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WHAT MONEY CAN'T BUY

Money can buy you a house, but not a home.
Money can buy you an exotic bed, but not sleep.
Money can buy you books, but not wisdom.
Money can buy food but not appetite.
Money can buy you medicines but cannot fully guarantee you health.
Money can buy you companions but not real friends.
Money can buy you position, but not respect.
Money can buy you jewellery but not inner beauty.

“We are not rich by what we possess but by what
we can do without”.

Philosopher Socrates would go to marketplaces
and buy nothing. He would tell his disciples how
good it feels to be happy without these things.

Family, friends and the many relationships we
have are those that money can't buy. Cherish the
things in your life that money did not buy you. You
will be lot more happy.

When you feel more blessed to have received,

become more generous to share. When you feel
more blessed that you have shared, pray that you
may receive more that you can share more. That's
the way to live happily.

Your barns won't go empty because God fills barns
that stock up portions for those in need. “Give and
it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over, will be
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use,
itwill be measured to you.”
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ASHOK VATIKA IN SRI LANKA
Bhartendu Sood

Like most of the Indians I grew up listening&
reading Ramayana and seeing it being enacted
every year during the Navratras. So, it was but
natural that when I was inSri Lanka, a curiosity
made waves in me to know where exactly 'Ashok
vatika' was, a place in Lanka where according to
Ramayana 'Seeta’ was kept in confinement by the
King Ravana. Yes, after reading books of a few
historians, a doubt persisted whether the Lanka
which was referred to in Ramayana was the same
kingdom or was it somewhere else.

When I talked to my friend in Sri Lanka, he not
only guided me to reachSeetha Eliya, where Ashok
Vatika is located but also asked me to visit Ram
Boda, where Hanuman put his foot on landing in
Lanka and now has a beautiful temple by the name
Shri Bhakata Hanuman temple, constructed by
Chinmaya Mission. My visits to the oldest
Buddhist temples in Kaliniya, Colombo and
Anuradhapur had given enough indication that
nothing reliable was known about Sri Lanka's

\hi\story of the period before Buddha's visit to these
I

places in 250 B.C. But, there was a reference of the
king by the name Bibhishana, who had earned
name for his benevolent acts, (not the one who was
the brother of Ravana and deserted him to join
Ram in the final battle) but then the names of good
persons travel down the ages as we have Ram and
Krishna in all the times.

Seetha Eliya is eight KMs from Nuwara Eliya, a
beautiful hill station, about 200 Kms from
Colombo and 80 Kms from Kandy, another

beautiful city on the hills. Ram Boda where
Hanuman temple is located is between Kandyand
Nuwar Eliya. When I was moving from Kandy to
Seetha Eliya it reminisced me of my journey to
Darjeeling with high mountains covered in a green
sheet of tea plants on one side and streams and
rivulets on the other side ofthe road.

Though, Shri Bhakta Hanuman temple is a new
structure but its serenity and ambience attracts you
towards it. It's a temple in the real sense bec
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Chinmay Mission management is imparting
vocational training to the hundreds of the females
of Ram Boda. It has a beautiful large idol of
Hanuman in black stone and the basement houses
the idol of Ganesha.

From Ram Boda, it takes one hour to reach Seetha
Eliya. Itis on Nuwara Eliya—Galle highway. When
I stepped in to this temple, I had a feeling which
can't be put in words, something I had not
experienced even when I had visited Ayodhaya.
The idols of Ram, Laxman, Seeta and Hanuman,
though appeared more than a thousand years old,
housed in a very ordinary structure, fill you with
awe. A gushing stream of ice cold water touches
the boundary of this small temple and a thick
cluster of trees covers it from the top. The beauty of
Seetha Eliya is breath taking; there is a beautiful

Haggala garden at a distance of 1 KM. What really

impressed me that almost every one passing
through that road would stop his vehicle, get down
and would resume his journey after paying
obeisance. When I asked a Sinhalese woman if she
knew something about the significance of this

temple, her innocent reply was “Your goddess
someone Seetha lived here”. Tamil Pujari in the
temple performs rituals and Pooja in his own
language.

Near by, there are Ravana Eliya and Khumbhkarna
Eliya, though no signs of palaces. Then there is a
temple of Kartik Rishi, son of Lord Shiva at a
distance of 100 KMs which I couldn't visit.

