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Much awaited book of 

Swami Agnivesh a well known social activist and 
winner of the Alternative Nobel Peace Prize 

(the Right Livelihood Award) 
published by leading publisher Harper Collins 

'Applied Spirituality' 
released on his 77th birth day the 21st September 2015 

A Spiritual vision for the Dialogite of 

XS 

i 	 ' i it' Swami Agnivesh ji along liith politician Arun Shouri, Chr Ismail  theolapo „ 
Thampu, tvriter IlladhuKishwar can be seen on  dias! 

77th birth day of Swami Agnivesh was celebrated on 21st of September in a different man-
ner this year. While the day was earmarked for the release of his much awaited book 'Ap-
plied Spirituality' published by leading publisher Harper Collins, it was ironical that he 
had to spend the . first better part of the day in the New Delhi's Parliament Street Police 
station protesting the detention of some bonded labourers who were rescued from Rohtak 
and who were protesting in front of Haryana Bhavan in New Delhi. 
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Sirohi turns over a new leaf 
The Rajasthan district has restored 

both gender and green balance 
by planting trees to mark the birth of a girl child 

Sirohi : Five-year-old Sugna enters the 
temple complex and embraces a neem tree her 
own age, as her mother Wagtu Devi looks on. 
The mother and daughter are particularly 
attached to this tree at the temple of Banoshwari  

whenever a girl child was born. Since then, all 
38 gram panchayats in the region have followed 
the examiple, and villages like Sanwara, Nagani, 
Selwada and Lunol have taken it up in a big way." 
The effort, she hopes, will balance the skewed 

''A;.1 

A TREE LIKE ME: In the village of Sanwada, five-year-old Sugna hugs the tree th,i was 
planted at her birth, while her mother Wagtu Devi stands by. (Below) The auspicious Banoshwari 

Mata temple is a preferred spot for planting saplings 

Mata. In Sanwada village, in the district of Sirohi 
in southern Rajasthan, this tree was planted to 
celebrate Sugnalsbirth. Around them stand more 
trees, each one symbolic of the birth of a girl 
child. 

"We started sensitizing people of the area 
about the significance of the girl child in 2005," 
says Sunita Sharma, secretary of the NGO, 
Society for All Round Development (SARD). "In 
2010, the villagers, along with public 
representatives?  decided to plant saplings  

gender ratio of Sirohi district which, according 
to the 2011 census, was 830-one of the lowest 
in the country. 

Change is already visible. The verdant green 
cover around Banoshwari temple is testament 
to the improving gender ratio in the region. "By 
planting saplings when a girl child is born, we 
show we are wwelcoming of girls, and we create 
green cover at the same time," says Bhabharam, 
a resident of Sanwada. Around five years ago, he 
claimed, not a single tree grew around the 
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temple; now there are hundreds planted by 
people of his community (Rebari). A nearby 
Gogaji temple tells a similar story. It was barren 
but now thrives with green cover. 

While Sanwada honours birth, Pratapgarh 
district commemorates death with trees, with 
villagers planting saplings on the passing of a 
family member. So, trees in 
this area are revered. It was 
in fact this practice that 
impressed the Rebaris 
enough to adapt it. "Here 
people consider trees holy 
for its utility: they give us 
shelter, fruit, wood. Now, 
they're precious also because 
they represent our girls," 
Wagtu said, adding that by 
taking care of each other's 
trees, they were in effect, 
extending their guardianship 
to each other's children. 

The villagers plant their 
saplings in the temple when 
they run out of space at home. "At the temple 
we don't have to worry about water for the plants; 
water is scarce in the village," said Walaram, a 
youth. 

The initiative, says Sharma, was intended to 
stem female feticide that ran deep in the region. 
"Pregnant women from the district would go to 
Palanpur, in Gujarat to avail of sex 
determination. In 2012, then under-secretary in 
the health ministry, DN Sahoo, issued a letter  

directing the Gujarat government to investigate 
the complaints filed by Rajasthan, oil the issue," 
she recalled. 

