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THE VEDIC LIGHT

THE AGE OF THE VEDAS

The age of Vedas according to
some eminent historians of the day is as
follows:

Maxmuller, Macdonel, keith
1400B.C
Hang, Whitney, Wilson, Gritfith
2000B.C
Jacobi
4000B.C
B.G.Tilak
6000B.C
N.B.Panagi
2,40000B.C.
~ Dinanath Shastri Chulait
3,00,000B.C

However, according to maxmuller -
“After the latest researches into the history
and chronology of the old Testament, we may
now safety call the Rigveda, the oldest book,
not only of the Aryans, but of the whole
world.” But in Physical Religion, Grifford
Maxmuller says:“We could nothopeto be
able to lay down any terminus quo. Whether
the Vedic hymns were composed in 1000 or
1500 or 2000 or 3000 years B.C., no power on
earth could ever fix.”

To A.C Das, some of the
descriptions in the Vedas appear to refer such
configuration of land as, according to
geological hypothesis, could have existed
inthe Miocene or Piocene epoch, whose age
is to be computer by some hundreds of
thousands, if not millions of years. Scientists
(Prof.Nagi and Zumberge of the university
Ariyona) have found traces of ancient life

- and matter dating back to 2300 million years.
The discovery was made in rocks, found in
Transval area South Africa, 320 K.m. north of
Johannesberg.”-The tribune, July 13,1875.

The world’s highest mountain
range could be 200 million years old - twice
as old as previously thought, a group of
scientists said in a statement issued here
(Bonn) by the West German Research group

DFG on Friday - The Hindustan Times,
dated Oct. 18, 1987,

According to Indian traditions,
based on astronomical data, the Vedas were
revealed 1, 97, 29, 490, 95(1995A.D.) years
ago.The calculation, corroborated by the
‘Samkalpa’ almost invariably read out by
our priests at the commencement of every
yajna. The text of the ‘Samkalpa’ is as
follows -

‘st aowe sitwEn fida
e damEmaras) sreavfaas
whr wot: w0
Ftadi=ra e -
Hacai-3d wa-aR-us-fat =<
&d feaa o

Works on modern science almost
corroborate this oriental view about the age
of the earth. Compare the following -

Some good evidence that the real
age of the earth is 2or 3 thousand million
years, has been arrived at by the study of
uranium and an istope lead (into which it
irretrienally changes) in the layers of rocks.

Recent archaeological discoveries
have carried the origin of man to millions
of years back. And the Vedic research, as it
advances, carries the antiquity of the Vedas
ever further and yet further in the past.
Latest theories tend to affirm that the Vedas
are not only the oldest record of humanity
but co-eval with man. The weight of
scientific evidence is all against an infinitely,
expended past, but the past - which we
formerly reckoned as six thousand years
cannot be shorter than 1800 million years,
and may be far longer.

In the “Outline of Modern
Knowledge'by William Rose we read: “Our
globe must be about two thousand million
years old.” H.G Wells (An outline of History)
said: “Astronomers and mathematicians
give us 200 million years as the age of the

(Swami Vidyanand Sarswati ji)

earth as a body separate from the sun.’lt is
regrettable that, ignoring all this latest
scientific evidence corroborating the age of
the earth and man inhabiting it, our teacher
and leaders still continue to persist in their
old, wrong and damaging views about their
ancient and glorious heritage.

The four Vedas - The Vedas have
been traditionally four from the very beginning.
The whole of Sanskrit (Vedic as well as
classical) literature proclaims with one voice
that the Vedas are four and names them all
separately. Western scholars like Bloomfield’s,
misled perhaps by the popular phrase ‘Trayi-
Vidya' hold the view that Atharva Veda was a
later addition, as it was composed much later
than the other three.

The Rigveda is admittedly the oldest
book in the library of the world. A verse in the
Rigveda says -

AT Wagd: e Wi St
B AR AEERRERAEd | |

If the Atharva Veda were a later
production, how could it be included in the
Regveda which was an earlier production? The
fact is that the expression ‘Trayi' actually
denotes Veda’s subjects put forth in three
different styles - Viz. Knowledge, action and
devotion , offered respectively in poetry, prose
and song.

The Rigveda deals with theories and
experiments. While the process of preparing
re-agents and apparatus is recorded in the
Yajurveda.Yajna is a Vedic expression for what
we call experimentation. The direction, that
the Mantra embody are, therefore, such as will
enable us to perform scientific experiments
which, when accomplished, Communicate to
us knowledge of the Laws of Nature. The
Atharva Veda is a also popularly known as
Bhasajya Veda, as it mainly deals with the
science of medicine. To talk of magic,
witchcraft etc. inthe AtharvaVeda is misnomer
-humbug.
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