O les hommes sages et éclairés!

et du péché.
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Om bhaga éva bhagavam astu devasténa vayam bhagavantah syama.
Tan twa bhaga sarva ijjohaviti sano bhaga pur éta bhavéha.

Rig Véda 7/41/5

Notre Dieu, unique et digne d’adoration, ne peut étre nul autre que le Dieu tout puissant,
éternel, incorporel, resplendissant et le maitre supréme de I'univers. Il ne peut nullement étre des
choses inanimées de la nature telles que des idoles, des rochers, des montagnes, des étendus
d’eau, des riviéres, des régions de la terre des plantes et ni des étres humains, des animaux ou
des oiseaux liés par le cycle éternel de la naissance et de la mort.

Gréce a l'aide des sages, méme les hommes ignorants deviennent des élites et des dévots
de Dieu, trouvent le bonheur dans la vie et apportent leur soutien a d’autres gens démunis.

O Seigneur! Par ta grace, que les hommes soient dotés de capacité physique, intel-
lectuelle et morale et qu'ils aient une foi inébranlable en toi pour qu’ils puissent transmettre ta foi
dans le coeur des hommes, les transformer en tes dévots et les délivrer des ténebres de l'ignorance

O Dieu! Tout ceci nous démontre la puissance de ta gréce et ta bénédiction.

N. Ghoorah
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Nutan Varsha evam Sankranti
Abhinandan

Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah
Sarve Santu Niramaya

Sarve Bhadrani Pashyantu
Ma Kaschit Dukhabhag Bhavet

O Lord! Grant happiness to everyone.

May one and all enjoy a good health.

May all witness auspiciousness and
May none be unhappy.

The President and Members of the
Arya Sabha Mauritius have the pleasure
to wish you a very happy & prosperous
New Year 2015 and a joyful
Makar Sankranti.
1, Maharshi Dayanand Street,
Port Louis
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New Year

Dear Members,

Year 2014 is at its end and New Year
2015 is already at our doorstep. Itis indeed a
moment of joy which everybody awaits wish im-
patience. But, where New Year is a moment
of happiness, it is also a time of sadness for
some persons who have lost their dear and
near ones during the year 2014. The Arya
Sabha pays homage to those servants who are
no more with us and extends its heartfelt sym-
pathy to their relatives.

For Arya Sabha Mauritius, 2014 has
been an active year as previous years. In ad-
dition to our normal activities of preaching and
propagating ‘dharma’ and promotion of educa-
tion the Arya Sabha Mauritius completed some
ambitious projects among which some are :-
(1) The extension work at DAV Morc. St. Andre
College, where eight classerooms have been
constructed at the cost of appox. Rs 8 million.
(2) A student of the DAV Morc. St. Andre College
was classified after the laureates at the HSC
exams last year and thus boosted up our institu-
tion to national level. Indeed it is a pride for the
DAV College to have its standard upgraded.

(3) The Arya Sabha Mauritius opened a new
branch of our Special Needs School for chal-
lenged children at Union Vale Vedic Centre.
(4) We obtained a grant of Rs 2 million from the
Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare
to purchase a new Toyota Hiace Van and buy
equipment for the challenged children.

(5) The Arya Sabha Mauritius obtained three
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Message

arpents of prime land at Rose Belle for the
promulgation of an educational project.

(6) The DAV Degree College has been re-
named Rishi Dayanand Institute and has been
affiliated to the Open University of Mauritius.
(7) With the presence of Swami Ashutosh for
nearly three months in Mauritius, our preaching
work got a boost up and the Shrawani Mahot-
sav met a resounding success.

(8) Several workshops, competitions and youth
activities were organized to empower our youth.
(9) Photo Voltaic at the cost of over Rs17 mil-
lion has been placed on five main buildings of
Arya Sabha Mauritius and generation of elec-
tricity has already started.

(10) Purchase of a new Toyota Autovan for the
Belle Mare Ashram financed by Late Dr Hansa
Gunessee has been made.

(11) Training of 76 persons in Vedic Phylosophy
and Theology at our Rishi Dayanand Institute.

We thank all our members and sup-
porters for their support without which all these
realizations would not have been possible.

Year 2015 appear to be more chal-
lenging and we rely much on your collaboration
and support to make Arya Sabha Mauritius
more dynamic.

The President and members of the Man-
aging Committee of Arya Sabha Mauritius seize this
opportunity to extend their warmest wishes for a
happy New Year 2015 and a joyful Makar Sankranti.

H. Ramdhony, Arya Ratna
Secretary
Arya Sabha Mauritius
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Speech by His Excellency Mr Rajkeswur Purryag, GCSK, GOSK, President of the
Republic of Mauritius, on the occasion of the Graduation Ceremony of the Rishi
Dayanand Institute held on Saturday 20 December, 2014 at 14 00 hours at Pailles.

