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New Delhi, 6th Dec 2013 : “Death is
something inevitable. When a man has
done what he considers to be his duty to his
people and his country, he can rest in
peace. | believe | have made that effort and
that is, therefore, why | will sleep for the
eternity.” Nelson Mandela 1996

There are only a very few people who
have a profound effect on
mankind and Nelson Mandela
was one of those people. Like '
Gandhijee a believer in
forgiveness and non-violent
co-existence of all races and
creeds Mateeba will always be
remembered for leading the
emancipation of South Africa
from white minority rule and §
served as his country's first i
black president, becoming an
international emblem of dignity
and forbearance, who died
Thursday night at the age 95.
Globally respected as a symbol
of resistance against injustice, ™
Nelson Mandela broughtanend .. . .
to the much-despised .
apartheid regime in South =
Africa while spreading the spirit
of freedom in the rest of Africa.
Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi's
. principle of Ahimsa, especially his
campaign in South Africa, Mandela also
preached against violence.

When Nelson Mandela was released
from prison in 1990, South Africa was a
catastrophe waiting to happen. Had Nelson
been anything but Mandela — anything but
that exquisitely modulated blend of
common sense, compassion and authority
— the whole place could well have gone up
in flames.
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I remember the days leading up to the
1994 elections, when Zulu impis were
marching through the streets of downtown
Johannesburg and die-hard racists were
planting bombs and threatening a race war.
Things were falling apart and the center
wasn’t holding; South Africa was on the
brink of civil war.
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It’s no exaggeration to say that one man
held it together. Had it not been for Mandela
— for his dedication to the proposition that
people can live together despite their
differences,
as well as for
the profound
influence he
had over
black, and
increasingly
white, South
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Africans - things might have turned out
very, very badly. One man can — and did -
make a difference. | was just there in
Durban a couple of days ago and it was
heartening to see South Africa slowly
transform into a composite world power-
this is all due to Madeeba, who was not
only the Gandhi but also the Ambedkar of
South Africa.

It’s depressing to think of
how many lives might have
been saved, had Mandela been
. able to play a legitimate
| political role during the 27

years he spent in prison. How
i millions of kids might have
been educated and groomed
for productive lives, instead of
being thrust into poverty and
crime. How so many of the
problems facing South Africa
today might have been
forestalled, had an evolutionary
political.

The socio-political leaders
of our country should take out a
leaf from Mandela’s great but
simple life and learn from his
message and struggles - how to
evolve the society towards
equanimity and social justice while not
only recognizing but also celebrating the
various differences of caste, creed
gender or religion.
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Report by : Nirode Bramdaw

World Vedic Conference 2013 at Durban (South Africa

1. Over 200 foreign and 500 local
delegates attended the conference. We
had an attendance of over 700 people
through out conference sessions

2. The delegates were impressed
with the hospitality and high standard
of organisation.

) 3. Every paper was done to a
PowerPoint presentation. This helped
the audience understand the key points
and made the presentations more
exciting. The PPT presentations were
all prepared by the youth. It was
refreshing to see the effective use of
modern technology in a Vedic
Conference.

4. The March Against Abuse of
Women and Children was a huge
success. Over a thousand people
participated. We marched through the
heart of Phoenix and the people at the
shopping complex could not help but
stop and take notice of the March. Many
hooted in support of the messages on
the placards.

5. We very pleased that the
Alcoholics Anonymous; Narcotics
Anonymous; SAPS and the Advice
Desk for Abused Women had all taken
up stalls to create an awareness and
provide easy access for the people to
these important social services.

6. Unfortunately the weather turned
for the worse on Saturday afternoon.
Regardless of the inclement weather
we had an attendance of over 800
people at the Communal Hawan. It was
broadcast live on Radio Hindvani.

7. For our entertainment in the
evenings we had an array of prominent
Artistes. The Artistes from India were
sponsored by the lnd:an Cultural
Centre in Durban.

8. The Conference session on

. facoorE o, ¥30, 9d. 3
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Science in the Vedas was done by the
Youth — Students of KZN University
from the department of Engineering. It
consisted of comparisons between
modern Science as it has evolved and
been taught with that of Science found
in the Vedas and its supplementary
text.

9. There were presentations onThe
Vedas which made the text simpler to
understand. An analysis of the most
common practice — the Fire ceremony
or Hawan, was done to help in an
understanding of its importance and
significance. Other Vedic practices that
are popular were also discussed to

make them more meaningful. g

10.Setting ‘aside a day of the

mwmmm mﬁnﬁﬁﬁmaﬁwm
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Conference for the programme in
Phoenix was very well received. The
Phoenix programme expressed the

intent of the Conference to translate

our deliberations into practical
implementation among our people.
11.The 1000 Man March against
Women and Child abuse was followed
by the Hindu Unity Campaign. Leaders
of several Hindu Organisations
addressed the delegates on’
the programme they have in
place to promote Hindu
Unity. Some of the
institutions represented
were South African Hindu
Maha Sabha; Rama Krishna
Centre; Divine Life Society;
Sai Organisation; Tamil
Federation; Chinmaya
Mission; Sarva Dharma
Ashram and Iskon. These
organistions also displayed
simple material — Literature;
CD’s; Pamphlets and books

i o wften wer @ fere s ard # womet @t
mjw;“ TW ¥ Wl ety fl, wel e o,

on Hinduism. These were distributed
free of charge or sold at nominal rates.