When I returned, all my doubts had dispelled and I
was convinced that it is simply not mythology, it is
this Lanka which is a part of our cultural heritage.

deokoskoskock
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The art of listening - 4 problem shared is a problem halved'

Most of us are fortunate to be born with the power
of speech. Therefore, we can communicate easily
with others. But the art of attentive listening takes
many years of skilled training and practice.

Often someone says to us, “I have a problem at work
or with my spouse or children.” Then, our first
impulsive reply to them is: “We all have problems.”
We are, by nature, afraid of getting involved with
another's life.

The skilled counsellor, on the other hand, will say “Is
that so? Would you care to share your problem with
me? Perhaps, I can make some suggestions that will
help youcope.”

The counsellor, who has been trained in active
listening, is willing to lend an empathetic ear to
others and their difficulties. Of course, all problems
seem serious to those who believe they have a
problem.

It is by sharing the problem with an empathetic
listener that the problem-bearer gets relief.
According to a proverb, 'A problem shared is a
problem halved'.What is it that makes the person who

has aproblem reluctant to share?

It may be pride or fear of being ridiculed or that the
listener will refer them to a psychiatrist. In reality,
very few people - apart from those with mental
disorders - need to visit a psychiatrist unless
medication is required. In fact, many psychiatrists
nowadays employ counsellors to help them
segregate the patients who really need medication
from those who merely need an attentive listener.

This is very obvious within family circles. There is
always one of the parents to whom the children will
turn to tell their problems and difficulties. They
know whether it is the mother or father who has the
time, energy and patience to listen to them and extend
help, ifhelp is required.

Children have an inborn instinct to turn to whichever
of the parents who has the capability to help them
solve their difficulties. As so many couples go out to
work in the modern world, it may be the father, rather
than the mother, “who is always there for the
children” to be present when the need is urgent is all
thatis required.
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To Create businesses of tomorrow, allow new ideas to come

In today's business world where everything including technology is changing fast the

importance of innovating fast and keeping pace with tomorrow needs to be understood.. “The
pace of change has picked up. In the digital world, new things are coming every year. The
investments you made three years ago are not good enough,"

And to build for the future, one needs to allow new ideas to come. It is necessary to work on
these ideas. Many of those projects will fail. But it's okay.

This can be better understood with the concept of rice farming. When rice farming is done
seeds are sprinkled. After 30 days, buds are plucked. The bad ones are thrown out and the
good ones are planted to grow the crop.

Same method has to be adopted for new ideas and proposals. All ideas must be tested. The
\@Od ones should be retained and the bad ones tossed out.
3
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Editorial-2

Budget signifies Govt.'s endorsement that
demonetization has pushed back the economy

Without any doubt demonetization has been
the biggest event of the year 2016. Our
Government, especially our PM was seen
thumping his chest about its success in cleansing
our economy of the balck money. So it was
expected that this issue will grab the headline of
our Finance Minister's budget speech and he
would highlight the benefits demonetization has
brought to the economy. But he chose to remain
silent. Therefore, it is not difficult to infer that
tangible gains of
demonetization are
negligible when compared
with the ruins it has brought
with it. Fall in the current
and projected GDP growth
rates itself tells the whole

story.

On the other hand
Government very cleverly
took some damage control
measures. First, despite not
being a very vocal
supporter of MGNREGA
which was Sonia Gandhi's brain child it has
increased the allocation for this scheme, thus
acknowledging that very large number of
migrant labour in urban areas had to go back to
their villages after losing their jobs consequent
to demonetization. This is an example of how
they are trying to cope with rural distress and
urban reverse migration. But then 100 days job
under MGNREGA can't be termed as job. Itis a
temporary relief to those who want easy money

\siiing in their homes. Job seeking youth can't

feel satisfied with 100 days job. This is here that
Modi regime which came to power with big
promises of creating employment has turned out
to be ajob taker from millions.

Second, tax cuts are extended to micro,
small and medium enterprises, which have been
badly hit by demonetisation. But we all know
that tax cuts can be availed only if these units
make profits. However the Economy Report

suggests that small units are so badly hit by this
demonetization that they are forced to pull down
their shutters.

