ARYA SABHA MAURITIUS

Aryodaye No. 344

SSTT=TT == =%
ARYODAYE

Read Aryodaye on line -- www.aryasabhamauritius.mu

- N

LET US
LOOK AT
EVERYONE
WITH A
FRIENDLY
EYE

- VEDA

Z

2nd Oct. to 15th Oct. 2016

S

PRATAHKALINA MANTRAH

Om siryo jyotir jyotih suryah swaha.
God, The Creator of the sun, is light and lustre. This oblation is intended for the Supreme Light.

3 @t 9t sifadd: @ |
Om siiryo varcho jyotirvarchah swaha.
God, the Creator of everything that shines is really the highest form of energy.
Om jyotih suryah siiryo jyotih swaha.
God is the light that illumines the celestial bodies.
31 Aopda i Aol ST At 9 @ |
Om sajurdevena savitra sajurushasendravatya jushanah siiryo vetu swaha.

May this sun ever function in unison with Almighty God and with the glorious dawn.
Grasp the fine particles that emanate from matter and diffuse them in all directions.

O.N. Gangoo (Dr)
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Book Review

‘Under the breadfruit tree’

Anthology of poems by B. Nowbuthsingh

By Dr Indradev Bholah Indranath, P.B.H.

“We spend the first half of our lives trying
to understand the older generation and the
second half trying to understand the
younger generation.” (Earl Wilson)

‘Under the breadfruit tree’ is an
anthology of poems written by Balwants-
ingh Nowbutsingh depicting about the
childhood and the boyhood reminiscences
of the author. The book is written in im-
peccable English language. Indeed Bal-
wantsingh has a good command of English
and possesses a vast knowledge of English
words which he has proficiently used in
his poetry writing.

Balwantsingh is a graduate, hold-
ing M.A. Degree from Banaras University
India. He had a penchant for writing and
could not resist the call of his pen. Being
also well versed in Hindi he had at the out-
set written and staged dramas in Hindi.
When he was studying in India he had
published ‘Vishwa Darpan’ a collection of
Hindi poems contributed by poets of dif-
ferent countries of the world.

Now coming to his new book
‘under the breadfruit tree” he emphasises
that his infancy and boyhood were cen-
tered around the breadftuit tree in his yard.
Anytime he felt unsecure, he would hang
to it. It gave him solace, as though he
hugged to his father. The breadfruit tree is
his infancy and boyhood at his birth place,
Bel Ombre.

Writing a book on passed events
are evidently not easy because the memory
may fail to recall all passed events, which
having not included may pain the writer
himself later. Nowbuthsingh ventured to
write it pondering on all factual incidents
not only personal but those of his grand fa-

ther, father, mother and other family mem-
bers as well. The book is not a piece of
prose writing but a word in poetry which
has rendered the task more difficult. He
has written the poems impressively. When
Balwantsingh was a child his father nick
named him ‘Bonom’ and now while writ-
ing the poems Balwantsingh has focused
all upon Bonom characterising all events
of his boyhood for example — A village at
night :

“Bonom, admonished by his father, de-
cided to go for a walk.

Round the village, at about seven-thirty in
the evening.

This time alone, in order to sooth his mood
For he used to go on walk in the company
of his friend, Suresh.

His heart was bleeding with affliction and
eyes were wet with tears.

Not for fame that a poet writes

He tries to express his vision of life, and
his skill

With an aromatic warmth, in his style.

In metric feat or in blank and free verse.

Nowbutsingh writes in simple
English and coherent words apt to the
verses.

The writer has wisely classified

the contents of the book in 8 chapters as
follows :
Chapter I : Culture and Traditions, Chapter
II : The mother and the child, Chapter III :
Love, Chapter IV : Seasons and animals’
life, Chapter V : Time and mortality, Chap-
ter VI : People, Chapter VII : Miscella-
neous and Chapter VIII : Patriotism.

Evidently the contents are worth
reading and some of them are thought pro-
voking.

We Arxre All Powerful !

By Sookraj Bissessur

“I am the most powerful and like
the sun I illuminate the entire creation. I
am never vanquished. Neither I die nor I
am eternal. I am the creator of all wealth,
which you see in the universe. Know me
as the creator of the entire universe. While
continuing your efforts to grow prosperous
and mighty, ask me for knowledge and do
not drawn away from my friendship.”
Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati
Quotes from the Rig Veda

When life may be pulling you up and
down, simply always do keep your spirits
uplifted, for we are (all) very powerful.
We have the power to surprise someone.
With a sincere and divine act of kindness,
that’s entirely, unexpected and totally de-
lightful.

We have the huge power to give a helping
hand or an encouraging word to those
who need it most.

We have the absolute power to set our
sights on a goal then do what is necessary
to reach it.

We have the power to take an ordinary mo-
ment and make it special.

We have the power to forgive and forget.
We have the power to deal, feel and appre-
ciate.

We have the power to express ourselves
and the power to learn and listen.

We have the power to teach, preach and
practice.

We have the power to look at a problem
and to find a good solution.

We have the immense power to set right
what’s wrong and make a positive differ-
ence.

Now, that’s as powerful as we can possibly
be.

Exercise your power!

