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Le Yajna nous est éternellement bénéfique

Om ! Svaryanto napekshanta a dhyam — rohanti rodassi.
Yajyam yé vishwatodharam suvidwanso viténiré.

Yajur Véda 17/68
Glossaire / Shabdartha :

Yé — celui ou celle

Suvidwansaha — un yogi, un trés grand sage, un savant, Yantaha — qui pratique le
yoga en observant strictement toutes les régles ou disciplines y relatives, Na — tout
comme, te — il/elle, Swaha — beaucoup de bonheur, grande prospérité, confort ex-
tréme, béatitude, na apekshaté — ne désirant aucun avantage ou gain personnel,
Vishwatodharam — celui qui a acquis une parfaite compétence intellectuelle et spir-
ituelle, Yajyam — peut accomplir toutes les exigences du yajna, Viténiré — celui qui
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Dhyam — (i) connaissance étendue dans le domaine de Yoga
(i1) I’atmosphere, 1’espace

Interprétation / Anushilan

Le Yajna est le symbole du désintéressement, voire la renonciation de [’¢é-
goisme. Les mots ‘Swaha’et ‘idanna mama’ font état de ['importance de cette attitude
positive mentionnée plus haut.

Autant que l’on adopte la culture de ‘swaha (swa + @+ ha) c'est-a-dire, I’ab-
négation (self sacrifice) dans sa vie, autant cela éveillera en nous le sentiment de la
fraternité universelle.

C’est bien cette attitude qui amene la paix, le bonheur et la prospérité dans le
monde. Le salut de ["homme se trouve dans [’abnégation et dans le service a I’humanité.

Le Yajna a un impact positif sur la société, et la dirige vers le progres. Cette
pratique engendre la moralité, le piété, le sacrifice de son égo, la serviabilité, la
geénérosité et ’autosuffisance.

Cette action (Le Yajna) nous est bénéfique de plusieurs autres fagons :

(i) Elle nous aide a acquérir une maitrise parfaite de soi. (self-control)

(ii) Elle donne lieu a I’harmonie et au bonheur dans la famille.

(iii) Elle contribue a [’assainissement et au progres de la société.

(iv) Elle éveille [’élan de patriotisme parmi le peuple.

(v) Elle nous unit a Dieu et purifie notre dme.

(vi) Elle a un effet positif sur la nature car elle épure ['atmosphere et rend
[’environnement sain.

En somme, le Yajna est la source de toute prospérité et de la réussite dans la
pratique le Yajna) sera toujours a [’abri du besoin et bénéficiera continuellement
du bonheur éternel.
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INTERNATIONAL ARYAN
CONFERENCE : 2013

SN  NAME AMOUNT
(Rs)
550,377.00

Balance B/F
1. PLAINE WILHEMS
ARYA ZILA PARISHAD
Solferino A S
2. GRAND PORT
ARYA ZILA PARISHAD
Mare Tabac AM S
3. FLACQ ARYA
ZILA PARISHAD
Camp de Masque Pave AS -
c/o Mr V Beekhaye
4. PUROHITS -ASM
Pta Premila Toofany
5. MEMBERS
Members of the public c/o
Pta Chummun 3,250.00
Mr Leckraj singh Ramdhony 2,200.00
Members of the public c/o
Pt J Muttra
Ach Sannat Kumar
Mrs Dabee Danshwaree

425.00

135.00

1000.00

910.00

1,720.00
1,000.00
500.00

Total 561,517.00
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MAKAR SANKRANTI &
ITS SIGNIFICANCE

By Sookraj Bissessur

The main local event of Makar
Sankranti’s celebration has now gone
global, or at least acquired an international
dimension. Uttarayana, the festival, which
coincides with Makar Sankranti January
14 and 15 every year brings old neighbor-
hood of Gujarat alive with the flutter of
kites. Started in 1989, this festival has
eventually attracted kite flyers from coun-
tries as diverse as Ukraine and France who
fly to India to enjoy the experience as well
as to contribute their elaborate Creations
in order to add an extra dimension to kite-
flying festival.