Our PM will do well to accept that his
demonetization move, his personal fad to write
his his name in the history, might have been the
biggest news of the year 2016 but it has turned
out to be the biggest blunder too. Government
must come out with a white paper on the cost of
demonetization.
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Never lose your men

Vinod Prakash Gupta

PEOPLE we come across
in life influence our
personality one way or the
other. During the course
of our journey of life,
these impressions
contribute to a large extent
in shaping our personality,
behaviour, attitude and
way of dealing with persons and situations.

I gathered one such critical influence from the
late Darbari Lal, who died in harness in 1995
while functioning as the president of the DAV
College Trust and Managing Committee. One
rarely sees such a meticulous and mercurial rise
as that of Darbari Lal who rose from being a
personal assistant to the president of DAV
organization. He was erudite, farsighted and
practical, had astute management and
outstanding man management skills and he was
aman of extraordinary wisdom and competency.
He was the man who relentlessly persuaded the
DAV management to introduce the public school
system in the DAV institutions. After
considerable hitches and objections, he
succeeded in getting the required approval.
Establishing the Anglo-Vedic education in its
true concept and real sense after the legendary
Mahatma Hans Raj ji is attributed to Darbari Lal.

His man management was genuine, full of
concern and in the overall interest of the
organisation. He is regarded as the most
charismatic personality of the organisation and
was genuinely respected and loved by all. A
small incident of long back ago bears testimony

to this. There was one enthusiastic worker of
Arya Samaj at Chamba who was also assisting in
the school matters. His indulgence in
administrative matters many a time caused
irritation to the school Principal as he used to
overstep his limits and authority in his sheer zeal
to help. He often used his personal car for official
work and spent small amounts from his own
pocket.

He was not a man of great means. He requested
the then regional director to compensate him a
bit by paying Rs 1000 per month so that he might
be able to help the Arya Samaj and DAV in a
better way. The regional director though was not
inclined to give him more than Rs 500 per
month. But the person insisted that his case be
putup to Darbari Lal who was due to visit Shimla
soon. The Regional Director assured to place his
case before Darbari Lal.

My wife, who was the Principal of DAV School,
Shimla, and I (then serving in the IAS cadre and a
member of the local managing committee) were
present at the meeting where the case was put up.
Darbari Lal knew about his work and dedication
in the field of Arya Samaj and with a smile, he
allowed him Rs 1,200 pm from the back date
since he had started functioning as such.

He then turned to us and advised, "Never lose
your men working for the organisation in every
nook and corner of the country. They are the soul
of DAV and Ary Samaj. Believe in their work,
give them functional freedom, appreciate them
and always keep them together and happy."
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Ilv did Mountbatten fix August 13 as Independence nav

Rajindar Sachar

In an article in The Tribune recently, Natwar
Singh had suggested that Mahatma Gandhi
approved of the Partition plan. This is factually
incorrect. Socialist leader Ram Manohar Lohia's
book Guilty Men of India's Partition gives a factual
position. Lohia was present in the final CWC
meeting in which the Partition plan was accepted.

SOME people have attributed the Congress
acceptance of Partition of India in 1947 to “the
persuasive voice of Gandhiji which made the
working committee accept the Partition and which
but for Gandhiji's intervention, the working
committee might
not have
approved”. This
is grossly unfair
and presents a
wrong picture of
the final efforts
by made by
Gandhiji to
prevent Partition
up to the final
stages.

It is now
well-known that
when Jinnah was
insistent,
Gandhiji made a last desperate attempt by asking
JawaharlalNehru and Sardar Patel to step aside and
let Jinnah be the first Prime Minister of undivided
India. He should form his ministry the way he liked,
including the choice to have only Muslims league
Ministers in the Central Cabinet, with the assurance
that the Congress will not object. One cannot say
what Jinnah's reactions would have been. But
considering that Jinnah is on record on insisting
that his house in Mumbai / Delhi be not declared
evacuee property because he wished to have good
Indo-Pak relations and would like to spend one
month every year in India, it would have been
worthwhile trying.

