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Sage who gave women their due
Neela Sood

World is changing and it holds true for my country also.
Today, women in our country are rubbing shoulders with
men in all walks of life, whether it is science, literature,
sports or politics. But it was not the case till 125 years
back. The doors of cducation were closed for women.
Sending girls to school was a
social taboo and it had the
sanction of our religious
priests who had interpreted
religious scriptures to suit
their patriarchal mind set.
Child marriage was the norm
and a female had no say in the
matter of choicc of life
partner. Her life partner
could be another child or an
old man at the fag end. Even
before a girl would step in to
youth, she could be a widow
and what was most pitiable
that she could never think of
remarriage. That woman was
like a slave with no right, no
dignity and no freedom,
would be the right statement.

Nineteenth century is known for renaissance in
India. It gifted India a few such men of wisdom who did
not see religion as a ladder only for self realization but a
beacon of light to improve the lives of people. Maharishi
Dayanand Saraswati, the foundcr of Arya samaj was one
of them. With his interprctation of Vedas, he declared

that women had right to education, right to read

religious scriptures and even act as priests. He strongly

spoke against child marriage and advocated for girl's

consent and say in the matter of matrimonial alliance

and went a step ahead to spearhcad widow marriage. For
him temples were schools.
More than one thousand
DAV institutions,
Gurukulas, Arya schools in
all parts of the country,
started by his disciples,
changed the face of Indian
society.

Such a reformer sage had to
pay the price for his crusade.
Vested interests in the Hindu
society got him poisoned and
his end came on Diwali. But,
great men stick to their noble
virtues even in the most
testing timc. He not only
forgave the cook, part of
conspiracy, but helped him
escape by giving to him his
small savings, as the cook had confessed before him.

This is my tribute to the reformer Sage on Diwali which
we celebrate because a few Like Swami Dayanand
Saraswati gavc us a voice and a rcason to fecl proud of
bcing a woman in India.

REMEMBRANCE

Oh Mother, I still feel protected by your love and affection. Your lofty
ideals give me strength when I am shattered, keep me humble in
success and save me from becoming inhuman amidst provocations.

Deeply remembered by Bhartendu Sood and family. # 231,

Sector-45-A, Chandigarh-160047. 0172-2662870,9217970381

Late
Smt. Sharda Devi Sood
1930-90
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Chasing God

Urvashi Goel

The death toll of more than 100
devotees in the stampede in
Ratnagrah temple, in MP, makes
me visualize God screaming and
saying, “Don't chase me, I'm with
in you. I reside in your heart. If
you don't look with in and instead
1 chase me as the deer runs in

mirage only to be disillusioned, it
is not my fault” God has a justified reason to scream
because His very 'darshna' becomes the reason of
deaths cvery now and then, in our country. Surcly, our
heart will also bleed if somebody coming to meet us
has an unnatural death.

Even if your belief says that he is present in some
special place, why to chasc, he can be rcached
lcisurcly.. When it is known that Hc is cternal and
permancnt, who was there before the creation of this
Universe and will remain cven after destruction, then
why should one rush to meet Him. The time, money
and other resources we spend to reach him on a
particular day and time can be used for some other
good cause say for serving a needy in hospital. It is
real pity that our self-serving religious gurus do not
tell our innocent people that God loves those who love
his fellow beings.

Why do we forget that all our enlightened sages and

great souls found him by looking with in themselves?
The great Adi Shankracharya, after visiting Varanasi (
Kashi) had atoned by saying, “ Oh, Omnipresent God,
pardon my sin of looking for you at a special place.”
Mother Teresa has very beautifully said, “God is the
friend of silence. See how nature, trees flowers and
grass grow in silence.” Our Vedas say- “*Simple acts
of pollination, flowering of buds, metamorphosis of
larva into a splendid butter fly manifest his presence.”

Bhagavad Gita says, the person who dwells within
and is contented within is indeed a yogi. The seeker
who has turned inward finds greatest bliss in solitude.
In such a state, he can uninterruptedly enjoy the bliss
within.

When a hooch tragedy is there, govt. tries to reach at
the core of the problem but when such tragedies occur
at the religious places, it is always attributed to the
inadequate arrangement on the part of the government
and it is loathe to act against such self appointed
religious gurus who are in the business of selling
miracle curcs.

There is no better service to the innocent people than
to dispel their ignorance and give a right direction.
Through this column I want to stress God is eternal
and permanent so there is no need to chase Him
instcad we should reach the deprived in our socicty.

