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Artists who have opposed Award Wapsee: 
1. Prasoon Joshi — Lyricist and adman Joshi 
attacked the award returnees saying 
he was feeling uncomfortable about 
the political dimension that the 
protest had acquired and that a 
writer "should not be jumping 
and jousting". 
He also said, "It will be more 
dignified if a litterateur 
expresses herself through her creation" 
2. Savita Raj Hiremath — Hiremath is the 
producer of Dibakar Bannerjee's debut film 
Khosla ka Ghosla. Bannerjee had chose to 
return the National Award this film had won. 
Hiremath, has now come out and slammed 
Bannerjee, saying he was desperate for media 
attention. 
She further said that Bannerjee had no right to 
return the award without speaking to her, since it 
is given for the film that includes everyone 
actors, producer. 

He also said there are various other methods to 
protest against an incident. 
He also said that returning awards is in fact 
sending a wrong message and that its a wrong 
trend. 
He also said that the award returnees are 
spoiling the country's image and he is deeply 
hurt by it. 
4. Madhur Bhandarkar — National Award 
winning film maker Madhur Bhandarka 
also opposed the charade of Award 
Returns. 
He said that returning an award is 
not only an insult to the honour 
but to one's craft as well. 
He also wondered whether the 
people who are returning their 
awards now, will accept any 
honors for their work from the 
current Government. 
He also attacked the returnees for "selective 
activism": 
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She further said: 
"But there are other ways to protest too. It is 
very clear that he is trying to get media space for 
his film which has just released. He is 
desperate" 
She also opined he did not return the award he 
received for his film `Oye Lucky Lucky Oye' 
because it was a Disney film and he wouldn't 
take a risk with someone as big as Disney. 
3. Pandit Hari Prasad Chaurasiya —Multiple 

Padma Awardee, Pt Chaurasiya has 
also attacked the Award returnee 
brigade. 
He called the entire award returning 
episode, a "political game". 

He said he has no idea why artists are 
doing such a thing (returning 

awards) because an award is 
given by a Government, not a 
party. 

There cannot be cherry picking on any issue. 
This is selective target, activism. You cannot 
react to only those things which suit you. 
There was no outrage when Salman Rushdie 
was not allowed for the literary fest, when 
Taslima Nasreen was facing backlash, when 
Kamal Hasaan's movie ran into trouble. 
5. Vidya Balan — Balan who received her 
National Award for "The Dirty Picture" also 
refused the Award Returnee brigade. She said: 
"This honour (the award) is by the nation and 
not the Government. So I do not want to return 
it, 91 

6. Vivek Agnihotri — Agnihotri, who is the 
director of the Award winning film "Buddha in a 
Traffic Jam" came down hard on the Award 
returning business. He said: 
"India is the first and the only country where 
people don't refuse awards but return awards 
after milking them to their advantage," 
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7. Anupam Kher — Senior 
actor and husband of BJP MP 
Kirron Kher has also time 
and again slammed the 
returning of awards. 
He said:"This is politically 
motivated, it's not like 
violent incidents are 
happening in nation for 
the first time. I think this is mostly to discredit 
the PM. If they want to return why not return 
everything?" 
8. S L Bhyrappa — Eminent Kannada writer & 
Sahitya Academy awardee SL Bhyrappa called 
it a "publicity stunt" and said that the time has 
come to distinguish between "political 
litterateurs" and "pure litterateurs". 
He said: 
"It is a ploy to destroy the democratic fabric of 
the country and the functioning of the Sahitya 
Academy, which is an autonomous body. I 
condemn Kalburgi's killing and the Dadri 
lynching. But what does the Modi government 
have to do with these incidents? Dadri is in Uttar 
Pardesh where Samajwadi Party is in power. 
Kalburgi's killing took place in Karnataka, 
which is under Congress rule. There is a 
political agenda behind what writers are doing 
which needs to be examined and publicly 
discussed 
9. Shyam Benegal — Multiple Padma awardee 
Shyam Benegal too criticized the returning of 

awards saying that the 
National award is given to 
individuals by the nation, 
by the state, not by the 
government. 
He also said: 
Returning national award is 
not the only way, it doesn't 
make any sense; there are 
many ways that you can 
protest. 

He also said that by returning the awards, they 
are disrespecting the National Award. 
10. Anup Jalota — Veteran artist Anup Jalota 
said that the trend of returning National and 
Academy Awards was an "insult" to the nation. 
He said that instead, the community could sit 

