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Salient feature of

Manusmriti

Different segments of society: Sage Manu

ji advocated 4 divisions of society called

VarnaVyavastha, and 1t was based on the
individual's ability, rather than birth. These
Varnas were Bhraman, Ksatriya, Vaisya and

Sidra, which denoted the people who would
be educators and spiritual guides, those who
would rule and protect, those who would
maintain the economics and trade, and
finally those who would serve the above
three segments in society. Anyone who
would have a certain level of ability was free
to move from one Varna to another. One such
slokais:

9TET ATRIVTATHI ATRIOTY AT AT

AT q [enasamad a1l -7, 90/
The meaning of this sloka is that based on the
actions and ability, people would become
Brahmana, Ksatriya or Vaisya and if they

lack an ability required to become any one of

these, they would remain as Sudra. Even
Bhagvad G1ta has mentioned the same social
setup based on a person's ability and actions.

ATFAT T G TOTEHTTHTIST: | ~ el 8/93
AT ATAA 93 : HEBTTeHE (2 1
I3 T TEEAFNAA ARl - e g

All 4 segments of society have been
assigned certain responsibilities. These are:
HATIATIA A ATAA 4T

AT TTAE =19 AT 1 - 9. 9/
TATHT 2400 SATHATS A= T
EeplertinabiEpiuiccall -9, 9/<E
q9[H T80 AT A= A1

TR TS T T9T F e 711 - 7. 3/€0
Wasmq‘g F9 qATTEIA]

TATTHA T [ ATgAATl | - 9. 9/€9

A Brahmin should teach without deceit and

Contd... : dlllt 1
with affection and impart proper knowledge
according to Vaidik (Vedic) teachings. A
Ksatriya should have the quality of
protecting society in every conceivable way
and give the gift of fearlessness while
maintaining their daily lifestyle which
includes performance of Agnihotra and
control over senses. A Vaisya should be able
to carry on business while sharing a portion
of earned wealth with the rest of society, as
well as possess knowledge of Vedas and
agricultural or other trades, and live a
righteous life. A Stidra should have a strong
physical build and be able to serve without
resentment.

A Brahmin can become a Sudra if he/she
fails to achieve true knowledge and
propagate it in the society.

AT T T50- & A1

A A AT TeBfa araa: 1 - . 3/%x
[t is obvious that somewhere along the line,
people who got a certain level of authority
wanted to hold on to it, and the caste system
came into being. There are many examples
of transformation from one Varna to the

. from previous Issue

other through the history. Some of these are:
SageVishwamitra, Kavasa Ailusa, Vidura,
Dvapi, Mudgala, Satyakama Jabala,
Prsadhra, Nabhaga, Agnivésya, matamga
and Ravana.  There have been many
reformers, including Swami Dayanand
Saraswati, to bring different segments of
society together. It is the selfish and

misguided people who have not allowed this
movement to be very effective.
Place of women in society. In several Slokas,

Manu has clearly laid down that those
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societies which provide respect and dignity to
women flourish with nobility and prosperity.
On the other hand, those who don't do so, face
miseries and failure (verse 3.56).

Manu has clearly declared that those who
desire prosperity should ensure that women
in their family are always happy and do not
face miseries (verse 3.55). He also states that
women should be able to participate in and
conduct various religious ceremonies.
Verse 9.96 states that those who deny Vedas
or Vaidik (Vedic) rituals to women are anti-
religion and anti-humanity. It also states

g&@‘ (Bl

L4 ROVENE i 1
that women should be provided autonomy
and leadership in managing finances and
conducting other responsibilities in life
(verse 9.11). Freedom, rather than restrain,
of women has been championed as well
(verse 9.12). The protection of women has
been advocated, but this protection does not
mean restriction.Manu ji also says that it is
better to keep a woman unmarried than to
force her to marry an undeserving person
(9.89), and that a woman should be able to
choose her own husband after she attains
maturity (9.90-9.91). Property rights for the
son and daughter should be equal (9.130-
9.131). There was also a provision placed in
Manusmrti for strict punishment of those
who harm women (8.323,9.232,8.352).
Punishment for a crime: It is a common
belief that Manu has advocated protection to
the higher segment of society, especially the

