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WorldViews
Harvard project aimed at translating
ancient text sparks outrage among
Hindu right

By Annie Gowen March 2

Harvard Yard, old heart of Harvard University campus, in Cambridge, Mass., on Nov. 2,
2013. (Jannis WernarfiStock)

A group of Sanskrit scholars in India are calling for an American professor
working on a groundbreaking project on Indian classics at Harvard University
to be removed because of his “deep antipathy” to Indian ideals and culture,
according to a Change.org petition filed Saturday.

Columbia University Professor Sheldon Pollock, a respected Sanskrit scholar
and the author of "The Language of Gods in the World of Men: Sanskrit,
Culture, and Power in Premodern India,” is the editor of a $5 million project
by Harvard University Press to publish dozens of Indian classical texts with
English translations.

More than 132 professors from some of India's most prominent universities -
some of them from the Hindu right - have signed the petition, which calls for
Pollock’s removal as editor and "mentor” of the Murty Classical Library of
India series; the project is funded by a Harvard graduate Rohan Murty, the
son of Infosys co-founder Narayana Murty.

[Indian students called it free speech. The government called it sedition. ]

The petitioners argued that the work of translating the ancient texts should be
done in India and “not outsourced wholesale to American Ivy Leagues.”

Ramesh C. Bhardwaj, professor and head of the Department of Sanskrit at
Delhi University, said that the issue was an academic one, rather than
personal.

Pollock had associated himself with “Marxist” scholars in India, he said, and
his work does not “provide the true picture of Indian heritage.” Neither
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