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The Land Of Swami Dayanand Rnown as 
TANKARA 

Sh. S.K. Dua 

If I were to say that I visited Tankara for 27 times, 
during the past two decades (1994 — 2013) possibly, 
few people may believe. And, if I said that I visited 
Tankara for 23 times, during the period 2001- 2006, 
hardly, few people might beleive. But, it is true. The 
fact is, that during that period, "Tankara Trust", had 

assigned me certain time bound projects and programs 
at Tankara, for which my repeated visits to the place 
had become inevitable. My last visit to the city was on 

the Rishibodhutsav, in March 2013, 
Every time I landed up in Tankara, my heart would be 

filled up with great enthusiasm, joy and pride to think that 
I was stepping on the land, which was once treaded by my 

beloved Rishi, DEV DAYANAND, as a child Mool Shankar 

and played on the open grounds and lanes, of this village, 

about two centuries ago. 
The town, called "Tankgra 
Tankara, a hamlet, located on the western bank of 

the DEMI NADI, a rainy season rivulet only (like most of 

the rivers in Saurashtra), and on the main Rajkot — Morbi 
highway, around 40 Kms, from Rajkot, was a sleepy town, 
which had a population of around 20,000 or so, in the 
late eighties. Suddenly, it became active and alert during 
mid nineties. The quest for higher education and better 
living standards, offered a base for the rural masses a 
great change in lifestyles and general behavior of its 
people. With the advent of the information technology 
and its usefulness to the public at large being felt all 
around, how could Tankara remain untouched, from its 

effects? The gram- panchayat also became more active 
in improving the physical condition of the village. The 
kutcha- pucca roads in the village were concreted. The 
open-surface side drains were cemented. The dark lanes 
were replaced with bright electric lamps. 

In improving the over all socio-economic condition of 

the town, the Tankara Trust also did not lag behind. It played 
a very prominent part in building several structures, both 
inside and outside its precincts at its own cost, e.g. the 
massive, 30 ft. high, R.C.C. structure, with stone cladding-
entrance gate for Tankara, named as, the "Mahariishi 

Dayanand Dwar", over looking the Rajkot-Morbi highway, 
built by the Trust from its resources, provides a special 
identity to the Village in the area and has become as its 
famous landmark. Repairs and remodeling of the 

Dayanand Ghat, on the western bank of the Demi river 

and a provision of a toilet block for the public use, near the 

Ghat. A beautiful and colorful public fountain near the main 
bus stop of the town, and a children park," Dayanand 

Vatika", near the historical Rishibodh-Mandir, for 

amusement of the children, are some of the other schemes, 
which were planned and executed by the Trust, for the 
benefit of the local public. Tankara town felt more proud 
when the Trust built the first four-storied residential block 
in its premises, in the year 2003, the first high rise building 
in the town, But, the village was not like this during the 

childhood days of Moo! Shankara. It is said that Tankara 

had only two classes of working men, in olden times. One, 
the Scholars, and the other class was that of the 
Goldsmiths, Authors have written that these Goldsmiths 
were famous for their craftsmanship and intricate / fine 
jewelry work, through out the state of Gujrat and the former 
Bombay State, now part of Maharashtra. In order to improve 

their socio-economic conditions, these families migrated 
to various parts of the country and abroad. 

With more and more development of business 
houses and small scale industrial set-ups coming its 
way in this area, the population of the town was bound 
to swell and now it stands at around 40,000 plus . All 
these factors contributed to the elevation of the village 

town of Tankara to that of a Taluka (Tehsil), under the 

district of Rajkot, a few years back. New business-
houses, show-rooms and small scale industries, are all 
coming up on this belt. A few kilometers up on the 
highway, are the two famous electronic wall clocks and 
telephone- instruments manufacturing Companies, 

named "Samay" and "Orpat"„ Recently a new unit by 

the name, "Dayanand Poly Plast" having a fully 

automatic plant, has come up within the Tankara city 
limits, which manufactures PP / HDPP woven sacks / 
bags and caters for the Sugar Industries in the northern 

and western parts of India.. 
The ' Tankgra Trust" 
The affairs of the "Tankara Trust" are managed by 

a "Board of Trustees". The Trustees are the persons of 
very high repute, who are widely known, acknowledged 
and accredited for their expertise in the social and public 
service fields at their respective places of work / stay 
and volunteer to render their help in running of the Trust, 
effectively and efficiently. Besides its own permanent 
strength of Trustees, there is also a provision in the 
rules, to co-opt a certain number of highly placed 
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persons of all India fame and eminence, to its fold, like 
the "President of the DAV Colleges Managing 
Committee" and like wise positions. The Trust conducts 
its annual special meeting of its Trustees, on the day 
next to the Rishi-Bodh Utsav, every year. Besides 
approving the plan of action for the next year, its Annual 
Budget for the next financial year, the Annual report of 
the Trust, prepared by its Secretary for the current year 
and the Annual Audited Accounts for the previous year, 
are also considered and approved by the Trustees. 

