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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work
NPT IR -Saroj A rya, Delhi

"Why do you ask this question?"

"How can God allow mice to run over his
body?"

"This is only an image of God who cannot
be seen face to face in this age of Kaliyuga."

The angry tone of Karsan Tiwari silenced
Mool Shankar but not the questions of this
mind. This reply could not calm down the curious boy.

"If this is only an image, what claim has it on our
homage?" he thought to himself.

The explanation of the father had not carried conviction
to the inquisitive mind of Mool Shankar. He left the temple and
went home. Once he was in doubt he did not accept anything but
only truth. He was very hungry, he had a hearty meal, and went
to bed to enjoy an undisturbed sleep for the rest of the night.

Early next morning the young rebel received a stern
rebuke at the hands of his father but it failed to put out the light
that had been kindled in him.

He requested his mother and uncle that he want to study.
He insisted that he has no interest in all these rituals have
nothing interesting for him. They persuaded Amba Shankar for
this and the boy was sent to a Panditji (the teacher who taught
scripturs and perform religious duty himself and help others) in
nearby village.

Mool Shankar now devoted himself to his studies. He
read with the  Panditji-Nighantu, Nirukta, Purva
Mimansa(these are the books of grammar, etymology and
philosophy and have no imaginary stories and deities etc.) and
some other books. The affair in the temple would from time to
time come in his thoughts, and set him thinking for hours over
the issue.

About this time something happened which stirred the
inquisitive boy.

One day he was at his friend's house, when a servant
brought the news that his sister had been taken ill with cholera.
He hurried home with others. In spite of the best efforts to save
her by physicians, her condition grew worse and worse and
succumbed in a few hours. All were wailing and weeping in the
house, but Mool Shankar was silent and deeply in thoughts. His
loving sister whom he had seen hale and hearty a few hours ago
was lying dead like a stone. Mool Shankar stood petrified. His
grief was too deep for tears. His father, mother and others were
hurt over his heartlessness.

Mool Shankar's grief was too great to be relieved by
weeping. He stood in a deep thoughts, when everyone else was
filling the chamber of death with cries and lamentations. Little
did they know that this young man of sixteen, apparently so
unmoved had been moved deeply, and brooding over the
methods to get rid of life's miseries. "Shall death lay its icy
hands on me, too, one day? What must one do to meet the
challenge of death and to gain immortality?" Such questions
were agitating the mind of our young hero. He left the room,
much to the relief to those whose seeming heartlessness was
making him uncomfortable, and threw himself on his bed. He
lay buried in his thoughts saying to himself again, "Is there any
remedy for this instability of life? Is there no escape from
death?" The Morning found Mool Shankar a changed being.

The death had brought about a transformation in his outlook on
life. To be continue...
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