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Om ! Akamo dheero amritah swayambhu rasena tripto nakutashchanonah.

Tameva vidwan na vibhaya mrityoratmanam dhiramajaram yuvanam.
Atharva Veda 10/8/44
Glossaire / Shabdartha

akamah - désintéress¢, qui n’agit pas par intérét égoiste; dheerah - résolu, calme, stable, persévérant,
immuable, maitre de soi, beau, gentil, patien ; amritah - immortel ; swayambhu - celui qui n’est pas né
de quiconque et n’a ni commencement ni fin. Il est éternel; rasena - débordant de courage, d’énergie ou
de vigueur; triptah - complet, parfait ; kutah chan - de n’importe ou ; ounah - inferieur, déficient, im-
parfait, incomplet ; na - il n’y a pas ; tam eva - sur cela, a cela ; dheeram - les sages ; ajaram - immortel,
éternel ; yuvanam - trés puissant, ; atmanam - I’étre Supréme / Dieu ; vidwan - [’homme qui le connait;
bibhaya — n’a pas peur de ; mrityum - la mort ou la souffrance ; ajaram — immortel, éternel ; atmanam;
I’étre Supréme / Dieu ; bibhaya — n’a pas peur de ; mrityum — la mort ou la souffrance.

Interprétation / Anushilan

Dieu n’a aucun désir. 1l est toujours calme et résolu. Il est immortel, éternel et pénétrant tout.
1l est incréé. C’est-a-dire, Il n’est pas né de quiconque et 1l n’a ni commencement ni fin. Il est immuable
et le détenteur de toutes les connaissances, de la richesse matérielle et de la Félicité Eternelle (Mokshay).
1l n’a aucun défaut. 1l est parfait. 1l est aussi le Juge Supréme qui administre la justice équitablement
a tout le monde.

Ayant bdtis une foi inébranlable en cet étre Supréme qui est tout-puissant, Omniscient, Om-
niprésent et miséricordieux, les sages / les fideles n’auront pas peur d’affronter la mort ou la souffrance
et atteindront le Bonheur Supréme (param anand / Moksha) par la grdace du Seigneur.
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Shatabdottara Rajata Jayanti Samaroha Arya Samaj Tanda, UP, India.

Sri Gian Dhunnookchand, delegated by Dr O.N. Gangoo to participate in the celebration of the 125th anniversary of Arya Samaj Tanda from
10th to 14th November 2016, presented two papers, namely — the role of Arya Samaj in Mauritius and Youth Awakening. :

Tanda Arya Samaj is situated on the bank of Saryu river and is connected with the historic city of Ayodhya where Swami Dayanand wrote his
famous book ‘Rigvedadibhasyabhumika’. The Tanda Arya Samaj was established in 1892 to eradicate social evils, superstitions and work for women ed-
ucation and downtrodden. In 1944 Babu Mishrilal who was devoted to Swami Dayanand’s Vedic thought laid the foundation of ‘Arya Kanya Vidyalaya'.
Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Acharya Kriplani and Sarojni Naidu came to Tanda and appreciated the noble work of Tanda Arya Samaj.

Although Tanda is a Muslim majority city, yet the entire Muslim families feel proud in sending their daughters in ‘Arya Kanya inter college’.
Muslim students of this college chant Vedic hymns, speak Sanskrit and participate in all functions. This year Tanda Arya Samaj celebrated its 125th an-

niversary at International level. The main themes of the conference were: (i) Science in the Vedas, (i) Youth Awakening, (iii) Women empowerment, (iv) B
Rastra raksha, (v) Arsha Siddhanta, (vi) Child development and clean. 5

Besides paper presenting, other items were : India campaign, shanki samidhin, kavi sammelan, performance of valour by ‘Arya Viran-
gana’, cultural programme and regular performance of ‘Samvediya Yajna’. Leaders of Arya Samaj, Swami’s, Acharya’s and Scholars from all over

India and abroad attended the conference. The article below is the replication of Sri Gian’s first paper.

The Role of Arya Samaj in Mauritius

Distinguished Guests — Brothers and Sisters —

| bring to your great country, India, the
greetings of the people of rainbow island, Mau-
ritius. The water of Hind Maha Sagar and our
ancestral blood unite us in a unique relationship
of mutual love and brotherhood. Both Mauritius
and India take inspiration from the same tradi-
tion and culture. Both countries have adopted
demaocracy, socialism and secularism for
social advancement. In International forum our
two countries support peace and intercultural
understanding. | have come here to your great
country India on a historical occasion. Today
the 125 th anniversary of Arya Samaj Tanda is
being celebrated with great enthusiasm. Apart
from India, representatives of other countries
are also assembled here. | offer to all of them
our cordial greetings. Well, today | shall be
sharing information about the role of Arya
Samaj in Mauritius, but before this it is impor-
tant to understand the true historical perspec-
tive in which Indians lived.