Whether or not the investigations 
made a difference or the homespun 
campaign, the reality on the ground 
soon changed. Shobha, an anganwadi 
worker at Sanwada gram panchayat, 
said, "The low sex ratio earlier 
testified to sex determination, but 
now, girls thrive here. Women have 
up to three daughters," she said. 

"Chhori toh hayee howehai 
(girls are better)," 

ventures Lalita, another anganwadi 
worker from Nagani village, where 
people have started planting saplings, 
not just in homes and temples, but 
in schools too. "Most plant ashoka 
trees, because they are auspicious," 
she adds. 

The tune the district is now singing has 
changed entirely for the better, with the local 
administration leading the chorus. The daughter- 

President Arya Pratinidhi ahha AP-Telangana Sri Vith41 
Rao Arya planting the saplan along with Stare Minister 
for Forest Sri Jogu Ramanna and State Heal it Minister 

Sri Laxma Reddy 

in-law os Sanwada's deputy sarpanch and zilla 
parishad member, Urmila Vaishnav, had this to 
say, "Trees give us life, and girls infuse the 
family with life. So in our meetings, we discuss 
how to grow both, girls and trees." 

from TOI 
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About Swami Agnivesh ji 
Swami 

Agnivesh, winner 
of the Alterna-
tive Nobel Peace 
Prize (the Right 
Livelihood 
Award), 2004, is 
a 	cyclonic 
Swami. At the 
young age of 28, 
he abandoned a 

promising career as a professor of law and man-
agement in Calcutta for a life of activism. Born 
into a Brahmin - upper caste - South Indian family, 
he shed his name, caste, religion, family, and all 
his belongings and property to adopt the life of a 
`Swami' or renunciate, and began his life's crusade 
for social justice and compassion. The term 'Swami' 
is misused and misunderstood. It denotes, as with 
Christian or Buddhist monks and renunciates, one 
who gives up all his individual, social and birth 
based identities and belongings to serve humanity 
and pursue spiritual truth. 

Seventy five-year-old Swami Agnivesh is easily 
the most distinguished leader of the Arya Samaj. 
In 1994, he was appointed the Chairperson of the 
UN Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Sla-
very. He is better known across the globe in gen-
eral and India in particular for his campaigns 
against bonded labor, and is founder-Chairperson 
of theBandhua Mukti Morcha (Bonded Labor Lib-
eration Front). He was elected as the President of 
the World Council of Arya Samaj (Sarvadeshik 
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha) in 2004. 

Whether it was Gandhi, Dayanand Ambedkar 
all worked for the betterment of the society and 
the people with a few differences in their methods 
and ideals. They all styled themselves in particular 
ways. Swami Agnivesh too has his own style but 
with clear reasons and commitments. He is clad in 
saffron from top to bottom. However, we often find 
Swami say that the saffron, 'is my uniform for 
socio-spiritual action, a call to battle on behalf of 
the oppressed' Saffron is the color of sacrifice, 
commitment and purity and he believes it helps him  

in his work of love, truth, compassion and justice. 
However he also makes it absolutely clear and says 
with utmost realism and practicality that, "If my 
clothes come in the way of this, I won't mind re-
nouncing them. It matters little if you call me 
"Swami Agnivesh or simply "Agnivesh". All that 
matters is the fire inside me, the presence of the 
divine in the inner temple of my being, should con-
tinue to blaze till the end." 

Swami Agnivesh is a man of action. He preaches 
but preaches only what he practices. His words 
catch fire in the heat of his involvement imprinted 
with the zeal of compassion. He has given proof of 
being an outstanding leader and has inspired many 
young minds to strive towards making this world 
better place to live in. His dedication to work with 
the oppressed and passion for social justice are as 
old as his political career which goes back many 
years to his entry into the Haryana Assembly in 
1977. His activism, appearance and understand-
ing leaves a lot of us astonished and at the same 
time provokes us to strive hard for social amelio-
ration while generating love and respect among 
the masses. He looks like a sadhu (holy man), talks 
like a politician and - most importantly - voices 
the case of the underprivileged millions of India. 
Unlike the politicians who mouth religion between 
the teeth of communalism, Swami Agnivesh par-
ticipates in politics as an outworking of his spiritu-
ality. He bridges politics and religion with the plank 
of social justice. 

