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(Continued from previous issue)

ARYA SAMAJ CALLING YOU

- By Baleswar Muni
g THE PRINCIPLES OF ARYA
" : SAMAJ

*‘-_"-'-_-1_,_. 10. All human beings should
%, ' subject themselves in abiding
Ve by the rules of social interest
and should be at liberty to follow
rules of individual interest.
Man is born free but is bound in
fetters. The wisdom of these
words dawn upon him who
realizes that if society has given him certain rights, it has
also directed him to fulfill his duties. One's right is another
man duty. He is free to exercise his rights but is also duty
bound. All those rules which are for the benefit of society
are made and promulgated so that the interests and rights
of all the people may be safeguarded. In compliance to
these rule one must subjugate himself to them and not
violate them even for his self interest. Itis only then that law
and order can be maintained in society. A glance at the
principles will make the reader realize what is basis of the
beliefs and disbeliefs of Arya Samaj and what are its aims
and objects. Arya Samaj does not preach any new religion.
Arya Samaj is only reviving the true Vedic Dharma in all its
aspects. Arya Samaj believes that everyman is directly
connected with supreme being. Worship of God means the
holding of direct spiritual communion with him.

Swami Dayanand Saraswati boosted up moral
character of the Indians

Swami Dayanand posed searching questions to
his countrymen. Why do we feel inferior to others ? What is
there that makes you ashamed of calling yourself Indian?
Why have you parted with your national pride and
prestige? "In the whole world there is no country like India.
He thundered, he recited impassioned, historical episode
to prove his statements. The Indians were the sole
overlords of the whole world. He quoted the authorities of
foreigners to convince his people of the earnestness of his
stand. Mr.JACOLIET, a French scholar had written in his
book "The Bible in India". India is the fountain head of all
knowledge and all righteousness. All knowledge and all
religions have sprung from here (India). He prays in this
book, Said Dayanand "O' God make my country as
advanced in knowledge as Indian was in olden days"
Vedas are the original source of religion, culture and
civilization of India. They are the real foundation of the
Indian thought, philosophy and knowledge. They (Vedas)
are the soul of India. Accordingly Swami Dayanand
presented them as a scripture of divine knowledge, divine
worship, divine action. This was his greatest gift to the

8o ©)emenn) ailkal2)@)o
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Indian Nation. He denounced evils and vulgarities spread
by the vested interest in the name of religion with the
burning heat of righteous indignation and divine passion.
Vedas in hand he challenged Hindu orthodoxy to prove if
they justify on their bases, polytheism, pathionism, idol
worship, casteism, untouchability, infant marriages, forced
widowhood, sati, infanticide and a hundred and one other
superstitions degenerating Hindu society. The whole
frontline and reserve of the orthodoxy came forward to
silence him. But Dayanand's profound scholarship,
incisive logic, powerful persuasion, and opportune
hammering brought them to their knees. Let no one ever
renounce dharma (righteousness) either through fear on
through greed or ever for the sake of his life. Dharma is
eternal, while pleasures and pains are transitory. The soul
is eternal; while the body is perishable.
Swami Dayanand Saraswati presents the true picture
of God and religion

In order to establish faith for God and religion
among the people, Swami Dayanand quotes an example,
i.e.the undersirable food causes diseases in the body. This
does not mean that we should stop taking meals. To keep
the body and soul together, proper food is very essential.
Actually the undesirable food is to be stopped. Similarly
inner feeling to the man is to rely upon some super power
and worship him properly. If he is not given the proper
guidance while worshiping the true image of God he may
fall prey to worshiping the imaginary idols of Gods and
Goddesses prevalent in the world. If the man does not get
the proper food he may be compelled to eat anything to
satisfy his hunger. The same formula is applied to quench
the spiritual hunger.

Is it possible to be without religion ?

Is religion not as necessary for mankind as bread
itself ? What does history say ? Have there ever been any
nations or any part of the world which had no religion atall ?
Those who are competent to speak on these subjects point
just the other way. Mrs.M.BLAVATSKY in her IS UNVAID
says, it is one of the most undesirable fact of psychology
that the average man can as little exist, out of a religious
element of some kind, as fish out of water.

