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"They came suddenly, and made me 

prisoner. They never saluted me even, 
nor showed me any other mark of 
respect... What confidence could I place 
in troops who had murdered their own 
masters ? In the same way that they 
murdered them, they made me a 
prisoner, and tyrannised over me... 
Without my knowledge they plundered, 
not only many individuals, but several 
entire streets, plundering, robbing, 
killing and imprisoning all they 
chose... They plundered my physician's 
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house, and made him a prisoner.. The 
officers of the army went even so far as 
to require that I should make over the 
queen Zinat Mahal' to them they might 
kept her a prisoner. They, one day, went 
to the house of the queen Zinat Mahal!, 
intending to plunder it, but did not 
succeed in breaking open the door. If 
they were subservient to my authority, 
or had I been in league with them, how 
would these things have occured ?... No 
person demands the wife of the poorest 
man, saying "Give her to me, I will make 
a prisoner"... 
[Ed.K.C.Yadav, The Trial of Bahadur Shah, 

PP 344-345] 
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"Upon examining the apartments 
occupied by the King and his Chief 
Officers in the palace many papers were 
found that threw a light upon the 
intended proceedings of the rebel 
monarch; and from them it appeared 
that the kind of government to be 
permanently established for the city 
and immediately surrounding country.. 
seems to have been a sort of 
Constitutional Monarchial Milocracy. 
The king was king and honoured as 
such like a Constitutional Monarch; 
but instead of a Parliament, he had a 
Council of soldiers in whom power 
rested.. No Arabic or Persian names, 
forms or terms appear to have been 
introduced; but on the contrary, the 
English terms and modes of business 
were generally adopted. All petitions 
seems to have been presented to the 
king; but the great authority to which 
almost all of them on all matters both 
Civil and Military were referred, was 
the Court- a body composed of a number 
of colonels...' 

[Charles Ball, History of the Indian 
Mutiny, Vol.1, P524] 
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