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Glimpses of thhe RiIg V=Y =1 |

Drinking leads to the path of ruin.

When addicted to drinking, man loses his
ﬁower of discrimination. At the spur of a moment,
e commits undesirable acts even before his
children and familﬁ_members. When asked, he
often forgets to tell his own name and address. He
abuses innocent persons walking on the road.

It is seen that animals quarrel amon
themselves with some purpose. But a drunkar
fights with nonsense arguments with no reason or
rhyme. He invites quarrel. His misfortune is that
he does not feel any shame or fear while
performing foolish actions. Gradually, his vital
organs lack in strength.

The verse says, "The drunken lies naked like
animals. His face becomes disfigured, speech
disorderly and movement faulty. He cries aloud
and disturbs the sleep of the family members at
night. No one accepts him as his near one or friend.
People taunt his wife and his children. His parets
always express deep grief, anger and sorrow."

‘Bad company leads to several vices like
drinking. Drmkm? isasin. The Irunken is a sinner
to himself as well as to his family and society.
Man ' s Individual and social life are shattered
when he takes to this vice. Vedic verses, therefore,
emphasize on good company.

7o dram geawd gHerEl 7 UEn |
e T w11 (RV.VIIL.2.12)

Hrtsu pitaso yudhyante durmadaso na
surayam.

udhar na nagna jarante..

The Internal Enemies

The internal enemies are more dangerous
than the external ones. Six powerful adversaries
of man are lust, anger, greed, attachment, pride
and envy. They endanger the human life every
moment. In metaphor, these evil traits have
been symbolised as the degraded lives of birds
and beasts.

The owl loves darkness and gets restless in
light. Likewise, man when he becomes a victim
of attachment, disregards truth and knowledge.
Due to attachments, he becomes annoyes with
the things not dear to him. This results in anger.
The sheep has been described as a symbol of
anger. The dog is the symbol of jealousy.

The desire of lust turns man blind and deaf.
The swan is the symbol of lust. Man becomes
proud of his wealth, youth, power and beauty.
The bird 'Garuda’ is the symbol of pride. Greed
has been symbolised as vulture.

O Lord of resplendence may you cause
affliction to the fiendish garb of all my
charming vices of the owl, sheep, swan, dog,
Garuda and vulture. Slay such a demoniac evil
by the stroke of your stones.

- . - En%_ : |
GG AT R W T I T |
Ulukayatum susulukayatum jahi svayatum

uta kokayatum.

suparnayatum uta grdhrayatum drsadeva pra
mrna raksa indra ..

The Three Bondages

"May You, O Venerable Lord, loosen the
bonds that hold us, loosen the three bonds the
upper, the lower and the middle one. Give us
strength to obey your eternal laws to faithfully
follow your command and thereby avoid sin".

_The devout person, cherishing communion
with the Lord, makes a fervent prayer, O Most
Respondent, save me from the evils. Liberate me
from the three fetters'. The U}Eﬁermost knot is of
ignorance and false beliefs. This fastens man to
animalism and puts a firm brake to his faculty of
discrimination. The middle knd is one' s painful
feeling every moment caused by the
apprehension of danger or evil. Fear makes a
man coward and destroys his will power and
vigour. Last but not the least, is the lower
bondage which is sexual desire. Sex impulses
make a person almost blind. They put an end to
the power of discretion and discrimination.

O Lord, cutting asunder the three bonds, may
we lead unobstructed life. May our senses
R/cl)ssess restrainrt, morality and virtues. O

aster, remove our unréasonable beliefs,
undesirable fear and sensual craziness.

IGTH TG YHEASATE g HeAH s |
e TEErRE sfgad W
(Rv.1.24.15)

Ud uttamam varuna pasam
avadhamam vi madhyamam srathaya.

atha vayam aditya vrate tavanagaso aditaye
syama .. To Be Continued...
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