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Misrepresentation Of The 
Vedas : A Dangerous Fashion 

AN ARTICLE has appeared in 'Surya' 
entitled 'The Land of Kamasutra' that "the 
Vedas have many references to prostitution as 
organised and established institution" This 
magazine is edited by Mr. Maneka Gandhi, 
wife of famous Sanjaya Gandhi. I feel pity on 
the ignorance of the author for making such an 
irresponsible, inappropriate, unjust and 
absolutely baseless comment. 

I am a regular and a serious reader of the 
Vedas since 1950 and have gone through not 
only once but several times their Hindi, 
Sanskrit and English translations and could not 
come across a single hymn in the Vedas 
supporting the prostitution. It is simply the 
author's biased imagination to malign the 
Vedas and establish prostitutions on their 
sacred name . Out of about seventeen 
thousand vedic hymns there is not a single 
even purporting prostitution. 

It has become a fashion of the day to 
propagate and establish any social or religious 
evil on the name of Vedas because these Texts 
have been the sources of inspiration for 
millions of Indians since times immemorial. It is 
a different issue to justify prostitution on 
biological psychological and natural instincts 
bans of human beings. But it is highly unethical 

A Rejoinder 

By Prof. K.v. Paliwal Ph. D. 

and unjust to establish it on the name of Vedas 
when they support not the least in any human 
of all the four Vedas. Being unaware of the 
theme and contents of the Vedas, the author 
need not drag the Vedas into this complex 
socio-economic universal evil in one form or 
the other. 

The above statement can not be 
established and proved it by quoting the 
original references of the Vedas along with 
their translations. And if the writing fails to do 
so, it becomes his moral duty to confess his 
ignorance of the Vedic philosophies and 
apologize publicly for injuring the feelings of 
crores of people who regard these religious 
Holy scriptures as the Supreme Source of 
inspiration. It is a heinous crime and is against 
the basic laws of journalism to make a false 
propaganda about the fact which he does not 
know. It is most unfortunate to justify 
prostitution in the name of the Vedas. 

Here are excerpts from a reply received 
from the writer of the article on the prostitution 
in the Vedas, which highlights the shallowness 
of the knowledge of the object. 

"In all humility, let me admit that the source 
of my statement was not direct but second-
hand. I had picked up this reference from an  

article appearing in one of the leading weeklies 
of Asia. 

"However, I take this opportunity to 
personally apologize to you for having included 
a profane statement of doubtful overacuty in my 
article, and for injuring the sentiments of crores 
of people including yours". 

"You would appreciate that one cannot 
conceivably refer back every statement one 
makes to the original source. None the less it is 
indeed surprising that the learned professor 
took as long as he did to detect this fallacy. Now 
I wish this was indicated to me earlier? My 
apologies for having caused you mental strain, 
which could well have been avoided if you had 
not taken the trouble to dig through all the four 
Vedas and its various translations to find 
whether a reference about prostitution did really 
exist. 

"Sir, you are at liberty to correspond with me 
directly on this issue, may be there are still 
some "fashionable comments" which might 
have escaped your attention and consequently 
have remained unanswered. 

With regards, Your sincerely, Sd. (Prashanta 
Misra). 
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