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Reminiscences of a soldier of the 
Indian National Army 

-B. D. Ukhul 
Shri Tek Ram was born in 1917 at village Karontha, 
District Rohtak, Haryana. After studying upto 7th class 
in his village, he passed Matric in 1938 from Jat 
School, Rohtak.His father's name was Chhelu Ram 
and mother's name Bhuri. He acquired working 
knowledge of English, Hindi, Urdu and studied Maths. 
Having passed Matric in 1938 at the age of 21 
years British Army held recruitment camp at Rohtak 
and out of 50 candidate only 5 were selected and 
Shri Tek Ram was one of them who then under- 
went training at Jhansi Training School for one year to join Meerut Risala 
No. 18. He recalls his schedule starting with Race at 6.00 A.M..,playing 
Football, Hockey, Volley ball etc.and other routines for about 2 years at 
Meerut Cantt. 
During the period 1941 he was part of Hundred Light Tank Sqadron at 
Singapore while fighting against Japan. In 1943-44 he was a prisoner of 
war under Japanese army. When Netaji appealed for joining Indian Na-
tional Army, he joined the INA by signing the papers with his blood by cut-
ting his vein. He also recalls Subhash Chandra Bose addressing the sol-
diers in Hindi on 2nd July, 1943. He remembers that on one occasion while 
Netaji was addressing the soldiers it started pouring heavily and Subhash 
was offered a cover over his head, but he denied it despite heavy down-
pour and all the soldiers also listened to him with apt attention all in the 
open. Netaji impressed on the soldiers that Britain was a small country was 
ruling a big country like India and we should be ashamed of it. He appealed 
the soldiers to stand solidly by him and offered to give a 3rd class ticket to 
all those who wished to go away.. He remembers to have listened Subhash's 
broadcasts frequently, because Subhash's headquarter was at Rangoon. 
After fall of Singapore in February 1942 Shri Tek Ram was imprisoned by 
the Japanese army and remained in Changi prison upto 1946. Shri Tek 
Ram conveyed that one Col. Prabhu Dayal of the I.N.A leaked intelligence 
to the Britishers and deserted INA but when he returned to his village Kheri 
in district Jhajjar, he was discarded by the villagers and he had to leave his 
village because he had deserted his INA unit and Subhash Chandra termed 
such acts as DHOKHA or deceipt to motherland i.e. India. 
After his release, Shri Tek Ram returned to his village in Haryana in 1946. 
He narrated about the struggle to get pension from our government and in 
1972 he started getting pension from Haryana government (Rs.25,000/-) 
and Rs.15,000/- from the Government of India.. Besides there is entitle-
ment for free travel etc. He is quite contented with his life and takes pride 
to have been part of the Azad Hind Fauj and speaks up the words of 
Subhash Bose with great pride and enthusiasm. After the death of his 
elder brother Surat Singh, he looked after his family and he is enjoying the 
evening of his life a contented man among his grandchildren and fellow old 
colleagues in his native place. 
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The face of truth is covered by a golden veil And that is why we 
do not see it. Oh Lord of light do away this veil to enable us to 
sea the truth in all its resplendence and purity. 
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