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O The luminous Lord ! protect us from
sins and evil deeds, save us from distress.
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Glimpses of thhe Rig VWveda

Right living-the True Wealth of Life

"Ye men, you earn all other wealth within the
span of your life-wealth. You can, by efforts,
regain the lost riches and power, but never get
back the part of life you have spent. May every
moment of your life be a step upwards to reach
the height of bliss."

"Ye men, | Draw a life-map for you. Surely a
mortal is not to live for ever, but he possesses
ability to live with spirit and vigour. May your
desire for material wealth and enjoyments be
well-regulated by righteousness. May your
efforts centre round the liberation of your soul."

'Ye men, may you live a hundred autumns
purposefully and actively engaged in your
duties. May you be protected from malignant
adversaries coming from behind, from above
and from below and from all directions. Free
from sin, may your life be ling and delightful. A
laggard is dead while living. Keep, therefore,
away from the signs of death. May you never
fall a victim to immature deatha. May your
death be hidden behind the wedge."

30 o afikfy genf fei F Teur erefia |

@ Strarg ¥RE: TEaan e gu gaad |1 (Rv.x.18.4)
Imam Jivebhayah paridhim dadhami masam nu
gad aparo artham etam.

satam Jivantu saradah purucirantar mrtyum
dadhatam parvatena..

Cross the river of life with courage and good
company.

The world is like a torrential

stream of

mountainous region where its bed is stony and
steep. The velocity of water is enormous. It is
always perilous for a lone traveller to cross over
the stream. When he carries heavy luggage, it is
all the more difficult and risky. In such a
situation, a few co-travellers join together hand
in hand walking cautiously on the slippery
river-bed taking with them the bare minimum
luggage. Likewise is the life of a mortal full of
challenges.

Says the verse, "Ye men, be alert, rise up, keep
good company to carry on your duties.
Remember, the worldly life is crooked. Shun
the burden of excitements like greed, lust and
other impulses in your passage of life."

The vedic verse is reflected in Upanishadic texts
as follows: 'Arise, awake and learn by
approaching the enlightened ones. The wise
ones describe that path to be as impassable as a
rozor's edge, wich when sharpened, is difficult
to tread on' (Katha Upanishad 1.3.14)

TR I W YeAgfased W avdl Te: |

O SeM ¥ ereREn: Rereegwty ae | (Rv.
x.53.8)

Asmanvati riyate sam rabhadhvam uttisthata
pra tarata sakhayah.

atra jahama ye asann asevah sivan vayam
uttaremabhi vajan..

I will not incur loan and be in debt.

"l have reached this stage of life through the
help and sympathy of many people. So | am
indebted to them. My duty is to repay that debt

in life. 1 will not enjoy the wealth earned by the
labour of others. If | accept the hospitality of
some one, | will express my gratitude and good
wishes to him. If some one looks to me
smilingly, | will offer my gratefulness to him."

"l will serve my parents with my body, mind
and wealth and repay their debt. I will pay
necessary taxes to the state treasury and will be
free from the debt of the state. To the elders, |
will be hospitable; to my colleagues 1 will be
affectionate; to the juniors | will be protective
and impart education."”

The verse exhorts man not to enjoy delicious
dishes by incurring loan. It is the ungrateful
ones who do not confess the loans taken by
them. Falsely they declare themselves as
bankrupt and take shelter of the court.

'O Lord, may | neve have such evil idea in my
mind during my life time' says the verse.

The person habitually incurring loan canot
distinguish day and night due to the heavy
burden on his head. He passes sleepless nights
thinking only of the loans made by him. Even in
the divine moment of the early dawn. the
thought of loan keeps on tormenting him.

T HON FERY TRl HE TSi=ehad HIsi |

ST T YIRS o A Staeen arg wmiE (Rv.
11.28.9)

Para rna savir adha matkrtani maham rajann
anykrtena bhojam.

avyusta in nu bhuyasir usasa a no jivam varuna
tasu sadhi.. To Be Continued...
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