Professor Soodursun Jugessur, Chairman of
Council, University of Mauritius

Shri Pankaj Jindal, Representative of the Indian
High Commission

Dr Odaye Narain Gangoo, Dean of the Rishi
Dayanand Institute

Mrs Roshni Narain, Academic Manager and
Programme Officer

Mr Balchan Tanakoor, President of the Arya
Sabha Mauritius

Mr Hurrydev Ramdhony, Secretary of the Arya
Sabha Mauritius

Mr Bholanath Jeewuth, Treasurer of the Arya
Sabha Mauritius

Distinguished Guests

Dear Parents, Students and Graduands
Ladies and Gentlemen

Good afternoon!

| wish to thank Dr. Gangoo, Dean of
the Rishi Dayanand Institute for having invited
me to participate in this 5th Graduation Cere-
mony of the Institute.

| understand there are some 24 stu-
dents who have successfully completed their
Bachelor degree programmes, and 20 others
who are to graduate at Master’s level in differ-
ent fields of study.

Let me therefore congratulate all the
graduands for their hard work and perseverance
as well as the commitment they have demon-
strated throughout their academic journey.

| also wish to express my sincere
thanks and appreciation to the management of
the Institute, in particular, the Dean and the
teaching and non-teaching staff, for their dedi-
cation and effort in the academic performance
and success of the graduands.

[ would furthermore, like to thank the
Arya Sabha Mauritius for their vision and com-
mitment in setting up this post-secondary insti-
tution which reflects their ambition to be a
“sustainable, accessible, affordable and highly
competitive and effective” education provider —
one that delivers real benefits to the citizens.

As we know, the Arya Sabha Mauri-
tius has, since its inception in 1910, remained
at the forefront of the education and emancipa-
tion of the working classes in Mauritius.

Indeed, education has been one of
the cornerstones of the Arya Samaj Movement
across the world.

| am glad that the Arya Sabha Mauri-
tius has not faltered in its mission of creating
accessibility to education to the socially and
economically disadvantaged segments of our
population, especially those coming from the
rural areas.

This is also very much in line with the
ideals and philosophy of Shri Swami Dayanand Ma-
haraj, the Founder of the Arya Samaj Movement.

| know that the Rishi Dayanand Insti-
tute is affiliated with the prestigious Kuruk-
shetra University of India which obviously gives
an added prestige to the Institute and the qual-
ity education that it is dispensing to its students.

Kurukshetra University is among the
reputable universities in India, well known for
its academic excellence, particularly in the
fields of science, technology, social science,
performing arts, languages, life sciences and a
wide array of other disciplines.

| have no doubt therefore that the
Rishi Dayanand Institute will benefitimmensely
from the expertise and educational values and
principles of the Kurukshetra University, which
can in turn serve our students better.

As you know, education systems
across the world are in the midst of very chal-
lenging times.

There is by and large a pressing call
to reinvent the system with focus on the edu-
cational needs, skills and competencies of this
21st Century.

Every country is facing challenges in

varying degrees and dimensions.

As we steam ahead in this 21st Century,
it is becoming increasingly clear that education
will continue to remain the main driver of growth
and development of any country in the world, per
force necessitating the acquisition of new skills,
knowledge and competencies.

There is no denying that education is
fundamental to growth and development.

In an excellent document published in
2011 and entitled “Learning for All - Investing
in People’s Knowledge and Skills to Promote
Development”, which indeed encompasses the
Education Strategy for the year 2020 of the
World Bank, the Bank has acknowledged that
the overarching goal of education is not just
schooling, but learning.

And “the drivers of development will
ultimately be what individuals learn, both in and
out of school, from pre-school through the
labour market.”

It is also noted in that same document
that the Bank’s new 10-year strategy now is to
seek to achieve this broader “Learning for All" ob-
jective by promoting country-level reforms of ed-
ucation systems and building a global knowledge
base powerful enough to guide these reforms.

There is no doubt therefore that in our
own case, we should try for something better than
any one thought possible while taking on board
our specific realities, needs and constraints.

There should also be a major para-
digm shift.

And the most important objective of
education should be to create people with the
character to transform the world around them,
no matter how big that world is.

Indeed, the whole idea should be to
see education as a transformer of expectations,
not the receptacles.

As a well-known philosopher once put
it — (Quote)

“Education is after all, only a tool;
everything depends up the workman who uses
it.” (Unquote)

Dear Graduands

To-day marks an important day in
your lives.

It's just the beginning of a long journey.

While you celebrate your academic
achievements this afternoon, | want to urge you
to continue your quest for knowledge.

Because as Robert Maynard Hutchins,
an educational philosopher said, — (quote)

“The object of education is to prepare
the young to educate themselves throughout
their lives.” (Unquote)

And in the words of Hellen Keller, another
American author and University Professor -
(Quote)

“The best educated human being is
the one who understands most about life in
which he is placed.” (Unquote)

These are words of wisdom from well-
known scholars and educationists and they
should inspire and guide you in your next edu-
cational journey.

But discipline is also important.

Indeed self-discipline should remain
the key to your success.

With the right discipline, and mindset
and principled behaviour and values, there is
no reason why you will not succeed in life.

[ will request you to cherish every mo-
ment of your life, in low or high times and fly
high in the world with your head held high.

