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(Continued from previous issue)

ARYA SAMAJ CALLING YOU

- By Baleswar Muni

Dayananda said "Back to
the Vedas"

Swami Dayanand's
arguments about Vedas were
genuine and authentic. He said
that Vedas were divine and had
been revealed in the beginning
of the universe. God could not
have made people and left
them without light. Further, he
says that the Vedas came in the beginning of the creation,
therefore they (Vedas) did not have references to historical
persons and events.

The teachings of Swami Dayanand
revolutionized the whole realm of Hindu thought. When he
first proclaimed that idolatory was against the Vedas, even
the great Pandits were taken by surprise. They wondered
as to what actual Vedas were. Today, Hinduism has
degenerated to accommodate atheists, theists, materialist
and spiritualists etc. But the Arya Samaj follows and
preaching the philosophy of the holy Vedas. It preaches
monotheism but not monism. There is only one God. But
God is not the only existence. There are other existence as
well as though God is supreme. the identity of souls with
God is erroneous. The souls are also eternal as God, but
they (souls) are finite in power, knowledge and magnitude.
They are not all knowing, all pervading and all powerful.
Besides, there is one more thing, called matter, which is
also eternal. Matter and souls are the material causes of
universe, while God is the creator. Just as the potter makes
his pots out of earth. So God does not creates the universe
out of primordeal matter. Had there been God alone, there
was neither possibility or purpose of creating anything. The
creator can not be the material cause as nothing can be
made out of nothing. The non-believe that nothing can be
created without a cause that God is the creator, that same
is the material cause too. Swami Dayanand reject this view
as he does not find any example in the universe which
might support the view that a doer can ever be a material
cause.

Arya Samaj made huge contributions in removing
three great superstitions like:

a) Undue importance to Guru as the mediator between
man and God.

b)  Multiplicity of God in Gods

c) Replacement of formless God with dubious human

characters appearing in the shape of swamis,
mahatmas, bhagwans and so on.

Na thasya Pratima Asthi Yasya Nama Mahadyashah (Yajurved 31-2)
There is no measure, no image of that GOD whose name is Great
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Vedic concept of God

On the basis of Vedas, Swami Dayanand
propounded that the God is omniscient, eternal and all
pervading. He is the Originator and Controller of the all
moving or stationary things. All movements originate from
Him. All movements are controlled by him. Swami ji further
says that one who see all being in God does not come to
grief. He is bliss. He is pure. He is formless. He is Free from
sins. He is Wise, intelligent and Self Existent.

The Supremacy of God has been explained in many
verses of the Vedas. In this verse overall fatherhood of God
is clearly mentioned. Our mortal father begets us, supports
us and gives us name. Similarly God makes the world
supportitand gives all things their names.

On the basis of the Vedas Swami Ji asserts that OM
or God is unchangeable. All this Universe is His
manifestation. The sun, the moon even every leaf of the
tree or every finger of a man is his manifestation. Those
who do not see God in everything in this universe can
hardly see him in the form of a particular man who is
subject to all human limitations.

Swami ji further says that God is perfect, therefore,
universe is perfect. From the perfect emanates the perfect.
In fact, there is nothing so small that does not excite the
wonder of man. The great Taj Mahal, the great pyramids or
other wonders of world are nothing in comparison with the
smallest leg of smallest ant. Only the eye is wanted to see
it; soul is wanted to appreciate it.

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Swami Dayanand informs people that all mediator
ship between man and God should be removed. If God is
the Father and we are his sons, what is the need of any
mediation between him and his children ? If God loves us
as our mother, or much more, let us go direct to his lap. Let
us feel that we are with him and he is with us. All worships
that are done through a third party, whether it be a man or
any other object should go. God should appear to us as
God and as none else.

The holy Vedas laud the Supremacy of God. Swamiji
further says, itis utterly wrong to say that religion better say
dharma according to Vedic doctrines relates only to one
phase of life. Dharma touches every aspect of life. The
Vedas cover every department of life. Their love for nature
is proverbial. If you read the Vedas you can not bur be
impressed with the beauties of universe. Lordly
mountains, gliding streams, spacious firmaments, they all
inspire. They create in the reader's mind not a hatred but a
peculiar love towards the great work of Great God. The
Vedas sing of him as he is our Father, Life Giver and kin as
well. God is ours. Vedas further say May sun protect us
from above, May air protect us from the side, may fire
protect us below.
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"Vedas want us to be Rich and self dependent”

Wealth is perhaps, the most important sign of wordly
prosperity. Riches are not a curse and therefore nowhere
have they been condemned or rich man reviled (abused).
The Vedas do not say like a Bible that for camel it is
possible to pass through the eyes of needle, but for a rich
man it is impossible to enter the heaven. The Vedas extol
wealth and rightly so :

"Letus be the lord of wealth
O'lord, give unto us, wide, big
life lasting, indestructible wealth
Consisting of cows and corn”

All the quotation show that Vedas, enjoins us to look
the world in the face; to rise up to the situation and to try to
possess all wordly powers so that we may be dependent
upon none and living successfully in the world may pass
peacefully to ex-wordly bliss.

Teachings of Arya Samaj

The Arya Samaj believes that God gives in the
beginning os every cycle of creation. His divine message in
the form of Vedas for the spiritual and material (physical)
guidance of man, just as he gives the sun as the material
light. The Arya Samaj says that religion was in its perfect
form during Vedic period. No change for the better has
taken place since then though in several points it has
deteriorated. Arya Samaj does not allow any mediator ship
between soul and God, either in the form of prophet or a
son. Arya Samaj does not allow any mediator ship between
soul and God, either in the form of prophet or a son. Arya
Samaj teaches only spiritual fatherhood of God and not
material.

Arya Samaj teaches the equality of woman with man,
and kinship of all animal worlds. The temples of Arya
Samaj are ever open for all including depressed classes.
Even the right of wearing the sacred Thread (yagapaveet)
has been given to them. The first thing discovered by
Swami Dayanand was that Vedic Varnas (the classification
of caste system) did not depend upon birth. In the fourth
samulas of his great book Satyarth Parkash, he discusses
at great length that son of Shudra become Brahmin by
learning Vedas and Aarsh literature and improving his
deeds. He defines Shudra as one who has not received the
benefit of education, or one that was given all possible
education but could not be educated for personal disability.

Arya Samaj believes that Vedas are meant for all
ages and for all people, men and women, high and low.
They read the Vedas loudly in the meetings, they teach
them to any one who may be willing to do so. They bring out
cheap edition of Vedas so that all people may understand
what is in them. Every Arya Samaijist feels proud to have
Vedasin his house.

(To be continued)

Ma Bhrathaa Bhraatharam dvikshan Maa swasaara mutha swasaa (Atharva Veda 330.3)
Let not a brother hate his brother and let not a sister hate her sister
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Make this world Enlightened.
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