The entire expenditure on running of the two 
"Vidyalyas"(Educational Institutions), the Gaushala, the 
vast campus of the Trust and the 3-4 days' gathering at 
Shivratri Parva, is incurred by the Trust, alone. The 
source of income to the Trust is by way of : ❑ Donations, 
received from the visitors / devotees, coming to Tankara 
for the Utsav, J Donations, received through various 
religious / Social Institutions and Trusts; _I Donations, 
from individuals, through the organized channels of the 
Trust, and ❑ Donations, received from numerous Arya 
Samajs, spread all over the Country.. 

The Trust is running two educational Institutions (for 
boys only) within its precincts at Tankara, under the name 
of "Updeshak Vidyalya", to impart free education to its 
students up to post graduation level. The intake level for 
both the wings is 7th class pass. One of the Vidyalyas, 
caters for the course, as per the prescribed curriculum of 
"Maharishi Dayanand University", Rohtak (Haryana), to 
which it is affiliated, Under this scheme of study, the 
students, from the entry level and through till M. A., are 
taught, in addition to the prescribed syllabus of the 
University„ "Sanskrit-Vyakarana", "Vedas", "Darshan-
Shastra", "Upnishadas" and other ancient books of 
knowledge. Students do not incur any expenses on their 
studies, including boarding and lodging or incidentals, as 
these expenses are borne by the Trust. The other wing of 
the Vidyalya, turns out only "Updeshaks / Pracharaks" 
(Preachers), and "Bhajneeks", who tread different places, 
and spread the message of Arya Samaj, Dayanand and 
Vedic Dharm.. 

The credit for turning these young boys into good 
and educated citizens of the country goes to its teaching 
faculty, (headed by its Aacharya, Shri Ram Dev ji Shastri), 

In addition to the above, the Trust also manages a 
huge "Gaushala", having a total of around 40 cows and 
40-45, calves. The milk procured from the cows is served 
to the students at the "Vidyalya", only, but the quantum 
of milk obtained from the Gaushala stands no 
comparison to its need of the inmates.. 

There is also a centre for training of women in tailoring 
and handicrafts, run in its premises by the Trust, under 

the name of "Shri Onkar Nath Mahila Silai Prashikshan 
Kendra". The centre, which was opened mainly for the 
benefit of the poor and destitute women, to get trained 
and earn their livelihood and be independent in their lives, 
has now assumed great popularity and recognition Many 
young girls and house-wives come to the Kendra to get 
trained and later on, make this as their career. The Kendra 
has since received recognition from the Government 
of Gujrat and all certificates / Degrees are awarded to 
the pass-outs, by Govt. The Trust also has to its credit, 
the publication of a monthly news magazine, called the 
"Tankara Samachar". its issues sent by post against 
subscribed either by way of life-membership, or annual 
subscription fee. The receipt, screening or scrutinizing of 
articles, write-ups, poems and advertisements etc, and so 
also, its publication and dispatch of the copies to the 
subscribers, are organized and controlled by a 
youngTrustee of the Tankara Trust, The middle- aged 
editor, performs all the functions every month„ besides 
discharging his official duties, Manager in PSU Bank. The 
one page editorial, inserted by him in every issue, is more 
often than not, turns into a mind blowing topic. The 
magazine, published from New Delhi, has always received 
great admiration at the hands of the readers, for its paper 
quality, glossiness, page-lay-outs and print quality.. 

?lie Palace 
The entire Trust Compound, the so called Parisar, once, 

belonged to the king of Morbi, who had built this palace 
as his resting or hunting abode, outside Morbi. The 
compound, with an area of around 4.30 acres of land, has 
a huge newly built "YAGYASHALA", houses two old 
structures of the Raja's times, called, the Raja-vas and the 
Rani-vas and also many new multi-storied structures for 
use as hostels for students and residences of teachers 
etc. Flats for use of visitors/ guests are also located in this 
"parisae. It is learnt that Shri Mehar Chand Mahajan ji, 
the first Indian Chief Justice of Supreme Court of India 
and also the founder Trustee of the SMDSST, had 
purchased this Mahalaya from the Morbi Raja, in 1957, 
for the Trust, at a very nominal price. In this honorees task, 
he was also helped by an Industrialist from Porbandar 
,(Gujrat), shri Nanjibhai Kalidasbhai Mehta and also 
Shaarda ji of Ajmer (Rajasthan). 

