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' Laplace said - How greatful we should be to the Hin-
dus who discoverd the great decimal system that did not
occur to the minds of such mighty mathematicians as
Archimedes and apollonius.

Albert Einstein who is regarded the greatest scientist
of the twentieth century said - we owe a lot to Indians who
taught us how to count without which no smen‘aﬁc discov-
ery could have been made.

Prof. mecdonell's said - In science too the debt of Eu-
rope to India has been considerable there is in the first
place the great fact that the Indians invented the numerical
figurés used all over the world. The influence which the
decimal system of reckoning dependent on those figure
has had not only mathematics but on the civilization in gen-
eral can hardly be overestimated. During the eighth and
ninth centuries the Indians became the teachers in arithmatic
and algebra of the Arabs and through them of the nations
of the west.
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History 19 379+ Y& # fer@1 8-There was also, and
this is of greatest importance for the whole world, a new
development of science particularly mathematics and as-
tronomy associated with the names of two, Aryabhatta and
Varahamihar in the fifth century and with Brahma gupta in
the seventh. A decisive new development was made there

“about this time. The perfection of a number system with
place value notation and a zero. the Arabs also incorpo-
rated the work of a series of Indian mathematicians on the
means of dealing with unknown quantities which we call
algebra.
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