Brahmins. On examining the text, reverse
seems to be the case. Much more severe
punishments have been advocated for those
who are more educated and belong to the
higher segment of society. For example,
when a punishment for an ordinary citizen is
one cent, the punishment for those in the
ruling class would be 1000 cents, or 1000x
(8.336). Itis stated in Manusmrti that if one
conducts a theft willingly and with full
knowledge of the implications of such a
conduct, the person should be penalized 8
times more compared to the person doing the
same crime who belongs to a StdraVarna.

In other words, the punishment should be
directly proportional to the knowledge
and social status of the criminal. The
bottom line is that a birth-based caste system
does not fit the code of conduct laid down by
sage Manu. If the society and the
governments all follow the penal system and
the social system proposed by Manusmrti,
the world would be free from corrupt people,
politicians and others, and simply be a better
place to live in. It is the responsibility of
every individual practicing Arya Samaj
principles that they clearly understand the
reality of teachings of Manusmrti and

proagte those in the society.
Donation and giving: The gift of
knowledge is superior to any other giving

i, -0z

_ SFaf-R0%9 20



www. theag yasaima J-Or q

HAUTHE AT AT AT
TAATHE AR ETTATTT 1l - 9. ¥/333
Restraining your senses: Like a driver
restraining his horses, a wise man must
strive to restrain his senses.

e Freeatt g1

HIH AT (AT a1 -9, /e
Power of control of Mind: Once Mind has
been subdued, then all our senses come
under control.

U1 AT S F AT E |

At o AEAT Yo ool -, 2/6R
Human desires: Through enjoyment, desire
merely becomes stronger, like fire fed with
fuel.

7 AT FTH: FHATGTHIA A1

e ForE Ja rarvEE1 -9 R/€%
Attachment: Desire to seek pleasures only
increases as people indulge deeper in
sensual gratification.

T T4 U AT a1 1

AL AT FHI AT AT AGTATAAL - ¥, 92/93
How to achieve lasing happiness and
aananda:

Only be pursuit of True knowledge.Also a
knowledgeable person should be able to
withstand constructive criticism with
pleasure and should react to criticism in a
mature and peaceful manner

T ALATH T |
ﬁrwgngmﬁwamﬁmr 1

- 9. /8K

Respect to teacher and elders and those

who have acquired true knowledge:

TR SAT 7 TIET AT T 7]

HEd BT 1 12 Tasie: |a: 11 - . 3/99
A student must offer salutations to the
teacher with clasped palms and touch the
teacher's feet before the lesson begins.

9TATEA ST 8T 7 A9

ITATHARS A TG AT ATEad 11 - % 3/99%
A student must not sit on a bed or seat that is
occupied by someone senior to him in age
and knowledge. While sitting on a bed or
seat, he should rise and give that seat to one
who is senior.
HTGOTHE AT ATeAT oS TETEl
HFTSAT AT ATA: TATER: FA: 11 - 7. 2/9:¢
The elder should say Aayushmaan bhava
saumya. Meaning “that may you live long”.
Dwij/Rebirth: The first birth is by the
mother and the second is from the teacher's
womb through education received through
Upanayana ceremony, Vedaarambh and
Samaavartan or a graduation at the
completion of education.

Freedom, its importance: freedom has
been stressed that independence brings
success while dependence brings misery and
difficulty.

Vegetarianism: Manu has considered it
criminal to slay and be involved in the
process of the animal's death, sale and
consumption.

Purity: body can be cleaned by soap and
water, mind by truthful behavior, soul by
following Dharma, and intellect is cleansed
by knowledge.
SATETTETIO 9 At A : ASIEAT]
TaErTAT AT i Eatal ]
The four stages of life:

The role of a householder is the centerpiece
of all 4 stages of life and it is the passages
through these stages that makes one achieve
the highest stage in life, including eternal
bliss.
]

-J. ¥/%0¢€

M.D., FA.C.P, FA.C.G.
Email: rameshamita@gmail.com
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