Again, I would like to congratulate you
all upon your success and wish you well in your
future endeavour.

Let me also take this opportunity to
wish each one of you a Merry X mas and a
Happy New Year, which | am sure will bring you
plenty of joy and prosperity.

I thank you for your attention.
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Simplicity was... is... and will always be...
the highest form of elegance

It is simple to be difficult... but difficult to
be simple

Keep It Simple & Sane.

“Simplicity is the extreme sophistica-
tion.” (Leonardo da Vinci) This quote, as the cap
which fits all heads, is ‘a nugget of wisdom’ in
today’s context of celebrations where most peo-
ple, from the well-off to the underprivileged, leave
no stone unturned in putting up a show to bid
farewell to 2014 and welcome 2015. Sensible
people are at a loss in front of the “shopping
craze”. The low level of awareness that clouds
our sense of rational thinking during the festive
period is shocking. The superfluous reigns over
fundamental needs: crackers...air and noise pol-
lution, booze parties...injurious to health, high-
powered music... blowing up the quietude of our
environment.

The Vedic (universal) way of living

As we bid farewell to the outgoing
Gregorian calendar year let us be inspired by
this Vedic hymn: Om samvatsaro~si parivatsat-
saro~seedavatsarosidwatsaro~si vatsaro~si |
As true human beings we need to live up to the
edicts of Dharma all times. As learned persons
we should not spend time on futile matters. We
should dare to abandon what has to be dis-
carded as well as be righteous at the level of
thoughts (manasa), speech (vacha) and ac-
tions (karmana). Time follows its cycle...without
any divergence, seconds cumulate to minute,
hour, day, week, fortnight, month, seasons,
year, decade, century, millennium, etc. The
new era would be beneficial to the self and all
around us only if we are steadfast on principles.

Empowered with a socially responsi-
ble, non-discriminatory and non-addictive,
lifestyle and attitudes we would experience an
enormous increase in faith, truth, happiness,
harmony. The end result will be a multifold uplift
in the physical, moral, intellectual and social
welfare of mankind, where our material and
spiritual desires would be fulfilled.

The need for tranquility

We should consciously learn to with-
draw from the world of physical sound, as a start
to access the silence within. Brahma Yajna or
Sandhya, a meditative process (uplisnl vidhi) is
prescribed at twilight (dawn and dusk) to bring us
to that inner quietness and discover our real self
as well as the Supreme Being. Such daily spiri-
tual practice yield clarity of vision.

Ballfancing the spiritual self and the practical
se

We struggle to satiate the basic physical
needs: food...shelter...clothing. We work hard to
earn a living, interact with people and situations,
pay bills, etc. Spirituality is inherent, natural and
vital to humans. “Life” on earth is meant to attain
physical and spiritual insight: “bhoga & apavarga”
(Yog Darshan) and “abhyudaya & nisreyasa”
(Nyaya Darshan). We shall be the optimum self
when both the physical and spiritual self are in
harmony. We need to give much attention to our
physical self as we should feel comfortable in
what we are doing.

The thumb rule to harmony

Moreover we need to listen to our
inner self, be aware of our reactions prior to any
action and examine its source. Guilt is always
felt on a post-mortem basis. Putting the brain
into gear before entering into action we shall
feel a sense of well being and satisfaction if we
are on the right track, if not we should abandon
the idea. Often our ego dominates on logic and
the then idle ignores that little inner voice -
deeming it as ‘foolish’. Yet that ‘gut-feel’ is our
safest bet. As the most faithful friend truest
companion, it leads us towards our purpose.
Resolutions for the New Year :

[ Be transformative, starting with the self and
expanding this positive attitude and/or energy
to our outer environment — family, friends and
society at large.

[ Refrain from futile spending; dedicate time and
money to improve the physical, mental/moral and
social standards of the needy.

0 Expand our level of awareness and free ourselves from
the cacophony clouding festive periods.

1 Commit ourselves to human values as the pil-
lars of development.

I Live to the ideals of the universal, evergreen and ir-
refutable edicts of Dharma: patience... forgiveness...
mind-control.... non-stealing... hygiene... control of the

senses... intellect... knowledge... truth... level-head-
edness.
I Be caring, compassionate, dedicated, ever
ready to stand up for what is just and right.
[ Be role models of integrity, noble in thoughts,
speech and actions.
[ Move hand-in-hand with good and goodness,
away from bad and badness.
[ Legate the rich heritage of ‘the natural way
of life, self-discipline, integrity, high character,
responsibility, honesty, etc. and never compro-
mise on these ideals’ to generations to come.
[ Motivate others to come under the umbrella
of virtue, i.e. noble character, actions and in-
stinctive qualities... where self confidence, pa-
tience, devotion, hard work and commitment
empowers us to tread on the rugged path to
progress and success.
[ Perceive the precious gift of life and its chal-
lenges as positive pinpricks — invigorating, to
re-establish the balance on the physical, moral
and spiritual planes.

May the All-merciful bestow his
blessings upon all for a sparkling future!
Bramdeo Mokoonlall

Darshan Yog Mahaavidyaalaya, Gujarat, India
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