Chandigarh 160047.
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The incorrigible brat
Neela Sood

He was driving at almost 100KMPH
with scant regard to traffic rules. The
rookie cop flagged him down and
asked him to lower his window. “ Sir,
you seem to be in a tearing hurry?”
Well, said the flustercd driver, “T am
a busy professional and am getting
* late for an appointment.” The cop
pulled out his voucher pad and began
filling it out with the pcnalty amount aftcr cxamining his
driving license. This was taking too long. How dare he?
“Do you know who I am?” he burst out, glaring at the
cop. Pat came the reply, “No Sir, I don't need to know
everybody”
He continued, “I am the son of Mr Sahay, who was the
Commissioner at one time” “Sir, it is just not possible for
us to remember every body and their families in such a
big city. T'll like to be excused” queried the cop politely,
with nary a trace of respect or recognition. The driver
couldn't belicve it! How darc he not know who my father
was! The boy paid a hefty fine and both the traffic cop
and driver went their separate ways. But the episode had
punched ahuge hole into man's ego.

On reaching home he angrily pushed the door of his
father's bed room who at that time was having a nap but
now was awake, disturbed by the noise. With patience
being the last thing such super brats have, he said in a
stentorian tone, “ Gosh! Qur City Police has become
really heady. A stupid rookie cop challaned my vehicle
for over-speeding and slapped a fine of Rs 5000 though I
told him that I happen to be Mr Sahay's son who was a
Commissioner at one time.”

Mr Sahay pensively listened to him, then rubbing his
puffed up eyes, he paused and said politely,” If you over-
speed, traffic police is right in challaning you. You

should have accepted the challan without any fuss and
arguments. Therc was no necd to drop my name and
don't do it in future. Now [ want to live in peace.” Oh
Dad you are really crazy. I took your name because I
happen to be your son. After all, despite remaining in
glamorous positions, what have you done for me? And
now you object even if | mention that I am your son.
Real shame! ” He replied angrily and went away after
slamming the door

After a few days he was again detained on the lights by
the traffic Police, “Sir, it looks this vehicle belongs to
som¢ other member in your family.” The traffic Cop
said after checking his documents. No, it is mine but is
registered in the name of my father, being the family
head.” He said very arrogantly. Sir, it hardly matters; I
Jjustwanted to be surc about its ownership.” His cgo was
again hurt. Furious and red he went to his father who
was taking his lunch

“Dad, you hardly use this car. It is a real embarrassment
for me when cops check the papers and question me
about the ownership I have asked an agent for its
transfer in my name. You sign at the columns ticked
here.”

After an hour or so he went to collect the documents,
“Dad what is this you haven't signed. You seem to be not
realizing how precious my time is. ” angrily he said to
Mr. Sahayin a frosted voicce, as if he was his boss.
“Having alrcady lost the son I don't want to losc the
ownership of the car. Stop using my car and help
yourself. I've kept the papers with me” retorted Mr.
Sahay who perhaps for the first time in his life was tough
with his son.

True, whether an incorrigible brat or Rama of epic
Ramayana, we as parents shape our children.

Insects like ants possess greater altruistic attributes than we human beings. They
believe in group work as opposed to our ever increasing individualistic growth,
attitude that has stolen our ever increasing peace of mind, happiness and progress.

But just as little drops of water together make the mighty ocean, so too, little acts of
indness and compassion can and will make a difference.
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Priya married Hitesh this day.
At the end of the wedding
party, Priva's mother gave her
a newly opened bank saving
passbook with Rs.1000
deposit amount.

Mother: Priya, take this
passbook. Keep it as a record

of your marriage life. When
there's something happy and
memorablc happened in your
new life, put some money
in.Write down what it's about
next to the line. The more
memorable the event is, the
more money you can put

in.l've done the first one for

you today.

Do the others with

Hitesh. When you look back after years, you can know
how much happiness you've had.

Priya shared this with Hitesh on getting home.They
both thought it was a great idea and were anxious to
know when the second deposit could be made.

This was what thcy did aftcr a certain time:

- 7 Fcb: Rs.100, first birthday cclcbration for Hitesh
afler marriage

- 1 Mar: Rs.300, salary raise for Priya

- 20 Mar: Rs.200, vacation trip to Bali

- 15 Apr: Rs.2000, Priya got pregnant

- 1 Jun: Rs. 1000, Hitesh got promoted and so on...

