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of birds 
Speculative thoughts or well researched? 
Did God empower the birds ? Did you 
ever see a bird passing  away ? 
A THOUGHT 
Are the Flying  free birds Crown Creation 
of nature? Where do birds go to die? 
A strange questions but the answers are 
stranger or probably there is no answer at all. 
One fine morning, seated at my favorite tea spot, 
overlooking  the evergreen banyan tree against 
the background of the pleasantly warm early 
morning  sun watching  my avian friends, a mix 
of parakeets, sparrows and Mark twain favorite 
friends the Indian crows;  all of them permanent 
occupants of this peaceful tree 
colony;  the following  thought 
just popped into my head. I have 
been watching  my feathered 
friends, chirping, cooing  and 
quarreling  so sweetly ever so 
often but I have never seen any one of them ever 
lying  dead either under that tree or anywhere in 
the vicinity or our residential colony or 
surprisingly even all over the world. 
Think world is populated with flocks of birds, 
but strangely, one never see bodies of dead birds 
lying around, rarely one does see bird remains 
left behind by a careless cat or a pigeon killed in 
flight by the sharp kite string  during  the makar 
sankranti, a kite festival. 
But, lying  around dead from a natural cause? 
Never! So do birds live forever? Well! 
When no answer comes to mind, what does one 
do? Well for many unanswered questions one 
does ask GURU GOOGLE! That's exactly what I 
did.. 
Guess what ? Google had no logical answer.! 
To find the answer to my question, I browsed 
bird watching  sites skimmed through 
ornithology resources but with no luck, just 

ITRTrtf ATV 	 Tt-R, arqT41--R094 'RV 

vague and funny answers. Disappointed and 
fatigued from the Google search;  just before 
signing off, I came across a very interesting  
article on "Dying  Pattern of birds" and cited 
below was a controversial theory by Late Cork 
Bishop Cornelius Lucey that begins with the 
Question. "Where do birds go to die?" Bishop 
challenged anyone to produce evidence of a 
bird that had died from a natural cause. Bishop 
Lucey distinguished death from natural causes 

and death by predator, or death 
eiT4"(1'ti tf 3ff 	f through car accident. Death 

	

qzfr ft-4r 4 itt tit 		il 	through accidental or deliberate 

TF ti 	'atql 	means resulted in mangled 
"1°' bodies we all have seen, but it is 

a fact, dead birds are so difficult 
to locate that scientists use birders to help track 
population in order to estimate number of 
annual avian deaths. 
The Bishop, who had an in-depth knowledge 
of the life-patterns of bees, conducted the study 
of birds, with the same gusto. In the case of 
Bees, the Bishop explained that bees died, by 
rising, into the "upper air", and there they 
literally were destroyed through a natural 
disintegration process. After the study of birds 
he concluded that as birds had an inner sensory 
device, which told them when to migrate and 
like the bees they too had an inner sensory 
device which told them when it was time to die, 
or when their life cycle was complete. 
On the premonition of death, they too 
like the bees rise up higher and higher till they 
disintegrate in the upper air. This unpublished 
theory is the closest answer to my query. 
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This triggers the following thought; if we go by 
the Bishop's hypothesis on the dying pattern of 
birds for which as of date there is no counter 
solid scientific theory, then it would not be out 
of place to conclude that birds are at a higher 
plane than humans since the birds actually 
KNOW when they are going to die, something 
that even the so called evolved, aware and 
intelligent human race does not know! That 
when a bird knows that it has lived enough, 
seen enough, it can happily leave its body at 
will by flying high-up and just disintegrating; 
no age related aches, pains of suffering. 
WOW! Our feathered friends seem to be more 
evolved than humans, they live that freedom 
we all would die for; freedom to go where they 
want, when they want, cross all borders sans 
passport, the power to detach themselves from 
the young ones as soon as they are ready to take 
their own course and now it seems they know 
when they will die and where to die, Real cool! 
They can attain MOKSHA at will. 

A Thereby lingers the thought; Is Man, the 
self-proclaimed most evolved living being 
really at the apex of evolution pyramid?or 
please tell me where the birds go to die. 

❑❑❑ 	Shri K Govindan Krishnamenon 
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Human teeth are 

almost as hard 

as rocks! 

Camels have three eyelids 

to protect themselves 

from blowing sand! 

Over 10,000 

birds 

a year die 

from 

smashing into 

windows! 

There are 

more 

than one 

million 

animal species 

on Earth! 
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Until the nineteenth century, 

solid blocks of tea were used 

as money in Siberia! 

In Tokyo, a bicycle is faster 

than a car for most trips 

of less than 50 minutes! 

Tourists visiting Iceland 

should know that tipping at 

a restaurant is considered an insult! 

a4't 
rzOt 

The two-foot long bird called a Kea 

that lives in New Zealand likes to eat 

the strips of rubber around car windows! 

A cockroach can live 

several weeks with its 

head cut off - it 

dies from starvation! 

It's against the law to burp, or 

sneeze in a certain church in 

Omaha, Nebraska! 

A mole can dig a tunnel 

300 feet long in just one night! 
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