, Veda is of all revelations,
the only one whose ideas are in
perfect harmony with modern
science.” (The Bible in India, Vol. Il,
chap- |)

This is a because of harmony
between religion and science that
there have been not prosecutions or
persecutions of scientists we read in
Doctor Draper’s "History of the
Conflict between Religion and
science.”

T. To err is human, the
question of any error in t he case of
the Supreme Lord does not arise.
Hence, the Divine Revelation must
essentially be without any error. In the
Bible (genesis) we read - “God made
man in his image.” And then we read-

“And it repented the Lords
that he made man on the earth and it
grieved him at his heart. And the lord
said, | will destroy man, whom, |
have created, from the face of the
earth. For it repented me that | have
made him.”

The man, whom god made in
his own image. Must have been very
much like him in form and in attribute.
The Bible does not tell us what was
so wrong with him that the father
vowed to destroy his own creation
from the face of mother earth.

8. The revelation must
be perfect in all respects, so as to
meet all the demands of man. The
great scholiast of Maharashtra B.B
Panagi, writing about the Vedas in his
‘Vedic India — Mother of Parliaments’
says -
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“The Vedas are the
fountainhead of knowledge, the
prime source of inspiration, nay, the
ground depository of Divine wisdom
and external truths.™

In yet another important book
of his ‘Vedic father of geology’ he
writes-

“| take this opportunity to
remind the reader without any fear
of contradiction, the Vedas contain
many things not yet known to
anybody, as they form a mine of
inexhaustible literary wealth that has
still remained unexplored.”

Dr. V.G. Raileigh, the
renowned Zoologist of Bombay
University writes in one of his much
publicised work “The Vedic Gods’ —

“Qur present anatomical
knowledge of the nervous system
tallies so accurately with the literal
description of the body given in the
Rigveda that a question arises in the
mind whether the Vedas are religious
books, or whether they are books on
anatomy and physiology of the
nerves system without the thorough
knowledge of which psychological
deductions and philosophical
speculations cannot be correctly
made.”

Panyam Narayan Gaur,
speaking of the elements of physics
and chemistry in the

Vedas, thus elaborated the
title of his book ‘Introduction to the
message of 20" century — ‘Containi ig
a new method for the interpretatin
of the Vedas and experimental d.ta
proving that the
Vedas are treatises on the exiict
science

9. According to Aurobirdo
(Arvind) “Veda contains truths of
science which the modern world daes
not at all possess and in that caue,
Dayanand has rather understated
than overstated the depth and range
of Vedic wisdom.”

10. If there is God who
has created heaven and earth and
endowed man with all the knowledge
he needs, it will  be unjust on His
part to deprive millions of his sons
(born before Divine Revelation) of his
knowledge. Reason and Comparative
study of religions requires God to
reveal his knowledge from the first
appearance of man on Earth.

11. All knowledge should
be delivered once for all, and not in
instilments. Spreading over millions of
years. Since god cannot err, the
guestion of amendments, addition and
subtractions in his knowledge does
not arise

12. There should he no
historical geographical references in
a book claiming to have been
composed or delivered in the
beginning of creation — no mention of
territorial divisions or proper names
of river, mountains, things or persons
or specific events.

The conflict between the
Araya and Dasyu was in no way a war
between two races or the like. It was,
is and shall continue to be a conflict
between the law — abiders and the law
- breakers. The same is true about
the Asuras, Panies etc. To see an
account of racial conflict in the lives
of the Vedic texts, or to trace the
history of our relationships to the days
of the revelation would be our utter
ignorance and scholastic injustice.

The Panies - The dasyus who
with hold the water or steal the cows
are called panies. Dasyu or panies are
not historical people. In the Veda they
do not represent a race. They are one
of us, and are present in all of us, and
against them we have to wage a war,
since they steal away our cows, horse
and other riches which have to be
ravished from them by violence. The
Arya is a personification of virtue and
divine thoughts. He has to be
constantly at guard against dasyus, a
synonym of evil thoughts,
wickedness, neiscience and
darkness. It is often that the
Dasyus,the devils take possession of
us, they steal our virtues, they cover
our wisdom with ill thoughts and thus
they steal away our cows, horses and
other riches. In that case we invoke
our Gods and with the help of all the
gods Indra (the self) has to discover
and recover our lost wealth. The
Dasyu, who steal or withhold our
divine wealth, are called Panies, a
word originally meaning dealers or
trafickers. They are misers to the
extreme. Normally the term pani is not
derogatory. But when the same
person becomes a hoarderer a black
marketer, then the term sinks of an
evil- connotation. Similar to the word
Pani, in English language, the word

Jew has double connotation -

(i) One who professes
Judaism (Good sense) and (ii) a
trader who drives hard bargains
(derogatory).

(ii) Names of certain
historical persons and geographical
places found here and there in the
Vedas may create a false impression
about the existence of the elements
of historicity in the Vedas. But when
we dig deeper and examine them in
the context in which they occur and
the texts which precede or follow
them, the so called element of
historicity vanishes. In order to
substantiate our point of view a few
example are given here:

1. Mention is made in
Yajurveda (23.18) about Ambika
Amba and Ambalika. It is contended
that these names refer to the three
girls whom Bhishma had abducted to
marry them to his brothers. It may,
however, be noted that in the
Yajurveda they are stated to be
Kampetavasinees (residents of
Kampevel), whereas in the
Mahabharata they are known as the
daughter of the king of Kashi. As a
matter of fact, as mentioned
elsewhere in the Yajurveda (3.7 and
12.76) these refer to the names of
particular medicines.

2. In Atharvaveda (13.3.26)
we read - HEITRE:QEISSA:

Arjuna, the son of Draupadi.
But in the Mahabharata Arjuna is said
to be husband, and not son of
Draupadi. The correct meaning is
known when, as required, the Mantra
is interpreted etymologically and in
accordance with the Shatpatha
Brahmana. Krishna here means night
and the day or sun, born, as if of
night, is called Arjuna.

: InfefawrEE S

The same is true of the words
suggestive of geographical names.
We come across the following mantra
in the Yajurveda -

T FEdmEEtawEay:

The words (ws===1:) are said
to refer to the river of Punjab i.e. the
land of five rivers. But everybody
knows that the said five rivers do not
flow in to the Saraswati which itself
remains unidentified. They merge
with the Indus and through it flow into
the Arabian Sea.
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