However, after years, they started fighting and arguing
for trivial things.They didn't talk much.They regretted
that they had married the most nasty people in the
world.... no more love...

One day Priya talked to her Mother:'Mom, we can't
stand it anymore. We agree to divorce.l can't imagine
how I decided to marry this guy!!!'

Mother: 'Sure, girl, that's no big deal. Just do whatever
you want if you really can't stand it. But before that, do
onc thing first. Remember the saving passbook I gave

you on your wedding day?Take out all money and
spend it first. You shouldn't keep any record of such a
poor marriage.

"Priya thought it was true.So she went to the bank,
waiting in the qucuc and planning to cancel the
account. While she was waiting, she took a look at the
passbook record.She looked, and looked, and looked.
Then the memory of all the previous joy and
happiness just came up her mind.Her eyes were then
filled with tears. She left and went home.

When she was home, she handed the passbook to
Hitesh, asked him to spend the money before getting
divorce.

The next day, Hitesh gave the passbook back to
Priya.She found a new deposit of Rs.5000. And a line
next to the record:'This is the day 1 notice how much
I've loved you thru out all these years How much
happiness you've brought me.’

They hugged and cried, putting the passbook back in
the safec.

09814959215Pankaj Dogra is with Punjab
Police. He is a thinker and writer.
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M/S AMMONIA SUPPLY COMPANY

( An ISO 9001-2008 Certified Company)
Joins “ VEDIC THOUGHTS” in its noble

Pursuit of spreading "Moral Values'

Train yourselfin the ideal of the lily, which blossoms in
the mud and has to keep itself engaged in the struggle for
existence day in and day out... and yet it does not forget
the moon above.

It keeps its love for the moon constantly

alive. It seems, however, but a most ordinary flower.
There is nothing extraordinary about it."

SUPPLIERS OF ANHYDROUS AMMONIA AND LIQUOR AMMONIA
D-4 Industrial Focal Point, Derabassi, District (Mohali) Panjabi
Contact:- Rakesh Bhargav, Branch Manager 093161-34239, 01762-652465
Fax 01762-282894. Email- asco.db@ascoindia.com & ascodb@gmail.com
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Just as little drops of water together make the mighty ocean, so too,
we acts of kindness and compassion can and will make a difference/
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1t secms, scores of spcctators were
standing around to see the short-
distance run at a sprawling sports
stadium. At the sound of gunshot,
eight girls started running.

Among them, a scrawny-looking
girl, stumbling upon something,
suddenly slipped down and soon
started sobbing. Seeing this, the
other seven girls instantly stopped
in their tracks, and ran towards her
side.

One of them tried flicking the dirt

off her bruised knee; another tried

wiping the tears plopping down her

cheeks; and the rest tried

comforting her saying these things

do happen in sports events. Soon all the girls, clasping
hands with one another, started running together along
with this little girl, such that none straggled behind. As
they reached the winning post, many pairs of eyes that

were watching this wondrous phenomenon, welled up
with tears.

Yes, these were spastic children and the sports event
was organised by National Institute of Mental Health.

The heart-warming act of these divine-natured
children was emblematic of several things — strength
in unity, happiness in helping, value for relations, most
importantly, helping others to be successful by
shoving asidc onc's own success.

These children could do this, because they were
special children, with less cerebral caliber. But, we
normal humans can never even think of doing such
things, as we are the ones with more brainpower!

Ironically, leave alone helping someone to be
successful in life, we try razing down the successes of
others around, by the juggemaut of our wily and
nefarious scbemes! Thanks to today's unhealthy
competitive spirit, with 'success at any cost' mantra.

The human mind would be ever plotting to pull the
possible contenders down, to reach pinnaclc of success

In such scenario, wherein the ever scheming mind is
saturated with surplus negative thoughts, where is the
room for positive feclings of care, concern and
compassion for fellow human-beings?

Indeed, it's time we sloughed off this fixation with
oneself and realized the joy in helping folks around,
and fostering good relations with them.

Perhaps when we are riding on huge wave of
happiness/success, we mayn't feel the need of people's
goodwill or their good wishes. But considering
vagaries of life, we do not know whose help/support
we may require in future! Really it's easy to
antagonize people around and alienate oneself, but it's
difficult to weave that strong human web around us,
and to be a part of cohesively knit groups.

