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Om prataragnim pratar indram hava mahé pratar mitra varuna pratar ashvina.

Pratar bhagam pushanam brahma naspatim pratah soma muta rudram huvéma.
Rig. Véda 7/41/1

O Seigneur ! Toi qui es le créateur du ciel, du soleil, de la terre, de la lune, des
planetes et de ['univers, toi qui es la source de toute connaissance véritable qui comprend
entre autres les sciences et les arts, toi qui possédes toutes les richesses matérielles du monde,
toi qui détiens toute capacite physique, intellectuelle, spirituelle, artistique et esthétique que
tu transmets a [’homme. Tu es le maitre supréme de [ 'univers.

Tu es aussi notre pere nourricier et notre protecteur. Tu nous guides dans le bon
chemin de la vie. Par ton omniscience tu ¢loignes de nous tous les dangers, les fleaux, les
maladies, les péchés et les problemes auxquels nous sommes exposés.

Nous nous soumettons a ta volonté a cette heure du matin et nous te prions de nous
accorder ta bénédiction. N. Ghoorah
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International Arya Maha Sammelan 2013

This is to inform you that the Arya Sabha Mauritius is organising an
International Aryan Conference to mark the Centenary celebration of the
registration of Arya Samaj in Mauritius from the 5th December to 8th De-

All members of the Arya Samaj are requested to participate actively in this
event and to contribute for the success of the same.

H. Ramdhony
Secretary
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Vedas and the importance of
Forests and Trees

Ravindrasingh Gowd

The Vedas, comprising the Rig Ved,
Yajur Ved, Sam Ved and the Atharva Ved, are
of Divine origin revealed to Rishis Agni,
Vayu, Aditya and Angira respectively at the
beginning of creation of man 1,960,853,118
years ago for the moral, spiritual, and phys-
ical guidance and uplift of humanity. They
are the reservoirs of all wisdoms necessary
to sustain the whole universe. Unfortunately
Man has changed his code of conduct and
has interfered with nature for his immediate
needs to such an extent that we are now fac-
ing the dreadful reactions of climate change,
pollution, rise in atmospheric temperature
with high concentration of green house gases
causing a negative impact in our eco-system.

Forests play a major role in main-
taining the equilibrium in our eco-system.
The Vedas have stressed the need for the pro-
tection and development of forests and urge
human beings to protect, preserve, nurture
and nourish environment and the natural
habitation in its pristine glorious form.

The United Nations General As-
sembly proclaimed the year 2011 as the
International Year of Forests (Forests
2011) with the main theme ‘Forests for
People’. This theme highlighted the rela-
tionships between forests and the people
who depend on them. The United Nation
General Assembly has also declared the
21th March as the International Day of
Forests and Trees to raise awareness of the
importance of all types of forests and
preservation of tress, and the Global cele-
bration of Forests. The Vedas have ad-
dressed Man to safeguard the trees as they
are verily the treasures for generations.

The very first mantra of Yajur Ved
says “Ishe twordie toi vayava stha devo-
vaha savita....... ?

Oh Lord, we resort to thee for the
supply of foodstuffs and vigour(energy)....... ?

Forests are home to multitude of
fauna and flora many of which are enormously
beneficial to us. Since the dawn of civilization,
man has been interfering with nature for his
survival and today due to our unsustainable
management practices and over exploitation of
forests resources, many areas of the world are
being severely affected.

Forests provide shelter to people and
enhance biodiversity benefits, are sources of
food, medicines, clean water, wood, and
biodiesel for clean energy and also play a vital
role in maintaining a stable global climate for
a healthy environment through absorption of
the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide and release
of oxygen to the atmosphere.

TAM IT SAMANAM VANINAS CA VIRUDHO
ANTARVATIS CA SUVATE CA VISVAHA

The plants and herbs emit the

vital air called samana (oxygen) regularly
Sam Veda 1824

Forests cover 31% of total global land
area and store more than one trillion tons of
carbon. Over 1.6 billion people’s livelihood de-
pend on forest and trade in forestry was esti-
mated to $ 327 billion in 2004 and forests are
home to 300 million people around the world.
In Mauritius , forests provide direct and indi-
rect employment to some 5000 people in vari-
ous forestry sectors.