So, let's retain in mind that God gives but
Man gets and forgets!
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Actualités : Conseil des Religions

La conférence annuelle des chefs religieux du mardi 27 Septem-
bre 2016 au Le Labourdonnais Hotel, Port Louis

Nous reproduisons I’essentiel des interventions du Yogi Bramdeo
Mokoonlall, Darshanacharya, représentant I’Arya Sabha Mauritius

lére session :
vidéo

revue des projections

La connaissance (reconnaitre 1’ap-
partenance ethnique) de la personne en
face de nous est souvent source de méfi-
ance et I’ignorance de cette identité ne
souléve aucun préjugé. Cette situation est
a 'opposé¢ des valeurs fondamentales
pronées par la religion, c’est-a-dire les
valeurs humaines ou la spiritualité qui est
au-dessus de la chose dite ‘religieuse’.

L’ouverture envers les autres doit
étre créative et non destructive. On doit ac-
cepter les faits que la pratique du culte de
chaque religion est différente mais la spiri-
tualité peut créer le lien (bonding) entre les
composantes d’une I’ile Maurice arc-en-ciel.

Tout comme I’universalité du son
de nos priéres qui calme nos esprits et nos
émotions les valeurs humaines uni-
verselles nous soutiennent en tant que ‘les
reperes de la vie’.

Le partage des repas, giteaux,
douceurs et autres friandises pendant les
fétes a toujours existé et a dans sa maniére
tissé liens transcendant les religions, races
et couleurs. De nos temps ‘modernes’ cette
tradition est devenue plus ...le voire-faire
...le quoi-faire (/ip-service). Les critiques
de I'un et de I’autre est en somme 1’équiv-
alent des coups de pioche dans un trou qui
s’agrandisse. Le dialogue interreligicux
demande beaucoup de compréhension.
Nous devons définir nos priorités et non
pas nous laisser dominer par les pratiques
de nos jours ou les accessoires sont plus
importants que 1’essentiel.

2¢&me session : comme rapporteur d’une
des groupes de réflexion sur les défis du
dialogue interreligieux

La compréhension mutuelle

La compréhension mutuelle passe
impérativement par I’apprentissage de sa
religion et ensuite connaitre celle de son
prochain. Cela passe par une relecture des
textes, la réflexion et 1’application des
concepts dans la vie, pas juste le temps de
la pricre.

Les points communs serviront de
fil conducteur vers la compréhension
mutuelle, ainsi une plus grande solidarité
au lieu de pointer le doigt aux autres ...
digging will only increase the size of the
hole, building bridges on the universal
human values will bridge the gap.

Approcher quelqu’un qui est autrement
croyant

Le stigma dans cette approche est
la suite logique de I’ignorance, la peur de
partager 1’information, d’expliquer nos
pratiques, la peur d’offenser 1’autre par nos
questions.

L’approche dépasse le cadre de la
tolérance car la tolérance est surtout lice
aux choses qui sont forcées sur une per-
sonne. Par contre I’acceptation engage en
premier notre esprit dans la sagesse et le
respect mutuel, et I’accueil de I’autre qui
se traduira dans les paroles et la facon d’a-
gir ou de faire. Ainsi on arrivera a mieux
se connaitre et agir en tant qu’étre humain.

Le dialogue est un dialogue ...pas
un monologue (not a one-way-traffic). 1l
ne faut pas mélanger les concepts, imposer
ses idées, s’immiscer ou s’ingérer dans les
différents pratiques ...il faut que les
principes universelles (la non-violence, la
recherche de la vérité ...etc.) priment a
tout moment, donc plus de compréhension
et d’entraide.

Combattre les préjugés

L’éducation de tous (enfants, je-
unes, adultes, agées) doit absolument in-
clure les valeurs humaines universelles.
Une croissance en capacité et intensité de
la spiritualité découlera de cette approche
holistique. L’effet boule de neige de cette
action sera le rétrécissement du refus d’ac-
cepter les différences, souvent désigné
comme |’intolérance.

Le dialogue interreligieux

Le dialogue interreligieux est une
nouvelle expérience a Maurice. Dix an-
nées dans ce parcours est peu. Il faut plus
de recherches, plus d’ouvertures, plus de
collaboration sur la chose spirituelle que
religieuse dans le respect mutuelle. Ainsi
le procédé sera un exercice d’enrichisse-
ment de I’étre humain.

On regarderait plus les ‘common
denominators’ qui sont les valeurs uni-
verselles de la vie humaine au lieu de se
polariser sur les différences.

Ile Maurice, état insulaire

Chacun a ses bagages remplies ou
surchargées. Les valeurs universelles de la
vie humaine nous permettront de faire le
tri, c’est-a-dire valoriser 1’étre humain
chez son prochain.

Comme dans une course, le point
de départ du dialogue interreligieux de-
meure le premier pas ...menant a la ren-
contre de 1’autre ...enrobé de la vérité,
I’humilité et le respect.
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Sanskar is that which contributes
to the physical, mental and spiritual
improvement of man. From Concep-

tion to Cremation there are sixteen
Sanskars altogether. I hold that their
due and proper observance is obliga-
tory on all. Nothing should be done

for the departed after the remains

have been cremated.
Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati
Light of Truth




