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Glimpses of thhe Rig Vveda

The Ruler

The people of the land address their ruler,
“You are the guardian of people; the
destroyer of evil forces. You are the
sustainer of the land. Let no evil spirit
torment our mind. May you drive away
poverty and hunger far beyond a pasture-
measure. May you be strong enough to give
us all protection. May both of your hands
hold the weapons of justice and shower
happiness on us.”

The ruler should be ‘Agni’, the leader in
front. He should be *Vasu’ the provider of
shelter to each and every individual on the
land. His foremost duty is to protect the
land from foreign invasion and alien
culture. He should guard every person from
all kinds of disease, poverty and injustice.

‘Like mothers crying for their children,
like milch cows saving their milk for their
calves and like roaring streams rushing
towards the main river, you march, O ruler,
to bestow peace and happiness on your
men,” says s succeeding verse. The ruler
lives amidst his people to share their
happiness and misery. He reflects their
aspiration and stands as an all time ideal for
them. The true ruler is secular, liberal and
txtremely generous.

a7 T T&7 37 FeNTgUaEl °T AGAIGHITH |
REREY gaaa 4@y ERkad: 1)
(Rw.viii.60.20)

Ma no raksa a vesid aghrnivaso ma yatur
yatumavatam |

parogavyuty aniram apa ksdham agne
sedha raksasvinah Il

Evils of Polygamy

"My ribs are torturing me from all sides
like rival co-Wives, or like the roats
gnawing at the weaver's thread. My | know
the reason of this. O earth and heaven ? "-
Likewise laments a worldly man deeply
indulged in sensual pleasure. He narrates
his agony for marrying more than one wife.
His worries and sorrows know no bounds.
He repents for his weak moments in life
when he fell a prey to sexual Impulses. The
verse speaks of the misfortune of a husband
indulging in such wvulgar luxury like
polygamy.

Co-wives envy each other competing to
earn the favour of their husband. There is
not a single day when they do not quarrel
with each other. The poor husband thus
leads a very miserable life listening to the
complaints and counter complaints of his
wives. Some of them drag him to the road.
He, eventually, becomes a laughing stock in
the society. The brunt of the violent action
and dispute of the wives becomes
unbearable for him. The wretched man
repents, but by then he has ruined his life.
His house becomes a hell for him. To
discharge the various duties along with a
virtuous wife may be difficult for a man
sometimes. But to satiate the desires of a
number of wives is the worst sort of tragedy.

T {1 qUAid: TOea g3id: |

o 7 feree SRl we: Wiar 9 e fad |
= g€ 11 (Rv.] 105.8)

Sam ma tapanty abhitah sapatnir iva
parsavah! muso na sisna vyadanty madhyah
stotaram te satakrato vittam me asyo
radasi!!

Swearing in Ceremony of the Ruler

" I have consecrated you"; come amongst
us, be steady and unvacillating; may all
your subjects wish you well. may you
always continue to be guardian of the land,
O dutiful ruler! remain firm as a mountain,
stand and shine like the bright sun. May the
Supreme Lord, delighted by your service to
people, dearly establish you. May he bless
you with divine words as are bestowed by
the royal priest in the coronation
ceremony".

"Let all wish for you always". These
words in the verse are significant. "You
remain in the seat so long as the people with
or otherwise cacate it. Let the land be safe
and secure under your administration”.

The Vedic doctrine of administration of a
state is in concordance of the law of justice
of the divine Lord. Many verses in the
Vedas address God as father and ruler. For
the ruler of the Land, the Merciful and just
Lord should be the divine Guide. "Just as
the resplendent sun, the divine creation of
the Lord, spreads His authority by
spereading light and life, so you become, O
ruler, Be glorious, Renowed and eminent",
says another verse.

ST ERTHH=RIY Yafarsaiorarard: |

foreTecan wel aree= W1 @R Ay R |
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A tvaharsam antar edhi dhruvas
tisthavicacalih! visas tva sarva vanchantu
ma tvad rastram adhi bhrasat!! lhaivaidhi
mapa cyosthah parvata ivavicacalih

indra eveha dhruras tistheha rastram u
dharaya
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