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O Bounteous Lord ! Kindly do not forsake us.
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On December 2, 1978, O P Tyagi presented an anti-conversion bill in the Lok Sabha during the

Janata regime. The bill stipulated that no person shall convert or attempt to convert, either directly

or otherwise, any person from one religious faith to another by the use of force, inducement, deceit
or any fraudulent means nor shall any person abet any such conversion. Those contravening the
provisions in Section 3 would be punishable without prejudice to any civil liability, with imprisonment

or fine.

And who was in the forefront of opposing this bill? Mother Teresa. supported by Christians in an all-

India agitation, even writing to then PM Morarji Desai on March 25, 1979. Desai refuted her

allegations to state, “If charity and philanthropy is not connected with an ulterior motive, they are
beneficial, But charity and conversions cannot go together. Religion prospers only when charity and
philonthropy are undertaken without any motive. The Bill you have mentioned does not affect
adversely the propagation of religion. In fact, the Bill is an attempt to see that the poor and iliterate

may enjoy religious freedom without fear.”
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