After another place Swami Dayanand quotes
Mr.Count Tolstoy to give one more truth for all those who
claim to destroy a religion altogether. He says that
whenever efforts have been made to destroy a religion,
they have resulted into the establishment of a very gross
form of religion. Just as man deprived of good nourishing
food, begins to eat any and everything good or bad,
similarly the people deprived of a true and healthy form of
religion fell down to grossest form of superstition. Try to
dethrone God, you will find that false gods will take His
place. Try to do away with sublime form of prayers and you
will find base forms of worship taking their place. This is the

Na thasya Pratima Asthi Yasya Nama Mahadyashah (Yajurved 31-2)
There is no measure, no image of that GOD whose name is Great




80) GRALAVAIR0 (alavlevle0smo

BWIMM® (VEMWo 6o ©YeMEm) ilKaI2dwJo 1189 ailétBo - &l 2013 Haimoerud

scientific age. Science has made a great progress. But can
anyone say that even in the most scientifically advanced
countries they have been able to turn out religion. It is,
therefore, an urgent need, that instead of turning our back
over religion or try to dispense with it altogether, we ought
to try to investigate the true religion and propagate it. In this
way Swami Dayanand tried to purify Hindu religion at the
cost of his very life. He made the bread of religion worth
eating for the whole mankind. The true picture of religion
was presented to the world by him. Further, Swami Ji says
that true religion should remove all the barriers that stands
between man and God. But, barriers set up by different
religions of the world are almost impossible to break. The
result is, that instead of making the intrinsic or extrinsic life
of mankind peaceful, religions have made it miserable.
Realization of father-hood of God of all the people is true
step towards realization of brotherhood of all men.

Swami Dayanand's concept about the caste system
prevalent in the society

Swami Dayanand made it clear to the people of
the world that the difference between man and man based
on birth, colour and nation is entirely against the teachings
of the holy Vedas. The difference between man and man
only lies in intellectual and physical development. Good
and bad people take birth in every family and every nation
of the world.

Swami is of the view that it is not necessary that
the son of a Brahmin will also be a Brahmin and the son of a
Shudra will remain a Shudra. They can change caste
(VARNA) by attaining the required qualification. A son of a
Brahmin is liable to lose his high caste (VARNA) by
indulging in evil activities in the society. A son of Shudra
can similarly become Pandit (Brahmin) by attaining the
qualifications of a Scholar. There are glaring examples in
the Arya Samaj, where Shudras are serving as purohiths,
teachers and preachers by getting the required
qualifications. Swami Ji proclaimed that all men were
fundamentally equal. They have the inherent right to
receive education; no man can be debarred from
education. It was Arya Samaj which opened schools for
women as well as for untouchable at the teeth of opposition
from misguided orthodox people.

Further, the scholars of Arya Samaj, by quoting
from ancient Sanskrit Scriptures, smrities and Vedas have
now convinced the Hindus in general that, by introducing
social reforms they would be performing an obligation
which their own sacred book demand and by neglecting it
they would be committing a sin. To stand in the way of
widow marriage is a sin. To practice or encourage child
marriage is a sin. To deprive women or any section of men
of the right of education is a sin. Infanticide is a sin.
Untouchability is a sin. Itis the Arya Samaj that has created
these convictions in the minds of Hindus and the world at
large.

The Place of GURU in the eyes of Swami Dayanand

About guru (true teacher), Swami Dayanand was
of the opinion, that, whoever by your guru, as long as you
can directly realize the reflection of your maker (God)
within your onself, it is all right. He can guide you to that
end. He cannot be an end in himself. He should only
beckon you towards God. He should not stand between
Him and His disciples. Swami Dayanand, in his great work
the Satyarth Prakash (Light of Truth) has very clearly
brought to light the private doings of such gurus though he
himself a sage of high order and he never advise his
followers to blindly and sheeply follow him. He simply
points to the teachings of the true Vedas. Arya Samaj has
altogether done away with gurudom. If all Hindus free
themselves from the influence of gurudom, whatever their
other differences they will have no difficulty in being united.

His nobility of purpose and purity of life made
Swami Dayanand equally adorable by his followers. But
one point he emphasized was that he was as good a man
as anybody also, and therefore his saying should not be an
object of blind faith. It is only through teaching like these
that all worships other than the worship of God can be up-
rooted.

(To be continued)
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Ma Bhrathaa Bhraatharam dvikshan Maa swasaara mutha swasaa (Atharva Veda 330.3)
Let not a brother hate his brother and let not a sister hate her sister
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Bhadram Karnebhih Shrunuyaama Deva Bhadram Pashyema Akshabhir Yajathrah (Yajurveda 25-21)
May we always hear what is good and see what is good aswell.
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Om Krinvantho Vishwamaaryam (Rigveda 9.63.5)
Make this world Enlightened.
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