VIRUDO HO VAISVADEVIR
UGRAH PURUSAJIVANIH
Plants possess qualities of all deities.

They are saviours of humanity

Ath. Veda 8.7.4
OSADHIR ITI MATARAS
TAD VO DEVIR UPA BRUVE
Plants nourishes and protect the world,
hence they are called mothers

Rig Veda 10.97.4

Forests sustain a variety of

ecosystems essential for maintenance of
life on earth. However , deforestation is
moving at an alarming rate with 13 million
hectares of trees felled down each year for
conversion to agricultural purposes and
human settlement. According to the Mil-
lennium Ecosystem Assessment about 54
countries have lost around 90% of their
forests cover. Deforestation accounts for
12 to 20 percent of global greenhouse gas
emissions that contribute to global warm-
ing. During the last three centuries of col-
onization of Mauritius by the Portuguese,
French and British, there has been indis-
criminate deforestation for agriculture,
timber exploitation, sugarcane plantation,
human settlements and other infrastruc-
ture. The original native forests have al-
most completely disappeared leaving less
than 0.12% of forests and between 1990
and 2010, Mauritius lost an average of 200
ha or 0.15% of forest cover per year.

The latest report from Wikepedia on
6th November 2011 pointed out that the In-
dian Ocean Islands(Madagascar, Mauritius,
Reunion, Seychelles, Comoro) are among
the ten most endangered forest of 2011. Thus
a reduction in the catchment area could be a
cause of the change in the precipitation pat-
tern recorded in the region of Mare aux Va-
coas Reservoir resulting in the acute drought
being felt for the past few years.

...................... to be continued

Sthir Nidhi and Senior Citizens
Sub Committee

Decisions taken at the Sthir Nidhi and
Senior Citizens Sub Committee meeting
held on Saturday 8th June 2013 at 11.00
a.m at the seat of the Arya Sabha.

1. Financial position to date : Rs3,000,000.
2. Two files should be kept, one in Hindi
(for Sabha) and one in French (for Committee).
3. A consolidated list to be created.
4. Publication of a magazine in Hindi & English.
5. Awarding certificates and medals
to donors of Sthir Nidhi.
6. Donation of books to other organizations.
7. Organisation of annual Mahayajna
on special occasions to mark birth
day of donors and on our festivals.
8. Names of (at least 10) donors of
Sthri Nidhi in each issue of Aryodaye.
9. Helping Matri Sabha in organizing
activities nationally and internationally.
10. Keeping in safe custody important
documents related to Sthir Nidhi.

Secretary
Sthir Nidhi Committee
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CHACHA RAMGOOLAM

Sookraj BISSESSUR, BA, Hons.

For a short span
of its history, Mauritius
has been very fortunate
to have produced a few
dedicated men of ge-
! dl nius, great builders
who have marked its development. And
among all these men, none has embod-
ied the Mauritian genius to the extent of
encompassing all that is best in it as Sir
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam did in the
wide scope of his vision, his humanism,
his achievements and universalism.

Candidly speaking, the story
of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam al-
most spans the twentieth century and
immensely illustrates the glorious mo-
ments of its modernization process.

History is being written when
the man is no more. “This is the time
when history is being made. Through-
out the history of the island, ordinary
men and women have never lost faith
in their destiny and today they are
witnessing the fulfillment of their
hopes and aspirations....... " (Extract
from the speech made by SSR on 13th
March 1968 (the next day after inde-
pendence), just after receiving the
Constitutional Instruments from the
Secretary of States, Mr Anthony
Greenwood in the Legislative (now
National) Assembly.