The Birth Place, where Dayanand was born 
The house, where Mool Shankar (Swami 

Dayanand) was born in Tankara, was in the possession 
of his extended family members. Although, some of the 
adjoining houses had already been procured and were 
in the possession of the Trust, but the particular room, 
where he (Mool Shankara) was born„ was held by the family 
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descendants of the Rishi. Despite repeated efforts made 
by the Trust, over several years, the family was not 
agreeable to hand over part of the house, the specific room 
where he was born, the "Janam-Sthan", to the Trust at any 
cost, He was said to be reluctant because of sentimental 
attachments. It was during the year 1999, that Shri 
Kanjibhai Chakoo, the owner of the property of 
Dayananda„ yielded under personal requests of Shri 
Satyanand Munjal ji, the President / Managing Trustee of 
the Trust, to part away with the possession of the actual 
birth-room Now, the Trust has built a double storey huge 
structure over the place. The ground floor holds the 
photographic exhibition of the DEV DAYANANDA, from 
the time of his birth to his death ("Nirwan"), over the 
display-boards. In the extreme corner end of the hall, is 
the room, marked as Janam-Sthan, enclosed by the glass 
doors on two sides, so that the visitors are able to have 
the inside view of the room. 

gke5471491/5.20/60AMII1drankl-Malal) 
A tiny structure (not even 4,5ft.high), is the historical, 

Shiv Mandir, located very close to the Trust's Gaushala and 
the city main bus stop, where the child Mool Shankara, 
awakened his inner conscience and he thought for himself 
that this idol could not be the Shiva, the protector of the 
Universe. This awakening, the BODH, made Mool Shankara, 
the Dayanada, in the coming years„ the great thinker, the 
philosopher, the reformer and above everything, the savior 
of the "Hindu Jaati" and Vedic Dharma. 

Tlie V'snit atin-otsav giinicgnz 2013 
Like every year, this year's parva, was also celebrated 

at Tankara with great devotion fun and enthusiasm. 
Thousands of Rishi-Bhaktas had reached Tankara after 
covering varying distances,By and large, it was a great 
festival scene, by the evening of 9th  March, at the Trust's 
compounds. 

Keeping in with its tradition, the one week prior of the 
Shivratri Pa rv, "Yajur-Ved parayan-Yagya", was in 
performance. Both, at the morning and evening times, The 
conduct of the Brahma of the Yagya was highly appreciated 
by all. His explanation of various kriyas and rituals, during 
the performance of the yagya, was very well received by 
all. 

The morning "Prabhat-Pheris" for the three days 
period, were full of enthusiasm and vigor. Even, the very 
old men and women were chanting slogans and bhajans 
so loudly and forcefully, as if age had no effect on them. 
The Shobha-Yatra on 10th  of March, after the flag hoisting 
ceremony, needs no explanation. It was simply superb. 

On the same evening, a special public meeting was 
held, where certain persons of the public, who had 
rendered valuable services to the Trust, during the past  

year(s), were honored and decorated. The chief guest for 
the function, Shri Poonam Suri, President , DAV Colleges 
Managing Committee, New Delhi, could not, unfortunately, 
make it to reach Tankara, due to certain unavoidable 
reasons. His message was, however, read by Shri S. K. 
Sharma, the Secretary of the DAV Committee. In 
appreciation of the good performance of the Tankara Trust, 
over the past several years, the DAV Colleges Managing 
Committee was highly considerate and generous to send 
a cheque for Rs. 5,00,000/-(Rupees five lac only), through 
Shri S.K. Sharma, as its donation to the Tankara Trust. 

The presidential address was delivered by Shri Yogesh 
Munjal, an Industrialist from Delhi and also a Trustee on 
the Board. Expressing his anguish over the consequent 
fall in receipts. Exhorting the Rishi Bhaktas to show more 
involvement in the affairs of Tankara, he gave call to a 
new scheme under which, one person each from every 
state, should volunteer himself / herself and take a vow 
to make 1000 new members of Rs.1000- donations per 
such member for Tankara, from his / her state, during the 
next year. He further announced that such of the 
individuals, who achieve this goal, would be publically 
honoured here from this stage, next year. My memoirs of 
the Tankara utsav -2013, would be half complete if I forgot 
to mention of the services rendered by a few individuals 
or a group of persons, who are behind the screen actors, 
like the agency looking after the electricity supply, round 
the clock, not only inside the campus, but even up to the 
Maharishi Dayanand Dwar, to make the lives of the visitors 
safe, comfortable and care free.. Similarly, the agencies 
looking after the work of mike system at all the times, 
round the clock services of cleanliness of premises, the 
sanitation and water supply would need a mention. The 
food, milk and tea responsibility for all the three times in a 
day being offered by Dr. V. H. Patel and his team of around 
30 persons (Men and women), who all come from Bhuj, to 
discharge this onerous responsibility with great care and 
pleasure, every year. It is learnt that this team is doing so, 
for the past around 40 years, which is highly admirable. 
Managing arrangements to serve the 3 meals a day for 
thousands of persons in a short span of one hour or so 
duration, is really a herculean task. Similarly, the services 
of the "Tandoor Party" from Delhi, headed by a young 
man, A big crowd of men and women is always seen 
surrounding the "Tandoor", at the two-meal- times, 
desirous of having fresh and hot, straight from tandoor„ 
the" tandoori-rotis with Dal". The team is seen to be 
serving their guests with a big smile, always. . . All 
appreciations for the Secretary Sh. Ramnath Sehgal a 
young man of 89 years, who cordinate with everyone and 
make united for only one goal i.e. to make Birth Palace 
world famous and Prachar of Vedic values, May god 
bless him. 	 (Mob.: 09890661354) 
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