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Om : The Mystic Name of God

The Supreme Self is addressed by
numerous names, each referring to
a particular function or nature of the
indescribable God. Yajurveda
(XXXII.1) speaks of Him as Agni
(The Adorable), Aditya (Infinite),
Vayu (pervading and Vital),
Sukram (Primeval Seed) and in
various other terms. God came to
be popularly known as Prajapati,
Atman, and Brahman in the
Brahmanical and Upanishadic
Texts. Much later in the Puranic
period, names like Visnu, Siva,
Isvara etc. became popular. But
"OM" in itself embraces all the at-
tributes of the Lord. Its popularity
has no accountable history. By Om
only God is signified whereas all
other names like Agni, Visnu, Siva
may mean other objects as well.
Om is indeclinable (avyaya) hav-
ing no change in number, gender,
person or case. In OM (A+U+M):
A (1) is the first letter of the pho-
netic alphabet; U (3 ) is the last
phonetic pure vowel, M (]) is the
last letter and all the three together
are the integral limits of sounds
which we use in our language.
A=Supreme Self, U=Lower Self,
M=Primordial Nature. O sacrificer,
meditate on Om, the All-Pervader
and All-Protector Lord. This mys-
tic name of God is recommended
to be used in the beginning of ev-
ery verse and at the end of it in the
Vedic Texts. Om is also known as
Pranava and Udgitha.

I /AT TN 1 (Yv. XL.15)

Glimpsesof theYajurVeda

Om krato smara..

What He is and what He is not
Defining God is beyond the limited
knowledge of man. God's power
and glory are infinite and hence
they elude the grasp of human
mind. However, human thought is
convinced that only He is the ar-
chitect of the creation, sustenance
and dissolution of the Universe. Di-
vine acts like conferring reward or
punishment for the actions of man
and revelation of the Source Knowl-
edge, the Vedas, for the guidance
of mankind cannot be compre-
hended even by the great souls.
God's knowledge is absolute and
impeccable. But it is wrong to think
that the Almighty God is capable
of doing anything arbitrarily that He
can create the world out of noth-
ing, that He can liquidate Himself
or that He can create another God.
Because He is the Supreme Up-
holder of the eternal laws formu-
lated by Him, His every action is
governed by such laws.

Chapter XL, verse 8 distinctly men-
tions what He is and what He is
not:

"He is all-pervasive, pure, omni-
scient, Supreme Self farsighted,
wise surpassing all and self-exis-
tent. He creates the objects in all
propriety for all times to come.”
This version makes out what God

3T TR U1S - 17 (30)
Teepd i 30 ug =gt faafea
T | ..., 4.5F - SIE T
S — fersfieror: T STgRNd |
T}é — fersfioron = Treor & 5re fohan |
L
AR, e 1 A 2
: 0.3 - $ET T Tl
HeIehT AT | AP S A
;?ggr— | g el goitel & o e ¥
Rl ¢.3ga - Wy s
aqﬁ‘—rﬁmalgﬁr% @W:Q@W:aﬂqiﬁl
ST - T e e o) B T
T : AT HEAfd | ——
TH I R H F sy s g ST

"He is bodiless, without wound,
without sinew, faultless and unpol-
luted by sin." This version explains
what God is not.

Sa paryagacchukramakayama
vrana masnaviram suddhamapapa
viddham.

kavirmanisi paribhuh svayambh
uryatha tathyato rthan vyadadha
cchasvatibhyah samabhyah..

We invoke You for food, we in-
voke You for vigour.

While the poetic Rigveda, the first
Text of the Source Book of revealed
knowledge, begins with a verse
expressing reverential salutations
to the Creator and Protector of the
endless cosmic creation of the
mysterious Universe, the opening
words of the next divine Text,
Yajurveda which states divine for-
mulae for excelent performances
(Yajna) starts with spontaneous
invocation for food, vigour and
sound body organs. This is natu-
ral as true knowledge achieves frui-
tion when applied for individual and
social development. Noble action
demands a sound body and a firm
mind.

"We invoke you, O Creator Lord,
for our food. We invoke you for our
vigour. May we have honest de-
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sires and also adequate strength
to get success. O inner selfs, may
the Merciful God depute you for the
noblest accomplishment. May He
invigorate your body organs keep-
ing them free from defects and dis-
eases. O organs of the body, be
not a prey to evil temptations. May
the Soul, your master, protect you
for attainment of prosperity and
eternal bliss."

ISt @ arad ¥ aar : qfaar

qraaq SBAATT HHUTSHTETT
SFHEATSTRTT YUTT GATdITHiar
S SITETT [T T TSI ArIvIar
YaATSIHTAT THaal Trd agrest
[T G gl | (Yv. 1.1)
Ise tvorje tva vayava stha devo vah
savita prarpayatu sresthatmaya
karmana apyayadhvamaghnya
indraya bhagam prajavatiranamiva
ayaksma ma va stena isata
maghasamsodhruva asmin
gopatau syata bahviryajamanasya
pasunpabhi..
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