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Continue from last issue
Hymn to the Earth-1

The whole of the first hymn with 63 verses of
Chapter XII of Atharva-veda is known as the
hymn to the Earth (Prthivi Sukta). It describes
Earth as our benefactress. Man from the dawn of
Creation has his social and cultural roots
grounded on the Earth with which he associates
himself from his very birth. He gives honour and
glory to the mountains and the lakes, the rivers
and the forests amongst which he has grown up
in life. The concept of 'Earth the mother'
originally occuring in the Vedas, later reminded
man of sentimental feeling towards the mother
land. The first and the last verses of the hyman

are stated below:

"Great truth, formidable

o A
(Av.XI1.1.1)

Satyam bruhadrtamugram diksha tapo brahma

yajnah prthivim dharayanti.

sa no bhutasya bhavyasya patnyurum lokam

prthivi nah krnotu..

A At f w1 s gufaftsan |

wferer e 3 for 7 Afe w11 (AV.X11.1.63)

Bhume matarni  dhehi

supratisthitam.

ma

righteousness,
devotedness, perseverance, determination to be
great and willingness to sacrifice one's
individual interest for social good-these are the
virtues of the people who sustain the Earth."

"O Mother Earth, do you kindly set me down
well established, in concord with heaven; O
sage, do you set me in fortune and prosperity."
e Jeqay <rel U1 g=t I gredt urat |

T I UogE A gt | g/ung i
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Glimpses of the Atharva Veda

Samvidana diva kave sriyam mam dhehi

bhutyam..

-Priyavrata Das

Vaisvanaram bibhrati bhumiragnimindra rsabha

dravino no dadhatu..

Hymn to the Earth-1I

first drinking.”

wealth?”

“On whom the ocean and the river, the waters
and the lakes, on whom grains and food came
into being, on whom appeared all that breathe,
and the things that stir, let that Earth set us in

“The all bearing, fast holding, firm standing,
gold embedded reposer of moving things,
bearing the Universal fire, let that Earth, whose
master is the resplendent Lord assign us

“What is your middle, O Earth and what is your
navel, what refreshments arise out of your body,
in them do you set us by purifying us? The Earth
is the mother and | am her son. The cloud that
drenches the Earth with rain is my father.”

Ta nah prajah sam duhlatam samagra vaco

madhu prthivi dhehi mahyam..

Hymn to the Earth-I111

“Let the Earth, bearing in various places people
of divergent speech, of diverse customs

according to their localities, yield me a thousand

streams of wealth as the cow yielding milk
stands steady and unresisting while milching.”

“Let the Earth, tranquil, fragrant, pleasant with
sweet drink in her udder and rich in milk call

unto us overflowing with milk as the cow calls

to calf.”

(Av.XI1.1.3)

yasyam samudra uta sindhurapo yasyamannam
krstayah sambabhubuh.

Yasyamidam jinvati pranadejatsa no bhumih

purvapeye dadhatu..

forvaiorn agert faser fevoaaen strr fae |
JvarR faydt  yfmfafeesaa gfanr St gemg

(Av.XI1.1.6)

a F: g | gEa wwq g my gfafs afe W

(Av.XI1.1.16)

bhadraya  Visvambhara

T YR 3 Ty e e Seyg: |
gentag feafa woesen A yfa: gENd 3ug

vasudhani

“O Mother Earth, do kindly set me down well
established, in concord with the divine bliss. O
preceptors, do show the path of prospetity.”

S fayt agen faared Teemt gitel aeemey |

g uRI SO B gal Yod STTaeRI=d | |
(Av.x11.1.45)
Janam bibhrati bahudha vivacasam

nanadharmanam prthivi yathaukasam.

sahasram dhara dravinasya me duham

dhruveva dhenuranapasphuranti..

pratistha

hiranyavakshya jagato nivesani.

TIf<Ten G : ST SIce! Toad |

gfmfy geig & gfeet v w1

(Av.x11.1.59)

Santiva surabhih syona kilaloghni payasvati.
bhumiradhi bravitu me prthivi payasa saha..

To Be Continue...
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