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BRI S limpses of the Rig VWeda

Signs of True Wealth

"O resplendent God, may You bless us with
that spiritual wealth which is everlasting and
which would lead us to victory and peace and
protect us from evil impuleses."

"Whereby, we, under your auspices, resolve
our internal conflicts and become messenger
of peae and prosperity."

Reason and means of acquisition of our
wealth should be fair and ideal. We build
house, procure clothing and food stuff to keep
ourselves safe and secure. But be cannot say
that our earnings are out of our own labour
without having he cooperation of others. Tose
who have put their head and hands with us in
our acquisition, surely, have their share in our
wealth, Alternatively wealth achieves power
and victory which often lead to pride and lust.
To win over them is the real conquest of
wealth. lastly, it may be remebbered that the
means we adopt to collect wealth should be
fair and honest because wealth acquired by
unfair means never brings us contentment and
peace.

T Wi I afEr w1 |

aftfsgdd w1 (Rv. 1.8.1)-

1 3 gftcgermn 1 331 Toamg |

i =redari 1 (Rv. 1.8.2)

Endra sanasim rayim sajitvanam sadasaham |
varsistham utaye bhara 11

Ni yena mustihatyaya ni vrtra runadhamahai
I

tvotaso ny arvata Il
Charity
The virtue of charity is eulogized in Vedic

texts: "Whatever you have donated and set
apart for public good, that will place out in the
world of bliss." (Yv. 18.64) "Multiply Your
hands to a hundred to collect and multiply the
hundred hands to a thousand to distribute.”
(Ath. v. 3.24.5).

Here a Rigvedic verse states: "Surely,
charity elevates a man to the divine, but all are
not worthy of being gifted to. The donor has to
distinguish between the deserving and the
undeserving ones. Those disabled ones, the
lame, the blind are to be given a helping hand.
Without support and kindness, it is exttremely
difficult for them to surevive. The second
category of people who deserve donations are
those who do never squander away the gifted
wealth. There is a group of people who after
using the gifted amount, donate the unspent
money to more needy persons. They deserve
help. Last but not the least, those selfless
workers who dedicate their time and energy
for the upliftment of education, health,
morality and spiritual values of the mass, do
also deserve carity."

But giving away money in selfish interest
or for gaining name and fame is not
considered true charity.

3 ey fy aifly Ffiar sage:

q 1 g o Seen asEnedE: 11 (Rv.111.8 .7)-

Ye vrknaso adhi ksami nimitaso yatasrucha I
te no vyantu varyam devatra ksetrasadhasah 11
The Evil of Gambling

"Other people caress the wife of him whose
wealth the potent dice have swallowed in
playing mischief tricks. His mother, father,
brothers, all declare:' We know him not, arrest

him and take him with you."

A gambler plays games of chance ofr
making easy money. He undertakes great risks
of loss and chance of profit. The mysterious
dice are dear to him as the taste of exhilarating
herbs grown on muntains. His desire to earn
without toil ultimately ruins him. Sometimes
he expresses regret: "I am an old horse.
Nobody takes care of me. | am a torn cloth.
None needs it. Neighbours make fun of my
wife and childeren. My mother mourns for me
as | wande homeless sunk deeply in devt."

The gamester, however, suffers from regret
when he sees the happy wife, children and
well ordered home of others. But in the
afternoon, he gets on the town-steeds to repent
hhis ?_ct and at night, the sinner lies down near
the fire.

Each time he asks for himself: 'Shall 1 by
lucky this time?"

The dice increase his passinon for play and
he continues to practise the art of gambling,
staking his money against his rival
participants. The wife of a gambler is verily
like a helpless widow. He himself lies isolated
as gambler is verily like a helpless widow. He
Eimself lies isolated as an island in his own

ouse.

3T T 9R IRIOe] g arsae: |

faa W TR TR SWEE TEd SgEad |
(Rv.x.34.4)-

Anye jayam pari mrsanty asya yasya grdhad
vedane vajy aksah |
pita mata bhratara enam ahur ta janimo nayata

baddham etam 11 To Be Continued...
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