Quite earlier, Uttarayana was a
celebration of the harvest season and a
veneration to the sun. But even today the
traditional celebration can be seen in
crowded areas of Ahmedabad, Vadora,
Surat and other urban centres of Gujarat.
Come January and the preparations go in
full swing. Children bring a whiff of ex-
citement as they do spend their spare time
practicing for the big day. “Manjhas” —
cotton threads coated with glass, rice
paste, chemicals and other abrasive mate-
rial to give them the tensile power and
strength and that cutting edge — are pre-
pared in every street corner, then rolled on
spools called ‘Firkis’. Artisans make the
kites, utilizing paper and bamboo.

In fact, Makar Sankranti is a fes-
tival based on astronomy. It usually falls
on January 14th, every year. Many in-
dulge in the erroneous belief that Sankranti
augurs the new year of Hindus. In virtual
reality the Panchang (Indian Calendar)
states that the New Year starts on Chaitra
Pratipada or Yugadi — festival which marks
the creation of the universe. Chaitra is the
first month of the Indian Calendar and
Pratipada is the first day of the month.

Makar is a zodiac sign and
Sankranti means evolution/movement.
Primitive India is famous for its eminent
astronomers who explored the milky way
and other constellations. They were
among the first to confirm and affirm that
the earth revolves round the sun, from one
Rashi (Zodiac sign) to another. When the
revolution starts on Capricorn, the festival
of Makar Sankranti is celebrated. The
earth revolves for thirty days in this Rashi.

There is one Sankranti in each of
the twelve Rashis annually. The twelve
Rashis have been named as follows —
Mesha (Aries), Vrish (Taurus), Mithun
(Gemini), Karka (Cancer), Singh (Leo),
Kanya (Virgo), Tula (Libra), Vrishchick
(Scorpion), Dhanu (Sagittarius), Makar
(Capricorn), Kumba (Aquarius) and Mina
(Pisces). Why is it that only Makar
Sankranti is celebrated?

Makar Sankranti marks the shift
from Dakshinayam to Uttarayana, a period
of intensive light. Makar Sankranti is cel-
ebrated to mark the saur varsha (Solar
Year). Sages have prescribed prayers to
celebrate festivals. Rejoicing comes later.
The Veda states thaht GOD (the Supreme
Creator, Operator and Dissolver of the uni-
verse), through his power controls the sun,
the very wheel of time. He controls each
and every minute, hour, second, day, week,
fortnight, month, year and season. He is
the only one worthy of worship.

Makar Sankranti relates to the sun
and the movement of the earth. The grace
of God is invoked through fervent prayers
so that everyone may be blessed with a
good and favourable time; a time without
excessive heat or cold.

Many seize this opportunity to in-
dulge in various practices. A bathing at the
confluence of the rivers -- Ganga, Yanuma
and the invisible Saraswati in Allahabad at
the very crack of the dawn on Makar
Sankranti.

The use of sesame in savouries is
another popular event. Wearing new
clothes and spending the whole day to visit
family members, friends and relatives.

Sankranti is also known as the
“Khichri” festival in the north of India.
‘Khichri’ and sesame, including sweet
meals energise the whole body. Families
also remember those who have left the
fold and assert new ties with others within
the network of social and economic rela-
tion. It is customary in some regions to
offer gifts to parents, friends and relatives
on this auspicious occasion.

In certain regions of India the ven-
eration of cows is a main feature in the cel-
ebration of Makar Sankranti. Bulls and
cows are properly washed and their horns
painted. Decorated with beautiful and fas-
cinating flower garlands and tinkling bells,
these animals are then taken out in the vil-
lages.

Kite flying is another feature (as
already pointed out at the very outset of
this article). The brilliant colours signify
hope, its size in relation to the sky epito-
mizes and symbolizes the minuteness of
man in front of the Almighty and its thread
reminds us that the rope of our life is being
controlled by the Almighty God. If he lets
go the rope (stop holding), we will most
surely and certainly meet our end. In this
very context — William Shakespeare has so
aptly and appropriately pointed out :--

As flies to wanton boys
Are we to God. God kills
Us for his sport.

By way of conclusion it goes
without saying that festivals are not just
feasts and worship. They do also act as so-
cial cement which brings people together
in total harmony and strengthen brother-
hood, love, peace, mutual respect and mu-
tual understanding. The close observance
of festivals has always symbolized and
epitomized the fundamental values of life.
Festivals are also happy occasions that en-
rich social life. Their celebrations also re-
juvenate congenial relationship within the
family and society.

Makar Sankranti is also loaded
with multifarious messages. If one under-
stands its messages one’s life will be more
meaningful.

Happy and
Sankranti to one and all!
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