Mauritius, a small island of 61 kilome-
tres long and 47 kilometres wide, about 3,200
kilometres from India, situated in the Indian
Ocean, is well known for its natural scenery,
beautiful beaches and green sugar cane fields.
According to Mark Twain, the American writer,
God created Mauritius first and then used it as
a model to create heaven.

There were no aborigines when the
island was colonised by Portuguese, Dutch and
French. In 1810, the British captured Mauritius
(then called lle de France) and governed it for
158 years. Mauritius got its independence in
1968 and today it is a Republic. The population
of Mauritius is about 1,200,000.

After the abolition of slavery in 1833,
the Negro slaves refused to work in the fields.
Subsequently the sugar industry was jeopard-
ized seriously.

To replace slaves the British Govern-
ment turned towards India which was also a
British colony and a cheap source of Labour.
From 1834 to 1910 about 454,000 Indians in-
cluding men, women and children migrated to
Mauritius. They are our forefathers, who ac-
cording to the contract had to work from dawn
to dusk for six days. Sunday was unpaid labour.
The Indian workers were ill-treated by their
colonial masters. In those difficult moments In-
dian immigrants found great solace and peace
in chanting the verses from Ramcharitamanas.

Through the hard work of the Indian in-
dentured labourers, their sacrifice and persever-
ance, Mauritius prospered and became wealthy.

Mauritius, now looks green and beau-
tiful, but behind this beauty are hidden the sad
and painful stories of the Indian labourers. In

1901, on his way to India from South Africa,
Mahatma Gandhi had a transit of 21 days in
Mauritius. He was greatly distressed by the
pitiable plight of the Indian immigrants. He gave
a few talks to boost the morale of the Indians.
He encouraged them to send their children to
schools and to participate in politics.

On reaching India, he sent barrister
Manilall Doctor to help he Indians to fight
against exploitation and injustice.

Under British rule the Christian mission-
aries were aggressively converting the Indians ei-
ther forcibly or tempting them with jobs, promotion
or securing for them seats in heaven.

In @ way Hinduism was not serving
human cause. The Hindu society was clouded by
blind beliefs and superstitions. Unnecessary rites
and rituals beliefs in ghosts etc had degenerated
Hinduism from its pristine purity. Hinduism had
become a subject of mockery by Christian mis-
sionaries. Itis in this deplorable environment that
Satyartha Prakash, the ‘Magnum Opus’ of Swam
Dayanand was brought to Mauritius.

Just like before the advent of Swami
Dayanand in India, the reading of the Vedas
had become a thing of the past in the same
way before the establishment of Arya Samaj in
Mauritius the wisdom of Vedic Scriptures was
unknown to the Hindus.

The Western colonizers demon-
strated to the Hindus that our forefathers were
barbarians and our religion of mythology was
full of superstitions and blind beliefs. What is
shocking is that worshiping of various Deities,
trees, rivers, ghosts, offering animal sacrifices,
and unnecessary rites and rituals were com-
mon. Some sections of the society were de-
prived of rights to study scriptures. Girls were
deprived of education. The literacy rate among
the Hindus was extremely low. The plight of
women was pitiable. In such dark times,
Bholanath Tiwari, a soldier serving in the British
army, while leaving Mauritius handed over a
copy of Sayartha Prakash to Khemlall in 1902.

Mr Khemlall and Mr Daljitlall were
greatly impressed by Satyartha Prakash. Soon
they started spreading the message of Swami
Dayanand to every nook and corner of Mauri-
tius and strongly opposed conversion of Hin-
dus. They had to face a lot of opposition when
they wanted to bring reform and transform in
the society. In 1903 Arya Samaj was founded
in Curepipe, a town, in the centre of Mauritius
but due to shortage of priests and preachers
the activities of Arya samaj could not continue.
Three years later Arya Samaj was founded
again in the same place but this time due to
strong opposition from the orthodox Hindus
Arya Samaj could not flourish.

On the advice of Manilall Doc-
tor, Dr Chiranjiv Bhardwaj, a
staunch follower of Swami
Dayanand and a champion of
Arya Samaj came to Mauritius
along with his wife Sumangali
Deviin 1911. Later, he bought a
plot of land for Arya Samaj in
Port Louis, the capital of Mauri-
tius, where the headquarter of
Arya Samaj and DAV college
are functioning at present.

Dr Chiranjiv Bhardwaj with
J the support of some dedicated
social workers founded ‘Arya

Paropkarini Sabha’. Subsequently the activities
of Arya Samaj gathered momentum in Mauri-
tius. Several educated persons also joined the
Arya Samaj movement.

Dr Chiranjiv Bhardwaj treated the pa-
tients during daytime and in the evening he was
teaching Hindi and delivering religious dis-
courses in far away villages. He showed the
people the disadvantages of child marriage, de-
nial of education to girls and how inhuman
caste system was being practised. He would
cover ten kilometres on foot to spread the mes-
sage of the Arya Samaj. His wife was giving
lecture on the importance of woman education.
In due course of time, Indian women Associa-
tion was set up with the aim to bring reform in
the society. It was rare in those days to see a
woman speaking Hindi fluently.

