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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work
-Saroj A rya, Delhi

Mool Shankar was determined not to be
such an easy prey. He told his father that he
must finish his studies before going in for
marriage and succeeded to persuade him to
postpone it for an year. Mool Shankar was
now twenty, and had begun to feel a
genuine interest in his studies. He
developed a veritable passion for books. He now proposed
that he might be permitted to proceed to Kashi to continue
his studies. Advanced study was not possible anywhere
else. The parents were almost surprised to know his plan.
They took it for a camouflage to renounce the world, and
probably they were right. The young boy was told definitely
that no proposal of the type could be entertained; they did
not wish him to study any more, all that he had learnt was
more than enough. Before long he would be married and he
must devote his mind to worldly affairs in which he was
soon to merge himself. The boy's mother went the length of
remarking in a plain fashion, "I know, boys who study too
much don't like to marry and I scent that intention in your
proposal to go to Banaras. I cannot permit this to you. You
must marry now and settle down to a simple life."

Mool Shankar was now worried about his future and
his quest for kowledge. His wishes had been thwarted and
he felt miserable. As a compromise he suggested that he
might be sent to a learned pundit, residing in a village about
six miles from Morvi, and his parents who wishes to ease
him out of his melancholy frame of mind allowed him to go.
The wise priest could not fail to observe the indifference of
Mool Shankar to worldly affairs. Besides, the latter was too
young and inexperienced to conceal from his preceptor the
inner workings of his mind. The matter was brought to the
notice of his father who called him back. The preparation of
his marriage began as his parents thought that that was the
only way to check his runaway tendencies. The young boy,
as usual, protested. This, he said, would stand in the way of
his studies, but his objections were ignored.

Preparations for Mool Shankar's marriage went on
full swing. The whole house was in festive mood. Relatives
from far and near were pouring in to join the auspicious
occasion. The parents were elated and so were relatives and
friends awaiting for the happy day of marriage.

But Mool Shankar was thinking something else. He
was not prepared to be drawn into the sensuous snare that
was being spread out for him. He sought the advice of his
friends and each one of them advised him to marry. There
was none to support the loftiness of his ideals. After much
thought, he felt convinced that the only way of escape lay in
bidding goodbye to his parents, home and all. Only then
could he pursue his cherished dreams uninterruptedly. Just
as the preparations were complete and a few days more
would find him married, he gathered up the courage to leave
the parental roof, never to return again.

To be continued...
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