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No Immolation of Cow in The Vedas

The article "Paradox of the Indian Cow"- "Early
Indians considered the cow to be less 'sacred' than what
we are taught to believe" by Prof. D. N. Jha, Professor of
History, Delhi University (Hindustan Times, Mon, Dec
17-18-2002) shows nothing but the bankruptcy of the
professor's mind that declares the Vedic Aryans as beef-
eaters. The writer has no knowledge of the terminology
of the Vedas. He has cited some references given by
Indian and Western scholars in supporting beef-eating.
These scholars misinterpreted the Vedas in order to
prove the Aryans barbarians and shepherds and thus
tried to condemn the Indian culture and civilization. The
historians, especially Indians worked hard to highlight
Ye Western Culture and reproached the Indian Culture

ause they were the product of Lord Mc Couley's
tional System.

Vedas or the Divine knowledge, since the

of our civilization and culture have been

e literature of Supreme Authority, the

“an to man by the divine Lord for his

t and final release from bondage, it

an as his first speech and first

.d when there were no class

racial, national and geographical

«nd therefore the Vedas have message for

. of all nations and of all times living on this

sstial planet in the company of innumerable species

of dumb and mute animal creatures, who for their code

of living are guided dominatingly by their so called

instincts, whilst man is the “only highly developed

species, which has to be instructed and the Vedas
constitute the element of our first divine instruction.

The Vedic literature has referred to three types of
animals: (i) Cattle, usually five: Man (Purusa), Horse
(asva), Cow (go), goat (aja), and sheep (avi). they are
called gramya pasavah or tame animals, (ii) aranya
pasavah or wild animals, big or small including tigers,
lions, rhinoceros and wild deer. A long list of these
inimals is given in Chapter XXIV of the yajurveda, partly
carried to Chapter XXV also, this includes insects and
worms and marine creatures, (i) Vayavya, or the
winged species which are'capable of flying in space (YV.

XXX1.6)

In the earliest possible history of human progress
the cattle were domesticated; some wild species was
procured, nurtured and cultured with care and caution,
and then alone evolved to a domesticated animal fit for
use in house. Finally this animal became a useful
member of our family. This biological scientific effort of
domesticating a wild animal came to be known in our
literature as alabhana, a word which was altogether
different from a similar word, which is alambhana, which
means immolation or killing. Alabhana is just opposite to
alambhana, one stresses on culture and rearing, the
other on killing and injury, later erroneously known as
"sacrifice".

The difference between alambhana and alabhana
is clear in the lines from the Chikitsa sthana of the
Charaka Samhita, XIX.4.

In the earliest times animals were procured,
domesticated, cultured and harnessed for useful
purpose in the yajnas; this was their alabhana (they were
thus samala bhaniyah); they were not meant for
immolation or killing.

The Vedas sanction the alabhana and not the
alambhana of fire, the sun, the wind, the cattle and the
like. Alabhana is harnessing for the domestic and public
use, while alambhana is immolation leading to pollution
and diseases.

What is worth stressing is that alabhana word is
never used for immolation; our vedic texts refer to
alabhana only, not alambhana. Our this note should end
controversy once for all that the Vedas ever sanctioned
the immolation of animals in Yajnas, the ancients in their
earliest culture of human history contributed a lot to our
society by picking up some species, taming them,
domesticating and evolving. These species were raised
to this effect is known as alabhana. The yajnas in form of
ritual commemorate this historical event by respecting,
honouring and revering cattle and other useful animals,
particularly horse, cow, goat and sheep.

In ordinary usage of today, the words go, asva, aja
and avi stand for cattle: terms cow, horse, goat and

sheep in cosmogony and cosmology, stand for celestial
bodies also. Go is one of the names of our planet earth
(YV. Il. 6). Gavah is derived from go and is a synonym of
rays also (Nigh. I. 5) and (Nir. Il. 6) the word gau has
several meanings.

The hymns 1. 162&164 of the Rg. Veda refer to the
Ashavamedha yajna, the so called Horse Sacrifice. In
this hymns, the word asva stands for the sun, and us such
for the sun's rays too. The entire description of these
hymns refer to the sun and the details arising from earth's
going round the sun. In a kingdom, where the
Asvamedha Yajna is performed, the king is asva, in our
universe, the sun is asva. The description of the horse of
the Asvamedha, reproduced in the yajurveda, XXIX 12-
24 from Rv I-163 and 1-13 clearly show that the details
are of the sun and phenomena preceding and following
the sunrise.

All the five cattle are inviolable, aghnya not to be
killed or tortured. They constitute the pasavah (tamed
animals) of the yajamana or the house- holder, and they
are to be assured security and afforded protection (YV I.
1). In the case of all of them, we have repeatedly been
told (ma hinsih), i.e. do not kill, do not torture; no
immolation. For details of this alabhana (domestication),
one may see the Stapatha Brahmana, VII. 5.2. 32-39.
One who Kills or tortures our cows, horses or men even
deserves to be shot with lead shells (Av. 1.16.4). Such a
torturer or immolator is called viraha, or a murderer.
Immolation of a horse is considered as undersirable in
the verse, XIIl. 4 of the Yajurveda. The horse is supposed
to possess the strength and speed of wind; it is the navel
of varuna. It is not to be immolated. For cow, we have in
the Rg. Veda: Ma gammanagamaditim vadhistha-VIII.
101.15; the cow is aditi, not to be cut into pieces, she
deserves our affection and reverence. Thus the long list
of animals, as given in Chapter XXIV of the Yajurveda,
indicates the revential reference to our fauna on the
occasion of festivities and national activities.

Prof. D. N. Jha, in my view, has wasted his time only
in railing upon the Vedas and Aryan tradition.
S

- Swami Sumedhananda, Dayananda Matha

Chamba (H.P.)
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