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Glimpses of thhe Rig Vveda

Hymn to Death-11

"O performers of sacred work, may you
proceed forward, effacing the footsteps of
death and prolonging the span of your useful
life. May you be diligent in your dedication
every moment; may you enrich yourself with
progeny and affluence".

This is the second verse of the hymn. Though
styled as hymn to death, the main theme is of
longevity beginning with a threat to death. He
has to depart to a distance and be away from
active and energetic life. One dares not put his
feet on the sacred pot of a sacrificial fire; so also
death has no guts to attack a saintly person. It is
the behaviour against the principles of morality
and breaking of God's laws that is subdued by
the fear of death. The one without divine
qualities is as good as dead.

Surely, death connot be wiped out from the
scheme of life but to the sinful, the fear of
death threatens every moment. None can deny
the existence of the biological death, but
dying emotionally every moment is not worth
living. Even in old age, one should have the
zest and will-power to live a useful and
meaningful life.

TN T8 AN Aed JTH ST TR QHMI: |
SAFAEMET: TSl o9 gEl: gd vad
afFamE: | 1(Rv.x.18.2)

Mrtyoh padam yopayanto yad aita draghiya
ayuh prataram dadhanah.

apyayamanah prajaya dhanena suddhah puta
bhabata yajniyasah..

Death Comes to all, rich or poor.

"Lord has not assigned hunger as the cause of
death; since death comes to them who have
been eating well", says the verse.

It is not true that only a hungry man faces
death. Wealthy persons also die owing th their
excessive eating, mental stress and often fall
victims to theft and robbery. They lament for
their lost wealth and thus lead a miserable life
due to constant mental stress.

One who is born is sure to die. Wealth, if any,
remaisn with the possessor till his death. the
wise utilise their acquisition to alleviate the
misery of others. There is no instance to see
that a person becomes poor because of his
doing charity in life. On the other hand, men
flourish through benevolent deeds like
providing relief to the needy and the poor.
Others with extravagance ruin themselves.
Misuse of wealth leads to bankruptcy and
mental distress.

A person with no mercy and charity does not
enjoy peace and joy in life. He ensures no
contentment for his future life. He does not do
justice to his own life, let alone doing good to
others. Even a beggar does not look at a
miser's dwelling for help. He who eats alone,
verily, eats nothinbut commits a sin. He finds
no consoler in life nor any peace or joy.

A 91 3 341 gufgy Igeameaad Testa god: |

S P L A 1 < 2 5 o e O
fo=a11(Rv.x.117.1)

Na va u devah ksudham id vadham dadur
utasitam upa gachhanti mrtyavah.

uto rayih prnato nopa dasyaty utaprnan

qQIeh wEIT

marditaram na vindate..
The Saint

Asaint is not a heavenly being. He is born and
brought up on earth with a human body in
which he impregnates virtue and vigour by his
enlightenment. He is never deterred by any
worldly allurement or ambition.

The verse says,"A saint is he who is the epitome
of cosmic sacrifice. He conjoins his movements
with the Universal spirit. He lives for the life of
others. He is the trustworthy companion of the
virtuous, the firm protector of the weak and the
benevolent well-wisher of all beings. Like an
adept rider, he moves swiftly as the mind to
invigorate the environments and the peopleall
around him. He enriches himself through labour
and penance. Supported by truth and
righteousness, he movesahead with excellence in
all fronts. When he breathess his last, he leabves
the ephemeral body with a blissful smile".

Such a mortal is not limited to a sect, a
community, a language or a land. He shares
the delight as well as agony of the people
surroundinghim. He leads the ignorant, the
weak and the poor to their rightful place in
society. He feeds the hungry from his share.
He destroys evil everywhere. He frrds the
hungry from his share. He is the all-time
leader of all dedicated work.

TeATIETEEa I |
=9 1 @ wfEar foue aeaea: 1 1(Rv.X.26.5)
pratyardhir yajnanam asvahayo rathanam.

rsih sa yo manurhito viprasya yavayat
sakhah.. To Be Continued...
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