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Continue from last issue :-

Two Births of Man

"The spiritual teacher, taking the
freshly admitted student in his
charge makes him an embryo
within; he bears him in his belly
three nights, all the divine entities
gather unto him to see him born".
The Vedas prescribe two births
among all beings for man: the first
from the mother and the second
and more significant from the
mother of learning. Man is born as
a being of instruction whereas the
other beings live on mere instinct
which is their natural tendency to
behave andto live in a certain way
without reasoning and training. The
second birth entities man to be
twice-born. He gains capacity to
earn the highest prize of liberation
through learning.

The new entrant called Brahm
achari is delightedly borne by the
teacher in his belly for three nights.
These three nights revealed in the
verse refer to the threefold igno-
rance of the student that encircle
him. The threefold knowledge im-
parted to him are : relation of God
to Soul, of God with Nature and of
Soul with Nature.

ST IUTIHEE! AT FHIA
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Glimpses of the Atharva Veda

Acarya upanayamano brahmcarinam
krnute garbhamantah.
tam ratristisram udare bibharti tam
jatam drastumabhisamyanti devabh..
The girl child blossoms into a
woman
"Beauty and softness at birth (the
Soma) accepts you as wife. As the
first husband, he then hands you
over to sweet voice (the Gandharva)
as your second husband. Then the
Gandharva gives you to the heat
of passion (the Agni) as your third
husband. Then it is given to me,
born out of human being for the
sake of bearing children and build-
ing prosperity.”
"l release you now from the fetters
of your parental home with which
the propitious creator Lord has at-
tached you by birth. O bride, plenty
of space is there for you to share
with me your husband."
"O propitious one, as augmenta-
tion of the household and as glad-
dening to the husband, as pleas-
ing to the father-in-law, and delight-
ing to the mother-i-law enter this
auspicious home."

Ml SEg-4ad THEt eee i | W =
PIRERR AT S | | (Av.xiv.2.4)

Somo dadad gandharvaya

putram cadadagniramahyamatho
imam..

Y 1 A S A e e
qfodr e | 3% @ik gIEs g
HUNYH G2 Heud 9 | |(Av.xiv.1.58)
Pra tva muncami varunasya
pasadyena tvabadhnatsavita
susevah.

urum lokam sugamatra pantham
kmomi tubhyam sahapatnai vadhu.
AT g RO gIar 9
TORE T0Y: |

T TS ¥ RIS | 1 (Av.xiva.26)

Sumangali pratarani grhanam
suseva patye svasuraya sambhuh.

syona svasrvaih pra
grhanviseman..
Women shall participate in
fire ritual

The wedded couple carry portion
of the sacrificial fire right from the
marriage altar. That represents the
new household they solemnly
promise to launch. henceforth,
each morning wife and husband,
they together kindle the sacred fire
which they consider as extra- or-
dinary guest of the household with
reverece.

The bride's father, in the marriage
ceremony declares with delight-"all

- Priyavrata Das

conversant with ceremonial rites.
They chant the sacred hymns with
deep devotion. | place them in the
hands of pious learned men. May
the resplendent Lord accept my
oblations."

Fire ritual forms a daily duty of the
househod which is a symbolic
dedication. The fragrant materials
offered to the sacred fire are mag-
nified in quantity and quality to be
spread out in all corners with no
bias and distinction. The mistress
of the household leads the rite
each day. Her daily routine begins
with the auspicious rity which in-
spires her duties of the day. The
Vedic texts extol women as a
scrificial fire that gives birth to vir-
tuous progeny.

R EAR IR BRI R RIS | I RIS K
Yo HEATH |

Ich1q eRfufer=nfa =t sefa=
TEETH galq a1 | 1(Av.vi.122.5)
Sudhhah puta yosito yajniya ema
brahmanam hastesu praprthak
sadayami.

Yatkama idamabhisincami vo
hamindro marutvansa dadatu
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