Also known as Kewal, Sir See-
woosagur Ramgoolam, was born with
the century, on 18th September 1900, at
Belle Rive at a time when the country
was being seriously affected by out-
breaks of epidemics, mass poverty and
exploitation of poor people for the ben-
efit of a handful of sugar magnates.

Compassion, mutual under-
standing, non-violence, tolerance and
love for his fellow human beings, all
those were precious “ingredients” and
noble values, which blossomed into a
broad culture of “Plain Living and High
Thinking” in Sir Seewoosagur Ram-
goolam.

His father, Moheeth Ram-
goolam, an Indian immigrant
labourer, who lived in the small vil-
lage of Belle Rive, five miles away
from Bel Air, in the Flacq district.

And Kewal grew up as a child
of nature, amidst plants, wild grass,
flowers, the Camizard mountain,
which sent forth innumerable streams
down the Belle Rive river, known as
“Fourgette ke nadi”, from where he
accompanied his father to catch fish
and prawns in the river.

Really, as a village child,
Kewal had lived and shared the daily
sufferings of the oppressed, Immi-
grant labourers. Kewal lost his father
at the age of seven and at the age of
twelve he met with a serious accident
in the cowshed that cost him his left
eye permanently.

Again as a sensitive child who
grew up as a kind and compassionate
soul, Kewal must have vowed to wipe
out the tears of his compatriots once
he grew up to become the first “gov-
ernor” of this country.

Most of us should also be aware
and conscious of the fact that later, this
broad Ramgoolam culture would virtu-
ally find expression in the democratic
principle of this country, combining the
eternal values of the East and the West
into a good and perfect blending that
went into the shaping of our harmo-
nious multi-cultural society.

God the Almighty had helped
Kewal to realize that the only way he
could help mop up the suffering of the
poor was by serving them as a doctor.

Noticing young Kewal's intel-
lectual aptitude, his brother Ramlall
promised to help him through his
medical studies in London.

“Objectivism” - Tendency to
emphazise on what is objective (thatis a
doctrine that knowledge of non-ego is
prior and superior to that of ego), and
this very doctrine inspired Dr. Ram-
goolam (SSR) to launch his political ca-
reer, in 1935, during the centenary
celebration of Indian Immigration to
Mauritius at the Arya Bhawan in Port-
Louis (near Champ de Mars).

Leveller of humanity and Ad-
vocate of equality, Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam, put into practice the Lon-
don Agreement of September 1956,
whereby it was agreed that the Elec-
toral System should be on the very
basis of Universal Adult Suffrage and
that the country was eventually ripe
for the introduction of the ministerial
system which was set up in 1957.

As a matter of fact, on August,
1967, SSR tabled a motion in the Legisla-
tive Assembly to give effect to the desire
of the people of Mauritius to accede to
independence within the Common-
wealth of Nations. It was the end of a
journey and the beginning of another.
He acknowledged the right of the people
who had monopolized political and eco-
nomic power for over a century to fight
to death before surrendering any of
their feudal prerogatives.

Mauritian flag was hoisted at
Champ de Mars on 12 March 1968, in
the fresh breeze blowing across a free
and independent young country. Dur-
ing this historical moment, SSR re-
called with great emotion all the fallen
heroes like Anquetil, Rozemont, See-
neevassen with whom he had fought
side by side for this day and who
were not there to witness the glorious
occasion. But, Mr Antony Greenwood
had the last word.

“You, Prime Minister, have dur-
ing more than twenty years been the
principal driving force -- leading your
country forward. You have been the
principal architect of the new nation.”

Indeed, Sir Seewoosagur Ram-
goolam was henceforth to be known
as “The Father of The Nation”, the lov-
inﬁ “Chacha Ramgoolam”, the man
who had planned every step of the
way towards independence way back
in his London days.

He remained Prime Minister
till 1982, leading Mauritius to fantastic
development in all fields. His friend-
ship with all major nations and leaders
of the world made the little island
emerge as a great nation.

Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam
went to Le Réduit as Governor General

in 1983 and served his country till he
breathed his last on 15 December 1985.
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