For over four decades Swami Agnivesh has cam-
paigned for the rights and dignity of 'bonded 
labour' or inter-generational slaves, and child 
labour, and restored their freedom through path-
breaking new legislation. Swami Agnivesh is one 
of the very few people who have seriously taken 
up the responsibility to fight for the poor and the 
underprivileged. He has continuously waged battles 
in order to fulfill his duty towards this cause. Swami 
Agnivesh campaigns have led him to fight alco-
holism, female foeticide, bonded labor, child labor, 
injustice to Tribals and Adivasis, as well as struggle 
for the emancipation of women and even the vio-
lence against animals. His current 'mission' includes 
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fighting the consumer culture and the Western 
model of development in India, opposing Western 
cultural imperialism, and battling casteism, obscu-
rantism and communalism. 

He established the Movement for the Freedom 
of Bonded Labour (Bandhua Mukti Morcha). He 
has advocated relentlessly for women's rights, tak-
ing on the most controversial issues. In turns, he 
has addressed the plight of child widows, the shame-
ful practice of sati, the burning of widows on the 
husbands funeral pyres, dowry deaths where greedy 
parents-in-laws murder their young brides for more 
money. He has actively crusaded against the crime 
offemale foeticide, which has reduced India's popu-
lation by about 60 million females! An environmen-
tal activist, he draws on Gandhian wisdom to ad-
vocate simplicity and sustainability and economic 
rights, and to deplore the economics of greed that 
accompanies globalization. 

While Swami Agnivesh's chief preoccupation is 
social justice and rights, he has also championed 
the searchfbr peace in violent conflicts. He has led 
numerous initiatives to foster peace and interfaith 
harmony in Kashmir during the worst periods of 
violence. He partook in a peace march to Pales-
tine 2012. His particular concern at present is the 
Maoist conflict that is spreading across large 
swathes of central India. In 2010 Swami Agnivesh 
was appointed by the Government of India as the 
mediator to foster dialogue between the govern- 

ment and the Maoist leadership. He is at present 
deeply concerned with the plight of the aboriginal 
Indians called Adivasis dwelling in this area for 
millennia, who are facing the brunt of this con-
flict. He is actively involved in advocating for their 
protection and rights. 

Swami Agnivesh has spearheaded the interfaith 
and inter-religious movement nationally and glo-
bally. He has steered it towards genuine respon-
sible engagement in overturning many of the so-
cial scourges that religions inadvertently or delib-
erately support. The Sarva Dharma Sansad or All 
Faiths Parliament he established in India in 2007 
is the first interfaith movement that includes both 
women and men leaders. Its purpose is to over-
come the seven principal scourges of Indian soci-
ety: casteism and discrimination; injustice and vio-
lence against women; extremism; dogma and com-
munalism; drug and alcohol abuse - that is also 
linked to violent abuse of women and children; 
poverty and exploitation; and corruption. Swami 
Agnivesh also hosted a weekly television debate 
on parliamentary TV called Tichar Manthan' or 
Thought Forum where eminent experts addressed 
burning social and political issues amongst a live 
audience of youth from diverse cultural and reli-
gious backgrounds. 

Swami Agnivesh stresses his faith in spirituality, 
and he makes it very clear that spirituality ought 



to be `social spirituality'. In other words, it ought 
not to be of an individualistic or escapist variety. 
He stresses the need to keep the interest of various 
people in society intact and above the interest of 
individuals. His education in Arya Samaj persuaded 
him to believe that the spiritual quest of an indi-
vidual is inextricably linked with his social life. 
Spiritual quest of an individual and one's social life 
complement each other like two sides of the same 
coin. Religion should thus, never degenerate into 
an exercise of escapism. 