12.Papers presented at the
Conference showed that the Vedas are
the primary scriptures or cornerstones
from which later ‘religious beliefs’,
within the broad umbrella of Hinduism,
had their beginnings.

13.The tone and standard set by
this Warld Vedic Conference is a
benchmark for other host nations to
follow. Singapore will be the host
country for the next such Conference.

14. Resolution —The following are
some of the key resolutions which
covered very sensitive issues.

* On the issue of Euthanasia, the
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Nelson Mandela's death is the death of the Gandhi of our Time:

- Swami Agnivesh

New Delhi, 6 December: “Death
is something inevitable. When
a man has done what he
considers to be his duty to his
people and his country, he can
rest in peace. | believe | have
made that effort and that is,
therefore, why [ will sleep for
| the eternity.” Nelson
Mandela 1996 There
are only a veiy few
people who
have a
profound effect on mankind and Nelson
Mandela was one of those people. Like
Gandhijee a believer in forgiveness and
non-violent co-existence of all races
and creeds Madeeba will always be
remembered for leading the
emancipation of South Africa from
white minority rule and served as his
country’s first black president,
becoming an international emblem of
dignity and forbearance, who died
Thursday night at the age 95. Globally
respected as a symbol of resistance against
injustice, Nelson Mandela brought an end to
the much-despised apartheid regime in South
Africa while spreading the spirii of freedom in the
rest of Africa. Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s principle of
Ahinsa, especially his campaign in South Africa, Mandela
also preached against violence. When Nelson Mandela was
released from prison in 1990, South Africa was a catastrophe
waiting to happen. Had Nelson been anything but Mandela -
anything but that exquisitely modulated blend of common
sense, compassion and authority - the whole place could

well have gone up in flames. | remember the days leading up
to the 1994 elections, when Zulu impis were marching
through the streets of downtown Johannesburg and die-
hard racists were planting bombs and threatening a race
war. Things were falling apart and the center wasn’t holding;
South Africa was on the brink of civil war. It's no
exaggeration to say that one man held it together. Had it not
been for Mandela - for his dedication to the proposition that
people can live together despite their differences, as well
as for the profound influence he had over black, and
increasingly white, South Africans - things
might have turned out very, very badly. One
man can - and did - make a difference. | was
just there in Durban a couple of days ago
and it was heartening to see South Africa
slowly trans form into a composite world
power- this is all due to Madeeba, who
was not only the Gandhi but also the
Ambedkar of South Africa. It’s
depressing to think of how many lives
might have been saved, had Mandela
been able to play a legitimate political
role during the 27 years he spent in
prison. How millions of kids might have
been educated and groomed for
productive lives, instead of being thrust into
poverty and crime. How so many of the
problems facing South Africa today might have
been fore-stalled, had an evolutionary political. The
socio-political leaders of our country should take out a
leaf from Mandela’s great but simple life and learn from his
message and struggles - how to evolve the society towards
equanimity and social justice while not only recognizing
but also celebrating the various differences of caste, creed,
gender or religion.

o turn Dima

m ;\;

CORRESPONDENT

HAFLONG, Dec 6 — Governor Janaki
Ballav Patnaik today stressed moral
education and appealed to the
womenfolk of Dima Hasao district to
turn the district into an alcohol-free
district of Assam by not allowing their
near and dear ones to get into the habit
of bad habits like drinking, smoking,
chewing gutka etc. He also assured the
people of Dima Hasao that he would
extend all possible help to fulfil their
aspirations.

The Governor said this during his visit
to Diyungbra in connection with the

Rejuvenation Ceremony of the Raja
Govind Chandra Aarsh Gurukulam.

In this connection a well-attended
meeting was held with Swami
Dharmanand Saraswati from Odisha in
the chair. Debojeet Thaosen, CEM,
NCHAC and Man Sing Rongp:, MLA,
attended the meeting as ,
guests of honour. Swami |
Agnivesh and Sri Puransing
Dabash from Delhi attended
the meeting as invited guests. §

The Governor along with
Swami Agnivesh first attended =~
the ‘havan’ performed in
connection with the
Rejuvenation Ceremony of the
Raja Govind Chandra Aarsh
Gurukulam, followed by
inauguration of the Martyr Museum.

Speaking on the occasion, Swami
Agnivesh laid stress on moral
education and appealedto the people
indulging in drinking and smoking to
give up those evil habits.

