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Continue from last issue €= 1izmmnprses of thhe Rig Veda

The Truly Old

The common perception of an old man is
that he shakes involuntarily due to physical
weakness with a frail and fragile body. Here
the verse states, "The courageous, resolute and
benevolent counsellor among people who
does not swerve a step off the righteous path
due to censure or praise is truly old or wise.
He wards off his friends and disciples from sin
and unites them to perform beneficial acts."

According to the verse, young or old in age
who by his behaviour inspires a cruel man to
become a benevolent one; a wicked sinner to
a polite one, a hater to a lover, is truly old. He
encourages a coward to be courageous, a
fallen one to arise, an ignorant one to be
knowledgeable and a cruel one to be kind. His
virtuous acts and aptitude and not the long
length of years he lives, make him old or wise.
Although young in age, his glory shines upon
his surrounding. He earns and enjoys riches
through righteous means. He is the dispenser
of light to all who come in his contact. Free
from blemish, passion, anger and greed, he
stands as a beacon for mankind.

F 3777 WA @ J§T ST G |

377 Z5 379 gl FgaeT GewR 11 (Rv v.20.2)
Ye agne nerayanti te vrddha ugrasya savasah\
apa dveso apa hvaro anyavratasya sascire I1
The Three Divinities

"May the ever-glorious blissful motherland,
mother language and mother culture occupy
respectable place in our heart. May we adore

them in our performances and ceremonies."

Man owes gratitude to his land of birth, his
mother tongue and his rich cultural heritage.

Ila, Mahi and Saraswati-the triad often find
place in the reverential prayers of a devotee in
Vedic texts. These are loving and fascinating
words of the seers through which they inspire
the chanters to widen the horizon of their
wisdom, thoughts and deeds.

"May we offer homage to them through our
noble deeds. May the three Goddesses be with
us for our enlightenment. May we always
extol their divine virtues" - thus pray the
devotees in exhilarating and melodious tunes.

‘Worship of our divine land, language and
culture brings us wisdom and felicity, We
achieve our noble aspirations when we
dedicate ourselves to their well-being and
promotion. When they dominate over all our
performances, then only we enjoy the full
span of a happy life.

g TRt HEl fad qaHaryd: |

e Hia=arge: 1 1 (Rv. 1. 13.9)
lla sarasvati mahi tisro devir mayobhubah/
Barhih sidantv asridhah IT

The Husband and wife

"T accept your hand for good fortune and I
Wish and pray you attain old age with me as
your husband. Our Lord of grace, cosmic
orders, creation and wisdom, have given you

to me that I may be the master of a
household."

"May you both abide here together," says

the priest. " May you never be separated, may
you live together all your life sporting with
sons, grandsons, grand children and rejoice in
your own home."

"O bride, may you never look upon your
husband wih an evil eye and never be hostile
to him. Be tender to animals and may you ever
be amiable and cheerful. Be the mother of
brave children. Loving to the divine powers,
be the bestower of happiness, and bring
prosperity to our bipeds and quadrupeds."
TG T TS 857 AT I SRy |
I STAET Tl JR-Hel @RI T qarl |
(Rv. x. 85.36)

589 W A1 7 4re favamgefeqay | Fiwl
JEAFGlmEearEr & 7@ 11 (Rv. x. 85.42)
STIRFRINTEATY 37aT T+ GHAT: Gai: |
FRGGTHAT T I A 9F 598 I ageIe /|
(Rv. x. 85.44)

Grbhnami te saubhagatvaya hastam maya
patya jaradastir yathasah 1

bhago aryama savita puramdhir mahyam
tvadur garhapatyaya devah I1

Thaiva stam ma vi yaustam visvam ayur vy
asnutam |

krilantau putrair naptrbhir modamanau sve
grhe Il
Aghoracksur apatighny edhi siva pasubhyah
sumanah suvarcha 1
Virasur devakama syona sam no bhaba
dvipade sam catuspade I1
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