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What is

In Sanskrit, wealth is known as 'artha'. According to
Swami Dayananda, real wealth is that which is acquired
by honest means. Wealth which is amassed by ignoring
and neglecting the moral principles is a breeding ground
for all troubles (Arth vahee hai jo dharma se hee praapt
kiyaa jaay aur jo adhram se siddh hota hai usko anarth
kahte hein). This is a universal truth. Even the root of the
English word 'wealth' is "weal" which means well-being,
sound health both-economic and moral. But what
constitutes? Whether wealth is counted in terms of gold
and currecncy notes only?

According to the scriptures women, gems, wisdom
gained by the knowledge of scriptures, adherence to
moral principles, maintennance of cleanliness, good
words of worldly wisdom and art works- all constitute
wealth and worth possessing. They are the sources of
wellbeing and happiness. Wisdom lies in translating the
knowledge of scriptures into action. It is not enough for
a person to adhere to moral principles in isolation. A
person must also make sincere efforts to uphold them.
This is his social obligation. Words of wisdom, coming
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Wealth?

from the mouths of seers and great men, have the power
of inspire and guide manking. One therefore should
adopt a positive approach to wealth, aspire to acquire
and strive with perseverance to acquire them.
Vatsyaayana lists wisdom gained by the knowledge of
scriptures, landed property, precious metals, cattle, food
grains, house holds friends and other thinks as the
assets which should be acquired and increased. By
saying other things, Vatsyaayana left the listincomplete
leaving to the wisdom of people. It therefore
encompasses even fame earned by good work and
contribution to the welfare of the manking (yashas).
Both these teacher considered wisdom gained by the
study of the scriptures as an assest. It ts an intangible
but at the same time an invaluable assest. Vatsyayana
added friendship to the list of assets. All these help a
man in his pursuit of other goals of life. Wealth therefore
should not be perceived in isolation from the intangible
assests like learning, good conduct and good friends.
Wealth is only a means, not the end. Sraddhaa and other
names of Lakshmi signify all these aspects of wealth.
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