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A Mauratius Yoga tour from 1-7th October, 2015 is 
being organized under the auspices of Acharya 
Chandershekar Shastri at total cost of Rs. 66,000/-
per person. 
Those desirous may kindly contact:- 
Tel.: 09810084806 
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The World According To Gita 
-Henry Kissinger 

Word order in Hindu cosmology was governed by immutable 
cycles of an almost inconceivably vast scale-millions of years 
long. Kingdoms would fall, and the universe would be destroyed, 
but it would be re-created, and new kingdoms would rise again. 
The true nature of human experience was known only those 
who endured and transcended these temporal upheavals. 
The Hindu classic the Bhagavad Gita framed these spirited 
tests in terms of the relationship between morality and power. 
Arjuna, "overwhelmed by sorrow" on the eve of battle at the 
horrors he is about to unleash, wonders what can justify the 
terrible consequences of war: This is the wrong question, 
Krishna rejoins. Because life is eternal and cyclical and the 
essence of the universe is indestructible. Redemption will come 
through the fulfillment of a preassigned duty, paired with a rec-
ognition that its outward manifestations are illusory because 
"the impermanent has no reality; reality lies in the eternal." 
Arjuna, a warrior, has been presented with a war he did not 
seek. He should accept the circumstances with equanimity 
and fulfill his role with honour, and must strive to kill and prevail 
and "should not grieve." 
While Lord Krishna's appeal to duty prevails and Arjuna pro-
fesses himself freed from doubt, the cataclysms of the war-
desCribed in detail in the rest of the epic-add resonance to his 
earlier qualms. This central work of Hindu thought embodied 
both an exhortation to war and the importance not so much of 
avoiding but of transcending it. Morality was not rejected, con-
siderations were dominant, while eternity provided a curative 
perspective. What some readers lauded as a call to fearless-
ness in battle, Gandhi would praise as his "spiritual dictionary". 
Against the background of the eternal verities of a religion 
preaching the elusiveness of any single earthly endeavor, the 
temporal ruler was in fact afforded a wide berth for practical 

Brahmarpan September 2015 Vol. 9 NO.2 3 3 
	

111-19.4-31T144 2072 t4.#41, 



necessities. The pioneering exemplar of this school was the 
4th century BC minister Kautiya, credited with engineering the 
rise of India's Mauryas Dynasty, which expelled Alexander the 
Great's successors from northern India and unified the sub-

continent for the first time under single rule. 
Kautilya wrote about an India comparable in structure to Eu-
rope before the Peace of Westphalia. He describes a collec-
tion of states potentially in permanent conflict with each other. 
Like Machiavelli's, his is an analysis of the world as he found it; 
it offers a practical, not a normative, guide to action. And its 
moral basis is identical with that of Richelieu, who lived nearly 
two thousand years later: the state is a fragile organization, 
and the statesman does not have moral right to risk its survival 

on ethical restraint. 
The Arthashastra sets out, with dispassionate clarity, a vision 
of how to establish and guard a state while neutralizing, sub-
verting and (when opportune conditions have been established) 
conquering its neighbors. The Arthashastra encompasses a 
world of practical statecraft, not philosophical disputation. For 
Kautilya, power was the dominant reality. It was multidimen-
sional, and its factors were interdependent. All elements in a 
given situation were relevant, calculable, and amenable to m 3 - 

nipulation toward a leader's strategic aims. Geography, finance, 
military strength, diplomacy, espionage, law, agriculture, cul-
tural traditions, morale and popular opinion, rumors and leg-
ends, and men's vices and weaknesses needed to be shaped 
as a unit by a wise king to strengthen and expand his realm 
much as a modern orchestra conductor shapes the instru-
ments in his charge into a coherent tune. It was a combination 

of Machieavelli and Clausewitz. 
Millennia before European thinkers translated their facts on the 
ground into a theory of balance of power the Arthashastra set 
out an analogous, if more elaborate, system termed the "circle 
of states." Whatever professional of amity he might make, and 
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ruler whose power grew significantly would eventually find that it was 

n his interest to subvert his neighbour's realm. This as an inherent 

Dynamic of self-preservation to which morality was irrelevant. 

JVhat our time has labelled covert intelligence operations were described 

n the Arthashastra as an important tool. Operating in "all states of the 

circle" (friends and adversaries alike) and drawn from the ranks of "holy 

ascetics, wandering monks, cart-drivers, wandering minstrels, jugglers, 

tramps, [and] fortune-tellers," these agents would spread rumors to 

foment discord within and between othe'r states, subvert enemy armies, 

and "destroy" the King's opponents at opportune moments. 

The Arthashastra advised that restrained and humanitarian conduct was 

under most circumstances strategically useful: a king who abused his 

subjects would forfeit their support and would be vulnerable to rebellion 

or invasion; a conqueror who needlessly violated a subdued people's 

customs or moral sensibilities risked catalyzing resistance. 

The Arthashastra's exhaustive and matter-of-fact catalogue of the im-

peratives of success led the distinguished 20th-century pui:fical theo-

rist Max Weber to conc;Jde that the Arthashastra exemplified "truly radi- 

cal 'Machiavellianism* 	 compared to it, Machiavelli's The Prince is 

harmless". Unlike Machiavelli, Kautilya exhibits no nostalgia for the vir-

tual of a better age. 

Whether following the Arthashastra's prescriptions or not, India reached 

its high-water mark of territorial extent in the third century BC, when its 

revered Emperor Ashoka governed a territory comprising all of today's 

India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and part of Afganistan and Iran. 

Penguin India 

• Children require guidance and sympathy far more than instruction. 
Never confuse a single defeat with a final defeat. 
If the creator had a purpose in equipping us with a neck, he surely 
meant us to stick it out. 

35 



Oh God! You are the Master of all. By Your very nature You are 
the Supreme Power. Oh Lord! the learned people of the world 
can become possessors of supreme power. Oh Majestic God! 
whole of this world is desirous to realise You of this descrip-
tion. Oh God! may You as such be to us accessible even be-
fore we become aware of it in this world. 
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