\\This could not be concretised because both
(x)

Nehru and Patel were forthright in rejecting this
proposal. So for many of us who were adults then
this reference to Gandhiji's acceptance of
Partition is painful and does not represent the
factual position. A reference to socialist leader Dr
Ram Manohar Lohia's, book Guilty Men of
India's Partition, gives the correct factual
position. Lohia was present in that final Congress
Working Committee meeting. Lohia, who along
with Jaiprakash Narain attended that meeting, has
written: “I should like especially to bring out two
points that Gandhiji made at this meeting. He
turned to Mr Nehru and Sardar Patel in mild
complaint
that they had
not informed
him of the
scheme of
Partition,
before
committing
themselves to
it. Before
Gandhiji
could make
out his point
fully, Nehru
intervened
with some passion to say that he had kept him
fully informed. On Mahatma Gandhi's repeating
that he did not know of the scheme of Partition,
Nehru slightly altered his earlier observation. He
said that Noakhali was so far away and that, while
he may not have described the details of the
scheme he had broadly written of the Partition to
Gandhiji I will accept Mahatma Gandhi's
version of the case, and not Nehru's and who will
not? One does not have to dismiss Nehru as a liar.
All that is at issue here is whether Mahatma
Gandhi knew of the scheme of Partition before
Nehru and Patel had committed themselves to it. It
would not do for Nehru to publish vague letters
which he might have written to Mahatma Gandhi,

doling out hypothetical and insubstalﬁty
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information. There was definitely a hole-in-the-
corner aspect of this business. Nehru and Patel
had obviously between themselves decided that it
would be best not to scare Gandhiji away before
the deed was definitely resolved upon. Keeping
turned towards Messrs Nehru and Patel, Gandhiji
made his second point. He wanted the Congress
party to honour the commitments made by its
leaders. He would, therefore, ask the Congress to
accept the principle of Partition. After accepting
the principle, the Congress should make a
declaration concerning its execution. It should
ask the British government and the Viceroy to step
aside, once the Congress and the Muslim League
had signified their acceptance of Partition. The
partitioning of the country should be carried out
jointly by the Congress party and the Muslim
League, without the intervention of a third party.
This was, I thought so at that time and still do, a
grand tactical
stroke. Much has
been said about
the saint having
simultaneously
been a tactician,
but this fine and
cunning proposal
has, to my
knowledge, not
so far been put on
record there
was no need for
anyone else to oppose the proposal. It was not
considered. I am writing this to put the record
straight”.

Gandhiji's anguish at the Partition of the
country was so unbearable that he refused to be in
Delhi on August 15. What nobility that the greatest
fighter for India's freedom refused to share this
glory and left Delhi to fight against the communal
carnage taking place at Calcutta and to give the
assurance of safety to the minorities.

I accept the fact that the conditions in the
country had deteriorated to such a level that it was
not possible to prevent the Partition. Yet, we have
not given sufficient thought to the fact that millions

of deaths, most immeasurable destruction in the
process of Partition could have been averted if the
leaders of the parties had shown statesmanship in
carrying out the process of partitioning the
country. It is well-known that Prime Minister
Clement Attlee had given June, 1948 as the date by
which the British government would leave India,
when Lord Mountbatten was sent to India in
March, 1947.

Had this schedule been observed, requisite
and detailed arrangements for the safety of
millions of people, on both sides, could have been
made. Undoubtedly, slaughter and mutual hatred
would have been there but both the governments
could have made safe arrangements for exchange
of populations. The government machinery could
have been mobilised. But this did not happen. The
reason was the unilateral announcement by Lord
Mountbatten on June 1947, that India's

Independence Day
would be on August
15, 1947. This left
no time to make
arrangements for an
unprecedented,
massive exodus.

One knows

now why this

s udden

announcement was

made at a press

conference, fixing

August 15, 1947 as Independence. The reason was

the vanity and self-glorification of Mountbatten.

He had accepted the surrender of the Japanese

navy on August 1945, as the Supreme Allied

Commander, South-East Asia Command (SEAC),
of Allied powers.

Our politicians were, unfortunately, too self-
obsessed with ignorance and vanity. As a
consequence, they maintained an ominous silence,
resulting in the death of millions and the
destruction of massive property. Can history
forgive them? I doubt very much.

The writer is a retired Chief Justice of the
Delhi High Court
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