together and meet the President of the country in 
order to express their protest to ease the 
situation. 
11. Manish Mundra — Mundra is the producer 
of award winning films like Masaan and 
`Aankhon Dekhi' and has also acted in a few 
films. Mundra hit out at the "sickulars" 
slamming them for their hypocrisy. In a tweet he 
said: 
"Ok what is excessive intolerance sickulars are 
talking of? That those who never chose to speak, 
now are voicing against pseudo secularism!" 
Besides being a producer, Mundra is also the 
CEO of pharmaceutical company. He also 
expressed his anger"when India is suddenly 
portrayed as place worse than Saudi Arabia or 
governed by people worse than ISIS."and called 
it a "a trap" 
12. Pt Chetan Joshi — Flautist Pt Chetan Joshi, 
has said: "We have been artists for several years 
now and suddenly there is a fistful of people 
who are saying that there is no freedom in the 
country , but we don't see or feel any such thing 
on the ground." 
He will be part of the "Jawab Do"counter 
movement. 
13. Daya Prakash Sinha — Play right Daya 
Prakash Sinha has also attacked the Award 
returnees. While lending support to the "Jawab 
Do" campaign, he said "Where were these 
people when Kashmiri Hindus were being 
thrown out of their homes, during the 
Emergency or the anti-Sikh riots? This is 
selective sensitivity that is mostly against PM 
Modi, just to malign him and deliberately 
tarnish his international reputation," 
14. Amish Tripathi — Celebrated author Amish 
Tripathi broke ranks and attacked the 
Award Wapsee brigade. He said the 
authors received awards from a 
society and not the government and 
by returning these awards, they 
have insulted the society. 
He further added that the data does 
not support the claims made: 
"The authors received awards 
recognition, or money from the 
Indian society and not from 
Indian government. So far as 
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the matter of returning awards are concerned, 
data says, 1.25 billion people living in the 
country are not communal". 
15. Gopaldas Neeraj — Multiple Padma 
Awardee and veteran poet 
Gopaldas Saxena Neeraj' 
accused the Award 
Returnees of playing 
politics against Narendra 
Modi. He further alleged that 
all this people had received 
awards during the 
Congress rule and 
now the Congress it self was making them 
return the same. 
16. Chidananda Murthy — Sahitya Academy 
Awardee and Kannada writer, researcher and 
historian Murthy also slammed the returning of 
awards. He said that such tactics do not serve 
any purpose 
"It is the responsibility of the investigation 
agencies to apprehend the killers of MM 
Kalburgi and other rationalists. It is not correct 
to put pressure on the State and the probe 
agencies. Such pressure tactics do not serve any 
purpose," 
17. Patil Puttappa — Writer and veteran 
journalist ridiculed writers who were returnng 
awards. In a release, he said that Kalburgi's 
murder was highly condemnable but the 
reaction of the litterateurs in returning the 
awards was not justifiable. He asked why 
writers were mute when hundreds of farmers 
committed suicide in the State and incidents of 
rampant corruption, sexual assaults and 
atrocities were being reported from various 
parts of the country on a regular basis. 
18. Ashok Chakradhar — Renowned Hindi 

poet and author Ashok Chakradhar has 
hit out at those returning Sahitya 

Academy awards to protest against 
alleged rising intolerance in the 
country. 
In a Facebook post, especially 
aimed at his colleague and one of 
the award returnees Munawwar 
Rana, Mr. Chakradhar has 

questioned the wisdom of those 
who are taking this route to protest 

against the claimed issues of intolerance 

and free speech. 
Chakradhar suspects that there was mix of 
political and communal pressure on Rana, 
which forced him to go back on his own 
conviction and return his Sahitya Academy 
award. 
In his post, Chakradhar claims that minds of 
Muslims have been poisoned into believing that 
they are not safe in India, and this aspect might 
have forced Rana to return the award. 
Chakradhar also indirectly blames the media for 
exaggerating events and creating an atmosphere 
of fear in the country. 
He says that poets and writers should make 
common people aware of this 'game of TRP'. 
Scientists who have opposed Award Wapsee: 
1. Bikash Sinha — Mr Sinha, who is a Padma 
Bhushan awardee and a Physicist 
has said that returning awards in 
such a manner is "an insult to the 
country". He further said that 
such a charade of returning 
awards will not solve the 
problem. Instead, he said the 
awardees should show their 
protest in some other form and 
attack the source of the problem. 
2. G Madhavan Nair — Former chairman of 
ISRO and Padma Bhushan awardee G 
Madhavan Nair, hastermed the Award-Wapsee 
routine a mere "show". He said that awards are 
mostly given to people for their life-time 
achievements and "you cannot belittle that (by 
returning them). The individuals should be 
proud that the nation has honored them and that 
(award) stays with them until they leave this 
world." He slammed the behaviors of scientists 
and writers saying 
"Matured people like scientists and writers 
should not react like this; they should respond 
constructively. We have to be pro-active and 
take corrective action rather that making 
such....I will say it's only a show" 
He said that a few incidents can happen in a 
large country like India, and for the Government 
cannot be held responsible for the same. When 
asked about the timing of the protests, he said: 
"There could be some political agenda (in 
returning the awards). It cannot be ruled out. 
There are always some people following some 
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philosophy or the other. There could be some 
political motives also behind that," 
He said the issue was being "over-hyped" and 
"because of the large publicity through 
electronic media and also through social media" 
it is spreading like wild fire. 
He further said that such action "only creates 
news for one day" and serves no purpose, and 
instead of this, people should talk to the 
"concerned people", convince them and bring 
them back to "normal stream". 
3. Harish Chandra Verma — Prof HC Verma, 

an Indian experimental physicist and 
professor in the Department of 
Physics at IIT Kanpur passed a 
terse remark hinted at the Award 
Wapsee gang. 

In a facebook post he said, a few 
years ago he had received an award 

from IIT Delhi, and that 
sometimes he wondered 
whether he too would 

counted among "eminent intellectuals" if he 
returned the said award. 
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Al-#17 	urn 
"Swami Dayanand derived his nationalist ideas 
by originality of his own understanding of Indian 
culture and without any direct influence of 
Western thought" 

"According to modern thought a 
nation is people that is conscious of its historical 
identity, its culture uniqueness, its common 
language, its common territory and its claim to 
self rule, Swami Dayanand's conception of 
nationalism and policy meet all these 
requirement" 
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3-1. IRA MIff IfiTt,r) 

Swami Dayananda, the great founder of the 
Arya Samaj, occupies a unique position in the 
history of political ideas of modern India. He 
did not know English language nor did he care 
to draw inspiration from the political 
philosophers of the West. When the educated 
young men of India ware slavishly copying the 
superficial aspects of European civilizations 
and were making agitation for transplanting the 
political institution of England in Indian soil 
without paying any head to the genius and 
culture of the Indian people, Swami Dayananda 
boldly hurled India's defiance against the social, 
cultural and political domination of the West.' 
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