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LAW OF CAUSE AND EFFECT 
The basis for the laws of the nature and that of the Law of Karma is 
same, namely the Law of Causation. We all have implicit faith in the 
Law of Causation. There has to be a cause before every effect. Once 
we see it raining we are sure of the existence of the clouds. Though 
through the window I can see only the rains and not the clouds yet I 
am 100% sure about the existence of clouds too from seeing the 
rains. This is an event within the purview of the law of the nature. This 
relationship between the clouds and rains was seen several times by 
the human beings and then they were able to relate them in an invio-
lable manner. Now we can state with utmost certainly that if there is 
rains then there must be clouds up in the sky. The relationship is 
seen to be related by us, but is not caused by us. It is caused by 
God. We human beings are sure about its inviolability because we 
are certain about he inviolability of the laws that emanate from God. 
So is true with the Law of Karma that originates from Him. 
The rains and clouds are purely related to the phenomena taking place 
in the material world. Let us discuss something closer to us. Sup-
pose I begin to have an uneasy sensation in my abdomen. It causes 
pain to me. Soon I may want to visit a physician and he is likely to 
diagnose what could have gone wrong in my body system that too is 
made of matter. With his experience (that come from his knownledge 
of the cause and effect relationship between the foodstuffs and the 
painful sensations) he may be able to say that I might have eaten bad 
foodstuff that has led to the problem. This event can be seen from two 
perspectives. First, it can be seen as the law of the nature playing its 
role. Second, it can be seen as the Law of Karma playing its role. 
That is to say, when the particular Karma (the act of eating the par-
ticular substance) then the Law of Karma rewarded him with the pain 
in his abdomen. Since the origin of both the laws is same agency, the 
difference is in the semantics only. Both the laws (the law of the 
nature and the Law of Karma) find their applicability in the present 
case because the system of interest is the gross body of a human 
being-while the gross body is a material system only yet it is inhab-
ited by a conscious soul who decided to eat a particular thing out of 
the freedom enjoyed by it. 
Its easy to see that what we eat, drink and inhale would affect our 
gross body according to the chemistry of the laws of the nature. Also, 
the act of intake happens to be Karma, and therefore, the effects can 
be seen as due to the Law of Karma. Likewise, we can see the effects 
of whatever we do to our subtle body. The difference is that it be-
comes more apt to characterize them according to the Law of Karma 
rather than the laws of the nature because the subtle body consists of 
minute particles. For example, I have paid a bribe to public servant to 
obtain an out of turn favour. The act of paying a bribe does not seem to 
affect the body chemistry of mine or that of the public servant in a 
gross manner that we can easily capture in a laboratory. Thus, it's 
better to analyze the act as Karma-it's a cause. Its subsequent ef-
fects are to be seen as according to the Law of Karma. 
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The subtle body is made of matter though of minutest sub atomic particles. 
When I pay a bribe of this nature I have definitely gone through as elaborate 
decision making process. I consciously developed the strategy to which the 
Karma of paying the bribe is an integral part. The intellect and memory actively 
participated in the decision making pr 	ocess. The deCision making process 
itself gets stored in the memory actively participated in the decision making 
process. The decision making process itself gets stored in the memory. This is 
as if I have programmed my subtle body in so far as the particular external 
scenario is concerned that refers to the context and my desire to obtain the out-
of-turn favour. The programming of the subtle body could also be characterized 
as the conditioning of the Mind. Once the Karma is executed whether at the 
level of intention, speech or an act, the subtle body goes through the associated 
processes. That programming (or, conditioning of the Mind) is definitely the ef-
fect of the Karma and associated decision making process, and thus, can be 
considered as the effects thereof. These effects can be seen as the ones ac-
cording to the Law of Karma or the law of the nature that is applicable to the 
changes taking place in the subtle body that causes its programming/condition-
ing. This again is a matter of semantics only. But it can be appreciated that when 
the cause and effect pertain to the subtle body then we are more in the realm of 
the Law of Karma than in the laws of the nature. Thus, there can be three levels 
of causes and effect behaviour in the world. 

1. The events that are seen in the nature such as the rains from the clouds 
can be described according to the laws of the nature. These pertain to 
the material part of the world. 

2. The events taking place in our gross body, say after I have consumed 
something by way of eating, drinking and inhaling. The effects thereof 
can be viewed as that due to the laws of the nature because they ana-
lyze the effects of the material substances on the gross body that too is 
made of matter. Alternatively, the sequence of events can be described 
in accordance with the Law of Karma because consumption of the sub-
stances can be viewed as Karma-there is a conscious being that con-
sciously performed that Karma. Naturally, the person's subtle body (Mind) 
played its role too. 

3. The events where no gross material transfer by Way of chemistry takes 
place, such as my paying a bribe to a public servant. This is an exclu-
sive territory of the Law of Karma. 

The above shows the continuity prevalent in the world. While the events in the 
Level I are in the exclusive zone of the laws of the nature, the events in Level 3 
are in that of Law of Karma. The events in Level 2 can be described either way, or 
better to say, both the laws are playing their roles. If I eat a poisonous substance 
with the intention of committing suicide (supposing that it was an unsuccessful 
attempt!) them two things are required to be analyzed : a) the nature of the 
poisonous substance and its effects on the body chemistry where the laws of 
the nature are applicable, and b) what mind frame made me make this attempt 
where the phychology of my thought process will play a major role inviting the 
applicability of the Law of Karma. 
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Oh Almightly God, the Seer of all, the Donor of happiness to the 
learned men exists in his Beatific State even before the creation of 
universe. By His Grace may we see, hear, speak for hundred years, 
may we remain free from dependence on others for hundred years 
and again may we remain without dependence even beyond hun-
dred years. 
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