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Arya Marriage Validation Act No. 19 of 1937

(Finally passed by both the houses and sanctioned
by His Excellency the Governor General)

To the recognise and remove doubts as to the va-
lidity of inter-marriages current among Arya
Samajists. Whereas it is expedient to recognise and
place beyond doubt the validity of inter-marriages
of a class of Hindus known as Arya Samayjists, it is
hereby enacted as follows -

Short Title and extent

1) (i) This act may be called the Arya Marriage Vali-
dation Act. 1937. '
(ii) Itextends to the whole of the British India including
British Baluchistan and the Santhal pargans, and ap-
plies also to all India subjects of His Majesty within
other parts of India, and to all Indian subjects of His
Majesty without and beyond British India.
Marriages between Arya Samajists not to be
invalid

2 Notwithstanding any provision of Hindu law,
usage or custom to the contrary no marriage con-
tracted whether before or after the commencement
of this Act between two persons being at the time of
the marriage Arya Samajists shall be invalid or shall
be deemed ever to have been invalid by reason only
of the fac that the parties at the any time belonged
to different caste or different sub-castesl of Hindus
or that either or both of the arties at any time before
the marriage belongedtoa }cligion other than Hin-
duism.
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A Bill To

Recognise and remove doubts as to the
validity of inter-marriages current among Arya
Samajists.

Whereas it is expedient to recognise and
place beyond doubit the validity of inter-ma-rriages
of Arya Samajists; It is hereby enacted as follows :-

(1) This Act may be called the A rya
Short title Marriage Validation Act, 1935. and extent.

(2) It shall apply to the whole of British
India and shall apply to all cases that may come up
for decision after the passing of this Act whether the
marriage in question took place before or after the
passing of this Act. '

2. For the purpose of this Act ‘Arya.Samajist
Definition. means a person who :-
(@) . isamember of any Arya Saroaj; or

(b) within five years :of the passing of
this Act or within one year of his marriage (which
ever period expires last) executes a written document
declaring himself to be an-Arya Samajist or in terms
equivalent thereto.

(c) is amember of the family, of, or a relative
undef the mentioned dependent on, or a person
guardianship of, any person in clause (a) or clause

(b).

Explanation:- Where a document mentioned
in clause (b) of section 2 is registered under the
Indian Registration Act 1908, it shall be conclusive
evidence of the fact of his being an Arya Samajist
and no evidence shall be admissible to prove the

contrary.

3. No marriage between Arya Samajists
shall be invalid or -shall be deemed ever to have
been invalid by _tenson of the parties having
belonged to differentcastes or sub-castes of Hindus
or to different ‘religions, any law or usage or custom
to the contrary notwithstanding.

4. For purposes of succession all inter
marriages referred to in section 3 of this Act shall be

Arya Jeevan

a@

deemed to be marriages between persons of the
same caste of (Dwijas) the twice born Hindus.

ftfee (3)
(qm Re st o, qean fiw ot @ wega)
AryaMarriage Validation Bill

Whereas it is expedient that inter marriages amongst
Arya Samajists May be legalised and their validity
placed beyond doubt it is enacted as

1. This Act shall be called
Marriage Validation Act.”

“The Arya

2. Itshall apply to the whole of British India.

3. No marriage among the Arya Samajists
shall be invalid on the ground that the husband and
wife belonged before becoming Arya Samajists to
different castes or sukastes of Hindus or to different
religions, any law or usage or custom to the contrary
notwithstanding:

Provided the parties must not be related to
each other in any degree of consanguinity or
affinity which would, aecording to the Laws of Manu
render a marriage between theta illegal.

4. For the purposes of this act an Arya
Samajist shall mean a person: whose name is borne
on the register of members of an Arya Samaj
affiliated to the Arya Sarvadeshik Sabha or to any
of the Provincial Arya Representative Assemblies
(by whatever name they be known) existing at
present in any province or part of province or which
may hereafter be established and registered
according to law, and shall include members of his
or her family and such relations as are dependent
on him or her, although their names may not appear
on the aforesaid register.

Statement of objects and reasons -

As the Arya Samajists who form quite an
appreciable number of the Indian population
conscientiously believe that the present caste system
isnot in accordence with their scriptures, the Vedas,
and as according to the law as administered at
present marriages among couples belonging to
different castes or sub-castes are considered invalid
and there is a fear of the issue of such marriages
being declared illegitimate as quite a large number
of such marriages have taken place and more would
have taken place had there been no such obstacles
itis necessary to have a law which would give relief
to the Arya Samajists. Hence the above short law
is proposed.
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