S-wrash Kumar, acharya of Raja Govind

Chandra Aarsh Gurukulam said the
place which was once the designated
camp of the DHD, was blessed by God.
He said the Gurukulam which was
started on August 13, now has 90
students with free hostel facilities.
Talking about future plans he said the

Gurukulam would have a girls’ hostel
and other curriculum which would
help in development of the young
minds with moral education,
sinceeducation without spirituality
and morality is meaningless.
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December 06: The renowned soc1al activist |
and social reformer Swami Agnivesh delivered |
aspeech on “Value system in education and rol
of the society” in the University of Science and
Technology, Meghalaya today.

_ While delivering his speech to students &
faculties of USTM, Swami Agnivesh recalled
and narrated interesting episodes of his early
childhood- and his adolescent period and the
process of his evolution from intellect of |
common man to higher level of spirituality. _
Swami Agnivesh an antagonist of religious
orthodoxy urged upon students community to
rise above religious blindness and seek
spirituality through truth and love to humanity.
Swamiji had also discussed about Religious
issues. He said, “ Religion today .is like a
department, it a multi million dollar business. All

-on behalf of their religion’s or community’s
people. People today are so busy to communicate
with God 1tself God is truth, love, justice and
compassion.”

the religions priests, mullahs, fathers today pray -

Swamiji further continued and mentioned
the gathenng to try to think about themselves and
find an inner peace in them.

He also said, ““One should have a mission.in
their ‘life. A person should be a mlssmna:y
Education also should have mission in the lives

of youth, Education without values and mission
. is counter productive. One should be like Jesus in

officials of the University apart from a large |

SEARCH GOD THROUGH TRUTH AND LOVE FOR HUMANITY

- Swami Agnivesh |
their lives.” He ended his speech By asking a
question to the gathering “Who I am.”

Starting his career as a teacher in Saint
Xavier’s College Kolkata, Swami Agnivesh
went on to become Education Minister of
Haryana and started his crusade against the
evil practice of bonded labourer in 1977 .For
furtherance of  religious tolerance and
promoting goodwill and fellow feeling among
the communities Swami Agnivesh  had
established a multi religious organisation
named Religions for Social Justice. - |

Earlier Prof. PK. Abdul Azis ,Vice |
Chancellor, USTM extended his welcome
address. Finally, the vote of thanks was ;
expressed to Swamiji by Mahbubul Hoque, |
Chancellor of USTM. He expressed his |
gratitude to Swami Agnivesh Ji and thanked |
him for sparing his esteemed time.

The talk was also attended by other high |

number of students & the Faculty mcrnbers
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conference
agreed that
such terms
a s
“compassio
 nate murder”
aptl.y
describe the
dilemma. The
person going
through the
"agony of a prolonged suffering as state
of “Conscious Painful Paralysis” with
no quality of life - should be allowed to
determine whether he or she wants to
prolong such a life or not. The
conference was very firm that key
members of the family and medical
experts need to take such a
decision. The choice should
not be one of convenience for
any one concerned party.
* Organ Transplantation —
The conference agreed to
promote organ
transplantation where it is
done voluntarily as an act of
compassion towards fellow
human beings.

The conference
denounced Human and Organ
trafficking for profit as
horrible atrocities. Human
Trafficking is nothing but buying and
selling women and children into
slavery. Organ trafficking where
children and families who are victims of
poverty, are forced to sell their organs
(or even killed) for a pittance to have
them sold to the rich for huge ransoms
is an abominable atrocity. We must
support every and any initiative that
exposes and brings to justice the
perpetrators of this inhumanity.

* Sexual Orientation - The
conference expressed concerns that
religions were reluctant to discuss the
issues of sex and the various ways in
which this becomes manifest. All
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ot I <9 g%
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.- need toengage in a dialogue with the
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religions are based on |
compassion and love |

‘ non-judgmental.
Therefore we must start

' to be different in any way.

implies progeny and family.
The rites of the ceremony are
very clear in their reference to “man”
and “woman” and children and
household as we know it. The
conference was of the view that we

gay community to determine whether
the term marriage, union or
relationship would be more suitable.
We also need to discuss how and
what form a marriage would take to
give legitimacy to such a union.

Much of the rape and violence
against women and children is related
to drugs, alcohol and pornography. The
delegates agreed that we already have
made our voices heard about drugs
and alcohol and that we must

and we preach being | """ T

. by accepting all people who
. are gay or have a sexual |
orientation that we consider |

Marriage is an age old §
tradition that prescribes and §

RO W L by e
T Hd g9

persevere in our efforts to eradicate
this scourge with greater vigor. Every
delegate and organization was urged
to lobby the governments in their
respective countries to ban all forms of
pornography and access to
pornography.

The conference expressed
great concern that there is a
general breakdown today in all
our human, family and cultural
values. These discussions
should not be viewed as a
further promotion of such a
breakdown but rather the
willingness of religions to
engage in discussions and
reach amicable solutions that
will help every human being
lead an improved quality of
life.
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