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Saat pheras Arya Samaj way 
• Partners from other religions converting willingly for Arya Samaj weddings 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 17 

While much is being 
said about Love Jihad, 
Hyderabad is showing a 
different trend altogeth-
er More and more peo-
ple from different reli-
gions and from different 
countries are converting 
to Hinduism for their 
Hyderabadi partner and 
are getting married as 
per . Hindu customs at 
various Arya Samaj 
branches in the city. 
Over 25 such couples 

got married in the last 
eight months. Most of 
them are students. They 
include a few Ameri-
cans, Russians, Austra-
lians and even a Chinese 
national who converted 
to Hinduism for their 
partners, 

There were also three 
weddings wherein nei-
ther of the partners 
were Hindu, but willful-
ly changed their religion 
for personal reasons like 
getting quick marriage 
certificates and moving 
out of the country. 

Most of the marriages, 
however, were not for 
quick marriage certifi-
cates, but a conscious 
decision by the Hindu 
partner to get married 
according to Hindu ritu-
als and in his or her own 
city. 

Vitthal Rao Arya, pres-
ident of the State 
Council of Arya Samaj, 
said, "We have had about 
25 to 27 such couples this 
year. This is a new trend. 
As per our principles, we 
perform weddings only 
for people following 

An Arya 
Samaj mar-
riage certifi-
cate is 
issued 
immediately 
and is valid 
across the 
country 

Hinduism But in some 
cases, when the girl or 
the boy is from another 
religion, we tell them 
what our procedures are 

and that we cannot per-
form the wedding unless 
both are majors and 
Hindus. 

"We do not immediate- 

As per our principles, 
we perform weddings 
only for people follow-
ing Hinduism. But in 
some cases, when the 
girl or the boy is from 
another religion, we tell 
them what our proce-
dures are and that we 
cannot perform the 
wedding unless both 
are majors and Hindus 

— VITTHAL RAO 
ARYA, 

President, Arya 
Pratinidhi Sabha 

ly allow conversion. We 
counsel them and ask 
them if they are sure of 
their decision and only 
then we go ahead," Mr 
Arya said. 

The couples are man-
dated to submit an affi-
davit, a medical certifi-
cate, age proofs, address 
proofs, passport photos 
and three witnesses each 
with their address 
proofs. 
"Only after all these 

documents verified do 
we perform the wedding. 
After the wedding, an 
Arya Samaj certificate is 
issued. This is valid 
across the country and 
even for applying for a 
passport. But for a visa, 
they must submit this to 
a registrar and in about 
a week, a marriage cer-
tificate is issued. A nor-
mal registry marriage 
will take a month and it 
is also a dull event. In 
this case, their friends 
come, we give them the 
space for the rituals and 
it's like a celebration," 

KIDS LEAVE 
PARENTS IN 
THE LURCH 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 17 

Parents in many cases 
have said they go 
through humiliation as 
their children seek 
police support or go to 
the media when they 
oppose their decision 
regarding marriage. 
They said that children 
must at least be answer-
able to their parents. 
"My daughter got 

engaged and just a cou-
ple of days before the 
wedding, she married 
someone else, We were 
answerable to so many 
people. If there was at 
least some intimation, 
we would not bother her. 
The worst part is that 
now she is divorced and 
back home," said a 
father. 

Another groom's uncle 
narrated another such 
incident, when his 
nephew walked away 
from his own reception 
and got married to some-
one else. "Why do injus-
tice to the girl who mar-
ried him? She just broke 
down on the stage." 
Purn ima Nagaraja, 

consultant psychiatrist, 
Dhriti Psychological 
Wellness Centre, said. 
"Parents are always 
overprotective and only 
want the best. There 
must be regular commu-
nication between chil-
dren and parents " 

I Over 25 such couples got 
married in the last eight months. 
Most of them are students. They 
include a few Americans, 
Russians, Australians and even a 
Chinese national who converted 
to Hinduism for their partners 

A file photo of the Arya Samaj mandir in 
Secunderabad. 

HAPPILY MARRIED 
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Satyarthi ji with V Rao Arya ji and P.Chandrashekhar 
former Minister 

Satyarthi ji with V Rao Arya ji and sri Jaipal Yadav 
former MLA 
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Satyarthi ji with Justice Jivan Reddy. Justice Sudarshan 
Reddy, Keshav Rao Jadhav and Vithal Rao Arya 
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Satyarthi ji with Vithal RaoArya ji and Radheshyam Shukla Satyarthi ji with Puli Late Veeranna Ex- MLA 

Satyarthi ji with V Rao Arya ji and P.Chandrashekhar 
former Minister 

L 	. 
Satyarthi ji with Sri Potturi Venkateshwar Rao, Venkat 

Reddy of MV Foundation 
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N. 1 20/-  
Now at Rs. 8w. only 

Now available in Hindi on 
concessional rate for only Rs. 80/-
only. 280 pages book written by Dr. 
Anand Raj Varma and published by 
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha AP-Telangana 
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