To this, we need to invest immense efforts to forge
strong social bonds with humans around.
Philosophically speaking, too, it's believed God treats
us the way we treat others. When we try spreading
happiness by helping others around, it seems we get
helped too by the Lord, in times of need. And when
we try extinguishing someone's happiness/success,
ours own gcts cxtinguished too in coursc of time!
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Q
/ God in India and goodness in China

Bhartendu Sood

After spending a few days in China, when I tell any
inquisitive friend that there is nothing like religion in
China, he squirms disdainfully has conjures up an
image of Chinese society which is anything but not
good. Reason not many of us know the difference
between an organized religion and natural ‘dharma’.

It is truc that Chincsc by and large do not obscrve any
organized religion as we do in India but natural
dharma whose centre points are truth, love,
compassion, non violence, forgiveness, patience,
tolerance, cleanliness of self and the environment,
righteous conduct in its true sense prevail there when I
go by my own experiences and observations, during
my twenty days stay in different cities over there.

All vehicles move in their respective lanes at moderate
speed with no honking though China is having more
population than India. It can't be achieved only by
making rules and their strict enforcement. If it were so,
our Indian cities should have a highly disciplined
traffic as we frame more rules and laws than any other
country in the world, but unfortunately it remains a
pious wish here. This is possible only when people
have cultivated in them the virtue of patience and self
control which forms an inseparable part of dharma.

While using an elevator at Shanghai Metro Station my
foot slipped and two bags I was carrying not only
rolled down but from one bag, that was open, my
articles like wallet etc came out and fell on the floor
below. Onc boy and girl, who later I came to know
were going on a lcisure trip, not only restored the bags
with all articles but departed only after getting me the
ticket for my next destination Hangjhou.

After reaching Xian city by train, I took a bus for the
place where I had booked a hotel. After getting down
at the Bus stop, I was looking for a man who could
guide me. Soon I could get a gentleman who after
reading the address, given on my booking
confirmation copy, asked me to accompany him. Since
he was quitc young, I was finding it difficult to keep
pacc with him. He moved back and took my bag.
Most of our communication was by facial expressions
only as he didn't know English. Now I was in the hotel
and he went back after our handshake and my
xpression of thanks. When I showed my copy of the

hotel booking to the lady receptionist, she told that
my booking was in their sister concern which was
about 300 Meters from there. As I came out, I saw the
man who had helped me, rushing back to me. “I am
sorry, this is not your hotel, Come with me”. Having
said this he again took my bag and now we were
moving briskly. Soon I was at the right place. He was
in a hurry, probably to rcach his placc of work, so he
raised his hand to take leave from me without waiting
for my gesture of thanks.

Next day I was with a Professor in one of the
Universities who knew very good English. We had a
long session talking about our countries. As I was
about to take leave, I commented, “We read that there
is no religion in China but I have seen pcople
endowed with the virtues which arc integral part of
dharma”. He chuckled and said philosophically,
“Thanks for your compliments. But, human values
have been there since man stepped on this planet.
Without these, humanity would not have survived for
so long” and he departed..
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Wholesaler & Retailer of :
HAMDARD, DABUR, BAIDHYANATH,
GURUKUL KANGRI, KAMDHENU JAL

& All kinds of Ayurvedic & Unani Medicines

Booth No. 65, Sec. 20-D, Chandigarh

Tel.:

0172-2708497
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Chandigarh-2691964, 5078448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 25710186, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636, 47041705, 27381489, Mumbai-23095120,, 9892904519, 25412033, 25334055, Banglore-22875216,
Hydrabad-24651472, 24751760, Kolkala-9339344231, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-09864785009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Balala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2480151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajlabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhlana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-25658543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552, Indore-
982633800, Gurgaon-2332988, Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790, Yamunanagar-232063, Kanpur-2398775,
Nainital-235489, Mukerian-245113, Ujjain-2562140, Porbander-9825275198, Ajmer-2431084, Kola
7597306851, Jhansi-244163
Medicine is available in other placea also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
YRS SrATRgfeway 76F 2317 AFeX 457 vl 180047
0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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& )] DIPLAST

in service
PLASTICS LIMITED

sl AN ISO 9001 COMPANY

C-36, Industrial Phase 2, §.A.S. Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) India
Phone : +91-172-2272942, 5098187, Fax : +91-172-2225224
E-mail : diplastplastic@yahoo.com, Web : www.diplast.com
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Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870
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