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THE VEDIC LIGHT 
DIVINE LANGUAGE (Swami Vidyanand Sarswati ji) 

Even while some scholars 
accept the knowledge contained 
in the Vedas to have been 
revealed, yet they hold the view 
that the language in which they 
were transmitted to posterity was 
that of the Rishies. 

The fact remains that 
language and thought are inter-
dependent, for there can be no 
thought without language and can 
be no language without thought. 
Language is the vehicle of 
thought. Even when we think 
without speaking, we think in 
words and sentences - generally 
in the mother -tongue. In fact we 
think in names. Words are the 
fortress of thought. Thinking and 
speaking are so entirely one that 
one can distinguish them as 
internal and external. If thinking is 
silent speaking, speaking is loud 
thinking. Unless thought be 
accompanied at each point of its 
evolution by a corresponding  

evolution in language, its further 
development will be arrested. 
Language and intellect cannot be 
separated. 

We thus arrive at the 
conclusion that even the 
language, in which the Vedas 
were revealed, was also Divinely 
revealed. Without language it is 
impossible 	to 	conceive 
philosophical, nay, even human 
consciousness. Similarly, every 
word and its meaning are also 
inseparable. The Mahabhashya 
(patanjali's commentary on 
paninis' Astadhyayee) says -111  

3fre:Cm41 	aTzlq 
ITizrAT: (1-1) 

Or, as we read in 
kalidasa's 	Raghuvansha 
al I.( .4.1i-wrt qiiiv-1-1,41r-im4 (iH) 

Thus when the words cow 
and horse were transmitted by 
God, they were accompanied by 
the pictures of cow and horse. 

Many impartial philologists  

and linguists now unequivocally 
admit that Sanskrit is the mother 
(neither aunt, nor sister) of all the 
important languages of the world 
(For elaboration, see author's 
original Habitat of the Aryans). It 
(Vedic language) comprises of 
philosophy compared with which 
the lessons of Pythagoras are but 
of yesterday (in point of time as 
well as in point of speculation). 

The Vedic language is 
known for the derivative 
interpretation of words. Even in 
modern (classical) Sanskrit a 
words is invariably explained as 
being made up of a root and a 
prefix or suffix which together 
yield the form as well as the 
peculiar meaning assigned to a 
given word. Usage also does not 
deviate from this main principle, 
but it is still probable that it restricts 
a word to one of its many 
significations. In that case a 
particular word used in a passage 
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will have to be translated 
according to the convention then 
probable so that the particular 
restricted sense may be clearly 
expressed. Is it believable that the 
Vedic language, which is so 
perfect and is the mother of all the 
language of the world, is the result 
of any human effort? It is the 
Divine language= tam* - the most 
regular language known 
especially remarkable as 
containing the roots of the various 
language of the world. The large 
number of languages, which are 
said to have their origin —or bear 
close affinity — to Sanskrit is truly 
astonishing and is another proof 
of the letters high antiquity. At one 
time Sanskrit was the one 
language, spoken all over the 
world. 

Our Lord has provided us 
with a Divine speech as a vehicle 
to communicate and receive 
ideas. While this speech is man's 
special privilege. But it is a very 
poor vehicle which has its own 
limitations. In a set language of 
limited vocabulary we have to 
express our thoughts of gross and 
abstract realms both. Sugar is 
sweet in a bio- chemical sense, 
voice is sweet or music is sweet 
in another sense, one's face is 
sweet in another way;  and our 
relations are sweet in some other 
connotations. Each and every 
sweetness has its own spectrum. 
But our vocabulary is poor, so that 
at times we fail to express our 
ideas or sentiments just as we 
would like to. 

MORALITY 
Alfred Wallace, co-discover of 
the Theory of Evolution, writes in 
his book 'Social Environment and 
moral Progress' — 

"In the earliest records 
which have come down to us 
from the past, we find ample 
indications that the accepted 
standards of morality, and the 
conduct resulting from th 

taril 
were in no way inferior t 	ose 
which prevail today, II 	in 
some aspects they did differ from 
ours. The wonderful collection of 
hymns, known as Veda, is a vast 
system of religious teachings as 
pure and lofty as those of the 
finest portions of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. We must admit that 

the mind which conceived and 
expressed in appropriate 
language such ideas as are 
everywhere present in these 
Vedic hymns, are in no way 
inferior to those of the best of our 
religious teachers and poets- to 
our Shakespeare. Milton and 
Tennyson." 

Where is the scope for a 
social evolution, if the teachings 
of the Vedas which are decidedly 
the oldest books in the library of 
mankind are found to be as lofty 

and pure? 
It is evident then that the 

higher up towards the source of 
religion we push our enquiries, the 
purer, and the simpler do we come 
to find the Vedic conception of 
God; and as we come down the 
stream of time, the more corrupt 
and complex do we find it. The 
inevitable conclusion, therefore, is 
that the development of religious 
thought in India has been 
uniformly downward, and not 
upward - that of deterioration, and 
not of evolution. We are thus 
justified in concluding that these 
higher and purer conceptions of 
the Vedic Aryans were the results 
of a primitive divine Revelation. 
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