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Glimpses of the Rig Veda i

The Creator of

Cosmic Sacrifice

The first incantation of Ri
Veda and the first gratefu
offering of the earliest seer is
Agnimile”:

I am saluting the foremost
manifestation of the Creation.
SureI%/, Agni is the Supreme
Sacrificer, the high priest and
the exponent of the great
collective process of the
Universe. He imparts
movement as well as
consciousness, hence he is
known as 'Agni’, the leading
light. I reverentially perceive
the magnificent pageant of
the sustaining forces he has
commanded for my
enlightenment and blissful
living. He has activated all his
splendid bounties to be a part
of the Universal sacrifice.

O Resplendent Lord, you feed
and sustain all that is divine
and luminous. You protect the
unrestrained cosmic
sacrifices of the Creation and
modulate all the rules of
creative forces. You have
?_lf'ged all enjoyments for the
Iving beings, while you
yourself remain ever selfless
and withdrawn. O leader of
human  generation and
Nature's heavenly bounties,
Your Universe appears as a

mysterious home; being pro-

active, it is
balanced and full.
Lord, do light up my inner
self for the manifestation of
divinity. Lead me on the path
of this great offering and
bestow the splendor on this
institutor of worship.

sifiFdit qRifed aFe
: !
grare Teremamg 1 1 (Rv 1.1.1.)

Agnim lle purohitam
yajhasya davam rtvijam.
hotaram ratnadhatamam.

God is One in spite of

Various Names

God, verily, is One. Endless
are His attributes and hence
countless are His names. To
this Divine Being, man offers
invocation  through the
various words of the Vedic
Texts. He appears as 'Indra’,
the most resplendent; 'Mitra,
the most benevolent, "Varuna',
the most venerable; 'Agni’,
the most celestial, well-
winged 'Garutman’; 'Divya,
the most divine; '"Yama', the
law-abider. He is also the
cosmic breath called
'Matarisvan'. The Vedic
verses identify him as 'Ekam
Sat', that is, the One and the
only Lord of the Universe

thoroughly

who creates, sustains and
annihilates.

Those who are unaware of the
language of the Vedas think
that the Vedic seers used to
worship various Gods and
imaginary deities residing in
heaven. But the enlightened
people with finer knowledﬁe
thoroughly  analyse the
Creation and recodnize the
many attributes of the one
and only Creator and address
Him by various names.

The Lord alone is sustaining
the Cosmos; fanning, aspiring
and inspiring. In  His
supremacy over the Universe,
He is the One and the One
alone. There is no second or
third or fourth to replace Him.
All the bounties of Nature
emerge from Him and also
converge in Him to become
One and Only One.

g% i aeurarTargedt o
T guur TEETT !

T HigWT SgeT aq=daiiq qq
araRrearTarg: | I(Rv 1.164.46.)
Indram mitram varunam
agnim ahur atho divyah sa
suparno garutman. ekam sad
vipra bahudha vadanti agnim
yamam matarisvanam ahuh.
With Thanks : Priyavrata Das
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