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-N.K.Chowdhry
The original home of the Aryans is historically a matter of great
controversy. There have been a number of researches of schol- :
ars from time to time, but there does not exist any unanimity in :
opinion.
The most important theory that continues to be taught in school
text books all over India is that the Aryans originally lived in
central Asia.
Max Mueller, in his "Lectures on the Science of ii
Languages"points out that the Indians, Greeks, Persians, Ro- :
mans and the Germans must have at some time lived together.
The Pitri and Matri in Sanskrit are the same as Pidar and Madar
in Persian, Father and Mother in English and Patar and Matar
in Latin. These are fundamental words of every day use in ;
families. They are not trade terms. The commonality suggests
that the ancestors of these people must have at some time
lived at some common place.
Before we critically examine Max Mueller's theory let us have
a look at some other theories.
A very interesting opinion came from Bal Gangadhar Tilak. :
According to his book, "The Arctic Home of the Aryans"he was
of the opinion that the original home of the Aryans was the i
Arctic region. The Vedas refer to days and nights lasting for
six months which are to be found only in the Arctic region. The
theory may seem strange to the modern mind but geologists
have proved that in prehistoric times this region had a conge-
nial climate. There is no conclusive evidence to suggest that :
Aryan civilization existed even as early as the pre-historic times
and as such not much credence is given to this theory.
Another theory to which no serious thought has been given by :
the historians is that the original home of the Aryans was the :
Sapt-Sindhu the basin of the rivers Jhelum , Chenab , Ravi, :
Beas, Sutlej, Saraswati and Indus . The theory is discounted :
since it mentions the most improbable that the land of :
Saptsindhu was completely cut off from southern India being
separated by a sea. Waves of Aryans migration advanced to
the west including Europe. :

]
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i sign which read 'Eine Vahan '(One Way Traffic). The German :
. Airlines is Lufthansa. (Akash ka Hansa). Vahan and Hansa are
i Sanskrit words. Adolph Hitler had Swastika as his sign. These
similarities do suggest
: some links between India and Germany. German scholars
have proposed that Germany is the original home of the Ary- :
i ans. The view is rejected on the grounds that in the prehistoric
: times and long after that the country was covered with for-
: ests. X
. Those who are for the Central Asia theory maintain that mi- :
X grants took two different routes. While one traveled East the i:
¥ other traveled West. ¥
.- That is why there are some common words or signs. :

i The Indian origin theorists maintain that this happened as some
. migrants may have moved out from India to Europe and Iran.
. Fire worship is common to India and Iran for that one reason. :
: The herb Som is popular in Afghanistan as a sedative . (The :
i weak link in this theory is that why would any group migrate
from fertile regions to less hospitable places.) E
There are convincing arguments to reinforce the theory that
: Aryans were natives of India and not migrants.
i Max Mueller's theory of Aryans as migrants from Central Asia
% is weak on a number of points X
. Itis mostimprobable that a superior civilization such as that of
: the Aryans could have been cradled in one of the most barren i
i tracts of land in Asia. It is beyond imaginations that immigrants :
% from Central Asia where food was scarce entered India through :
o the passes chanting Vedic hymns.
i Immigrants , when they go out and settle in any foreign land ,
i invariably carry with them their cultural traditions, their original
language , their festivals and their modes of worship . Anum-
i ber of cities in Canada where people from India have settled in
: large numbers have Restaurant sign boards in Gurumukhi. i
: Sikh citizens of Britain send out their Marriage invitations cards i:
. printed in Gurumukhi.
% Dewali is celebrated by the Indian settlers in Surinam while
the settlers in Mauritius continue worshipping the Banana tree. :
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We have of Chutney Music Bands from the Caribbean islands and
players like Ramdhan from West Indies. There are Bhandarnaiks
in Sri Lanka and Sukarno in Indonesia. All these examples estab-
lish that the present day population of these foreign countries had
their ancestors coming from India. On the other hand, as on today,
we do not have in India any custom or festival that may even re-
motely be connected to those prevalent in Central Asia.

Let us now have a look at literature. The Mughal invaders came
from the North Western regions . Urdu, the language that evolved
post their arrival in India, has mention of flora and fauna that relates
not to India but Persia and Arabia. Urdu poetry talks about the Bul-
bul (and not the not Koel). Gule lala and not the lotus is the simile in
Urdu poetry.

Sanskrit literature does not mention any bird or flower that grows in
Central Asia. There is absolutely no mention of any fauna or flora
that grows outside the geographical limits of ancient India. In case
the Aryans were immigrants from Central Asia, their literature must
have contained the birds, the flowers and the cultural traditions of
their original mother land

The Vedas were composed in India. The modern structure of India
society and religious beliefs is directly traceable to the Vedic insti-
tutions Neither in the Vedas nor in other Sanskrit literature do we
find any tradition that refers to the immigration of the Aryans into
India from outside . The word Arya means persons of good family
(elite). It would be illogical to associate it with immigration.

The world today has shrunk to the level of a global village. Indians
are migrating and settling in a number of foreign countries all over
the world. A few thousand years hence, Indian immigrants settled in
other parts of the world would probably be doing similar research
to explore whether they had their roots in India or were original resi-
dents of the country their ancestors chose to settle.
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OhAlmightly God! You are 'Indra’ the Master of all power and
possessions. Kindly endow us with knowledge and creative
vigour of senses. Be gracious. So that all riches of the world
may accrue to us. Oh Bestower of all wishes may our de-
sires come out to be true, by Your grace, thus may we enjoy
supreme bliss of Your company here and hereafter.
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