He is unsparing in his critique of the `bankruptcy 
of the political leadership' of India. Issues taken 
up during the freedom movement, like pledges to 
stop the proliferation of liquor, have been fast for-
gotten. What has been taking deeper roots instead 
is communalism religious fundamentalism and ob-
scurantism. For him spirituality should be made 
into a resource for social transformation. If one is 
seriously committed to change and transformation 
in society, then obscurantist, ritual-ridden, super-
stition-mongering religion needs to be given a 
prompt burial. And this is what he strongly insists 
on. 

According to him, 'Our real issues are poverty 
and the glaring socio-economic inequalities which 
need immediate attentidn.' These are the biggest 
issues and challenges that we are faced with.' He 
points out that the values common to all religions 
have been neglected and the vacuum thus created 
has been filled by communal politics. For Swami 
Agnivesh belief, faith and action cannot be com-
partmentalized. He is outspoken about the ironies 
of religion. India has the largest number oftemple 
and shrines in the world. The goddess of wealth 
(Laxmi) is in India; yet our country is beset with 
abject poverty. Saraswati, the goddess of learn-
ing, is worshipped in India, but our country con-
tinues to be plagued with illiteracy. 

Well-informed and up-to-date with social issues, 
the swami has clear perspectives on a wide range 
of issues - ranging from the ruinous debts of the 
Third World nations (which he wants to be abro-
gated), to cultural imperialism, to an appropriate 
developmental pattern, unsustainable over-con-
sumption by the rich, and of course, the need to 
make religion more people-friendly. Swami 
Agnivesh is a man of word and practice absolutely 
determined to achieve his goals. 

Arya Jeevan 
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"I have put untouchability in the 
forefront because... we can never 
reach swaraj, with the poison of un-
touchability corroding the Hindu part 
of the national body. Swaraj is a 
meaningless term if we desire to 
keep fifth of India under perpetual 
subjection, and deliberatley deny to 
them fruits of national culture..." 

[Collected Works of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, 

vol.23, pp.168, 173] 
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About untouchability, I have to 
say that it is not in keeping with the 
teaching of Veda and is foreign to 
the principles of the Hindu religion. 
But reforming this system does not 
mean that we should begin 
interdining and intermarrying. 

[Collected Works of Ma-
hatnza Gandhi, Vol.23, page 168] 
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"Whilst therefore in places, 
where the prejudice against the un-
touchables is still strong, separate 
schools and separate wells must be 
maintained out of congress funds, 
every effort should be made to draw 
such children to national schools and 
to persuade the people to allow the 
untouchables to use the common 
wells" 
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By 6.30 in the evening everything was normal for him. In a packed auditorium of India Inter-
national Centre, the book "Applied Spirituality" was released followed by a lively discussion 
by eminent journalist, author and politician Arun Shouri, accomplished educator and Chris-
tian theologian Revd. Valson Thampu, ( present principal of St. Stephen's College) and mod-
erated by famous academician and writer MadhuKishwar. Question & Answer session fol-
lowed till 9 PM The debate was very illuminating. 

The historic march from Delhi to Deorala in Rajasthan against the sati immolation of a 
young widow of 17 years, which led to the Sati Prevention Act 1987 and the Supreme Court's 
landmark judgement in 1983 on a PIL filed by Bandhua Mukti Morcha on the plight of stone 
quarry workers in Haryana that all labourers who are denied minimum wages are to be pre-
sumed bonded labourers were mile stones in the social reforms mission undertaken by Swami 
Agnivesh and virtually became the focal points for all speakers. 

Swami ji amused the audience by narrating an incident how he presented a copy of Swami 
Dayanand's Sathyarth Prakash to the late King Abdulla of Saudi Arabia in Madrid (Spain) in 
2008. Similarly his enunciation of ONE GOD concept of the Vedas in Isphahan (Iran) in the 
aftermath of Prophet Mohammed's cartoon published in Denmark in 2009. The Ayatullah's in 
Iran insisted that Swami Agnivesh extended his stay for two more days to educate the educa-
tors in the famous madrassas in Qum. 
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