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Continue from last issue :-

The Hidden Fire
"The omnipresent fire lies hidden between the
two wooden sticks ready to be rubbed. When
kindled, this cryptic fire appears as an embryo
lovingly cared for in the body of a pregnant
woman. The fire divine must be praised highly
and exalted by the ever-vigilant men'.
No fire is produced without efforts. The divine
fire in form of the will to uplift the souls causes
the Creation. The celestial fire manufactures the
heavenly bodies. The earthly fire living in the
minds inspires the beings to act. Offsprings are
the product of a couple to raise an embryoin a
woman. Fire is the reason of any form or shape.
It is, therefore, regarded as most adorable in
the Vedic texts. The Creator and the primordial
matter, the preceptor and the disciple, the hus-
band and the wife, the heaven and the earth are
all producers in various spheres. Another verse
in the hymns says, 'Born out of eternal law and
satiated with oblation, O fire within, you have
been kindled for the sake of enriching wisdom.
May we proclaim the glory of the mystic fire
that is sovereign. May its gracious favour largely
grow and multiply for ever'.

STAeET T o GoIar MHUAT: |
feafea St SREf Sl TR— R | 1(Sv.79)
Aranyor nihito jataveda garbha ivet subhrto
garbhinibhih.
divediva idyo jagrvadbhir havismadbhir
manusyebhir agnih..

Lessons from the Elders

"May our elders, the divine self- luminaries and
offsprings of Mother Infinity, eradicate diseases

from us and drive away our crookedness. May
they ever keep us away from sin".
Describing the psychological aspect of educa-
tion, the verse maintains that man becomes
literate by reading books, and he becomes wise
by witnessing the lives of the experienced el-
ders. The purpose of education is the physical,
mental and intellectual development of boys and
girls. Father and mother give birth to children
and their home is the first school for learning.
The mother teaches them the mother-tongue
as well as good manners. They observe the
example of strength and valour from father.
Getting older, they go to the teachers and learn
several lessons of creation. In course of time,
they acquire the knowledge from the spiritual
teachers and the aged teachers. The verse calls
them 'Adityas’, who create the uninterrupted
tradition of living in society. They inculcate fine
qualities in the common people and set forth
the guide lines for physical, mental and intel-
lectual prowess.
The body becomes strong by paying due at-
tention to balanced food, regular exercise and
observance of celibacy. The mind becomes
steady and clean by following the truth in
thought and action.Conscientious thinking
makes the intellect pure and clean. The elders
who impart these three types of lessons are
known as 'Aditya’.
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- Priyavrata Das

Apamivamapa sridhamapa sedhata durmatim.
adityaso yuyotana no amhasabh..

Soul, the Impeller
A dead body's face looks distorted. As time
passes, the body starts decomposing. The
person who touches the body takes a bath for
mental purification. Though there are eyes, the
body cannot see. In spite of having ears, the
body cannot hear. Even if the mouth is there, it
cannot eat. With the departure of the soul, the
body becomes impure, ugly and motionless.
The soul is the nectar contained in the earthen
vessel of the body. It is the spark of fire of the
earthen lamp, the living flame. The corpse is
lifeless. The soul is its life-force, thought-force
and work-force. Its arrival is the birth of the body
and departure its death. The inspiring power of
the soul awakens the body as a result of which
the body becomes mobile. With the soul
present, all signs of life are exhibited and felt in
its body. Without the soul, all activities get lost.
The soul causes different states of the body
like awakening, sleeping and deep slumber.
Birth, childhood, youth, old age and finally death
of the body, all these have only one impeller,
the soul.
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