Meanwhile some Mauritian scholars
who studied from Lahore came back to wage
a relentless war against illiteracy and social
evils prevailing in the Hindu community.

Thereafter Swami Swatantranand,
Swami Dhruvanand, Swami Abhedanand and
other Vedic scholars came to Mauritius to
spread the Vedic teachings. Swmai
Swatantranand ji founded several branches of
Arya Samaj to carry forward the works of
Swami Dayanand. Pandit Kashinath Kisto, after
completing his studies in Lahore came to Mau-
ritius to popularize Hindi language and Vedic
studies. He bought a
plot of land in Vacoas
and founded Aryan
Vedic School which is
actually one of the best
Primary Schools in
Mauritius.

Glory to those
noble, unselfish, great
stalwarts who struggled &
hard to sow the seed of |
Arya Samaj on the Mau-
ritian soil and made Hin-
duism  free  from
meaningless rites, ritu-
als and unnecessary elements. It has been rightly
pointed out that these reformers gave the medical
herb (sanjivani buti) to strengthen Hinduism and
Hindi.

Itis well known that before the advent
of Satyartha Prakash on Mauritian soil Ram-
charitmanas of Tulsidas was known to the Hin-
dus. Ramcharitmanas is in Awadhi (medieval
Hindi) whereas Satyartha Prakash is in Khari
Boli (modern Hindi). To spread the message of
the Arya Samaj great efforts were made to
learn and teach modern Hindi. Hindi became
easy to understand. What is strange is that
some people even considered Hindi as the
language of Arya Samaj because Arya Sama-
jist priests would speak Hindi on all occasions.
Compared to Bhojpuri. Hindi spread rapidly.
Any Arya Samajist would consider it his duty
to speak in Hindi.

The leaders of the Arya Samaj have
spared no efforts to make Hindi a subject of
study from primary to University level. Hats off
for those dedicated workers.

There was a time in Mauritius when
only educated people were allowed to cast their
votes in election. The Hindi movement started
by Arya Samaj and other Hindi organisations
gave the largest number of voters as election
was based on literate people.

ome year back Arya abh/a was run-
ning religious examinations such as Vidya
Vinod, Vidya Visharad, Vidya Ratna and Vidya
Vachaspati to promote Hindi and Vedic Studies.
These days these exams have been replaced
by other well structured courses. A ‘Vidya
Samiti’ has been set up to help and supervise
200 evening schools in Mauritius and to organ-
ize religious examinations.

Today these are about 400 branches
of Arya Samaj in Mauritius. In all these
branches Hindi is the medium of Communica-
tion and is taught as a language and also as a
medium for Vedic knowledge. Hindi newspa-
per, Souvenir Magazines are published to pro-
mote Hindi and Vedic studies. In DAV colleges
and Maharshi Dayanand Institute Hindi and
Hinduism are prescribed in the syllabus. A
weekly programme on Radio called ‘Vedic Vani’
and regular programme based on Vedas and
Satyartha Prakash on TV are appreciated by a
large population of the country.

Besides promoting Hindi and Hinduism,
Arya Samaj carries a crusade against social evils
such as alcoholism, drug abuse, playing of dice,
child marriage, dancing of prostitutes during wed-
ding ceremony, denial of girl's education, discrim-
ination on the basis of birth etc.

Weekly gathering for yajna and sat-
sang in all Sabhas, continuous shravani yajna
for over a month on a yearly basis, celebration
of Rishi Bodh, Swami Dayanand Nirvana divas,
yajna for birthdays, wedding and other sam-
skaras according to Vedic rites are commonly
seen in Mauritius today.

The other main activities of Arya
Samaj are : orphanage for old people, training

courses for Hindu priests, hoisting Aum flag in
every home etc. This Aum flag has brought
unity between the two main Hindu organisa-
tions : Arya Samaj and Sanatan Sabha.

Actually, the Arya Samaj organization
has taken a well-structured form at local, regional
and national levels. All four hundred branches
comprise a general wing, a woman wing and a
youth wing. The center Arya Sabha Mauritius ini-
tiates and structures activities which are vulgar-
ized by the individual units. It coordinates
facilitates and motivates the entire island in dis-
pensing Vedic rites, Hindi &amp; Hinduism teach-
ings and Vedic knowledge. The organization is
run by a democratically elected President and ex-
ecutive committee at national level and the actual
Chairman is Dr Oudaye Narain Gangoo.

The Arya Samaj in Mauritius is a reli-
gious organization that promotes, peace, love
and harmony. It has set its face against vio-
lence, bloodshed and disorder. The Arya Samaj
has played a significant role and is still paying
a remarkable role in regenerating Hinduism.

The Arya Samaj has influenced the
Hindus with new faith, vigour, strength and en-
thusiasm. It has been pointed out that as long
as the Arya Samaj is active there is no fear of
disloging Hinduism from its actual place.



