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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work
-His Early Life- -SarojArya, Delhi

It is the Land of Saurashtra, the western part of
India, that gave birth to the greatest reformer of our
time. In the year 1825 A.D., in a village Tankara in the
state of Morvi in Kathiawar (modern Gujrat), he was
born in a Shaivite Family, one who in later life was
destined to lead a great spiritual, social and nationalist
movement and to rank as one of the makers of modern
India. His Father Amba Shankar or Karsanji Tiwari
held the position of a Jamadar, or revenue collector and,
beside this, did some banking and money lending
business. He was a stern, austere man, a devout
worshiper of Lord Shiva, orthodox and uncompro-
mising in his views. Strict in the performance of his
religious duties he could not tolerate the slightest

departure from the observances enjoined by his faith.
When Mool Shankar (the original name of

Dayanand) was five years of age, his education began
in according to the tradition of his family. His first
teacher was his father. He was taught the Devanagri
alphabet and made to learn by rote some select mantras
and Shalokas. In his eighth year he was adorned with
Yajnopavit (a sacred thread weared around neck and
right underarm, which is a symbol of learned weared
before starting of sacred scriptures) and the young boy
was formally initiated into the study of the Yajurveda
(one of the four Vedas) and began his carcer as a
Brahman. A devotee of Shiva as his father was, he was
eager, that his son should follow in his foot-steps and
grow up to be a thorough Shaivite. He, therefore, took
his son to Shaiva festivals and meetings, and places
where stories from Shiva Purana (a book about
mythological character Lord Shiva) were recited. He
would sometimes force him to observe fasts to
propitiate Shiva. But Mool Shankar was very
intelligent and his interest was in learning rather than
performing various tasks in the name of religion. Mool
Shankars's mother (Amrita Ba) protests were of no use
against these observances which, she said, were
affecting the health of the young boy. Thus several
years passed by. When Mool Shankar had attained the
age of fourteen, he know by heart, the whole of the
Yajurveda (one of four Vedas), some parts of the other

three Vedas and some works on Sanskrit grammar.
The Shivaratri, the sacred day and most

important festival of the Shaivas came round. This day
they observe fast and pray for whole night in the
temple. Now that Mool Shankar was fourteen, his
father did not see any reason why he should not do it.
The mother protested, as usual, but Karsan Tiwari was
not to be easily dissuaded. The fast had to be kept.

To be continue...
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